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The City of Sydney LGA is home to over 10,000 public housing residents, one of the 
highest densities of any LGA in the country. Public housing contributes to relieving 
cost-pressures in the private housing market by providing homes at the lower end 
of the cost spectrum. Public housing estates in Glebe, Redfern, Waterloo, 
Erskineville, Surry Hills, Woolloomooloo, and Millers Point contribute much to the 
social, cultural, and economic fabric of the City by providing homes to workers and 
people of low incomes, close to essential services and jobs. The people who live in 
these homes make a wonderful and significant contribution to the City, and as a 
Councillor I wish to place on record my appreciation of their efforts to make Sydney 
a better place.   
 
These public housing estates are largely the legacy of decisions by previous State 
and Federal governments to invest in public housing in the inner-city, with no 
significant increases in public housing properties in recent history within the LGA. 
This situation causes a myriad of problems in Sydney.   
 
The City’s strategies to address housing affordability note that housing in the LGA is 
becoming increasingly unaffordable. The City has targets set out in Sustainable 
Sydney 2030 for 7.5% of all housing in the LGA to be social housing, and a further 
7.5% of all housing in the LGA to be public housing. These targets for social and 
public housing are ambitious for the City to deliver upon and would require a 
moderate growth in the number of social housing units and a four-fold increase in 
the supply of public housing units by 2030. With 53.1% of all residents in the LGA 
renting, compared to 30.4% renting in the Greater Sydney region, the City also has 
an Affordable Rental Housing Strategy to address the issue of housing affordability 
for renters. Whilst social housing can be addressed by the City entering into 
partnerships with community housing providers, increasing public housing stock in 
the City will require the NSW State Government to develop plans to construct new 
projects.  
 
Maintenance 
In my role as a Councillor, I often meet with residents who live in properties owned 
by Housing NSW. Maintenance of the current public housing stock in the City of 
Sydney is a key issue for the NSW State Government to consider in order to provide 
adequate and dignified public housing. Strong investment in maintenance by the 
NSW State Government will be required to conduct urgent repairs of these 
properties.  
 
I have personally visited many properties owned by the State Government in the 
City of Sydney and what I have seen, frankly, is shocking. Families with children are 
living in units covered in mould which is affecting their health; needles and human 
waste can be found littered throughout hallways, on walls and garbage areas, and 
residents rightly fear for their health, safety and wellbeing. It is a disgrace that 
people in a country as wealthy as Australia should live in this state in government 
owned and run housing.   
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Social, or Community Housing 
There are a number of community housing properties in the City of Sydney, 
including the Common Ground project in Camperdown and City West, 
predominately in Pyrmont and Ultimo. These are sound examples of capital 
investment by government, co-operation from all levels of government (i.e., 
Federal, State, and Local), and strategic partnerships with stakeholders to deliver 
secure and appropriate housing for people experiencing chronic homelessness, as 
well as people on low-to-moderate incomes. It is my strong view that there is 
opportunity for further initiatives based on these models to be developed on sites 
throughout the City of Sydney, however this will require further capital and other 
commitments from both the Commonwealth and NSW Governments.  
 
Sale of Housing 
I note that the NSW State Government is considering the future sale of public 
housing properties in Millers Point and Dawes Point, as well as elsewhere. I am 
strongly opposed to such a sale. Like many Australians, my grandmother lived in this 
area when she first moved to Sydney from rural NSW. Many residents in this area 
have had connections to Millers Point, Dawes Point and The Rocks for several 
generations, and the community is strong and makes an important contribution to 
the City of Sydney. In addition, the properties of some of the earliest examples of 
Sydney’s settler housing, and should be maintained and preserved to ensure 
Sydney’s stories are told. The people and buildings in this area serve as an 
important reminder of where Sydney has come from, and should be preserved.  
 
If residents have to be moved during renovations or maintenance to their property, 
this should be done where possible within the same geographical and social 
community. Put simply, capital is needed for the construction of new stock, 
appropriately designed with social, cultural, economic, and environmental 
considerations, and could be built first in the same locale as the properties that 
require significant maintenance. Many residents of public housing have existing 
networks of support, as well as access to essential services and familiarity with their 
community and any geographical displacement will likely lead to social 
displacement, affecting vulnerable members of the community who are in need of 
support and protection.  
 
Sirius, The Rocks  
I would like to take this time to make note of the Sirius complex in The Rocks. Sirius 
was built to re-house tenants displaced during redevelopment of The Rocks area 
during the 1960s and 1970s, and it contributes to community cohesion and provides 
low-cost housing to a diverse range of people. The building currently provides 
decent housing to people on low-incomes. The tenants in Sirius have been provided 
with a 50 year lease until 2030, and this agreement must be respected in any 
consideration of the sale of state assets in this area. The Sirius model provides a 
sound foundation for the how new funds can be invested in higher density 
developments.  
 
In summary, all levels of government in Australia must do more to address the 
housing affordability crisis through a combination of public, social, and affordable 






