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SUBMISSION 

My submission is based on animal welfare and the issues are highlighted below. 

Having been heavily involved in greyhound rescue for nearly 5 years I have witnessed the cruelty and 

mass wastage “first hand” within the greyhound racing industry. Please note that I have no vested 

interest in the industry whatsoever.   

I have chosen this vocation because I am horrified by what is happening to the greyhounds within an 

industry that has no empathy for the dogs themselves.  Having opened my home and dedicated all 

of my time and energy as a volunteer to help save as many of these animals as I can, I now find 

myself the vice‐president of a greyhound rescue and adoption group.  This position has forced me to 

see and experience things that I would rather not see and experience. As a result, I have come to 

believe that the government is supporting an industry that is based only on seeing the economic 

financial benefit without acknowledging the extent of the suffering and exploitation of the victims, 

who are the dogs. Furthermore I believe that strict independent regulation is desperately needed to 

stop the exploitation and cruelty of these gentle companion animals. 

In this submission I present to you mainly anecdotal evidence based on my intimate experience as a 

greyhound rescuer.  Please note that my submission includes screen shots from greyhound data 

which is public information as stated in their disclaimer .  

 

V. DISCLAIMERS  

ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSIONS, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, ARE PUBLIC MEDIA, AND ANY 
USE OF SUCH MEDIA IS PUBLIC AND NOT PRIVATE. INFORMATION RELATED TO OR ARISING 
FROM SUCH USE IS PUBLIC, OR THE PROPERTY OF THOSE COLLECTING INFORMATION, 
AND NOT PERSONAL OR PRIVATE INFORMATION.  

 MASS WASTAGE AND OVERBREEDING  

There is no control over how many dogs there are, if they are alive or dead, and how many pups are 

being born prior to registration,  

Where are all the dogs that do not make it to the race track? 

There is no direct follow up on every single dog born to ensure their safety and welfare. 

There is no actual breeding license required (other than the industry based registration) to 

breed greyhounds, unlike other breeds of dog,  

There is no actual regulation or limitation on the number of dogs one person or property can 

breed each year, 

There is no actual regulation or limitation on how many litters one brood bitch can have 

through the course of her lifetime, 

With so much blatant wastage there are still industry incentives and subsidies to encourage 

the breeding of more greyhounds.   
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 “ACCIDENTAL MATINGS” AND UNREGISTERED LITTERS    

Where is the data for the dogs born from accidental matings and how does the industry account for 

these unregistered dogs? 

 

 

NUMBER KILLED 

Greyhound racing NSW CEO Brent Hogan was recently quoted stating that he estimates that 3,000 

greyhounds are killed each year in NSW alone. Please see the following link: 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2012‐11‐09/greyhound‐racing‐euthanasia‐rates‐slammed/4362442  

 The number of dogs killed, or “wastage” as the industry calls it, needs to be made public rather than 

being quietly self‐regulated. There is so much blatant death and suffering involved in this industry.  

As a rescuer, I know how very few dogs are rehomed as pets each year. I also know of vet clinics 

across Australia that are routinely killing thousands of young healthy greyhounds with their only 

crime being that they are not suitable for racing. It is also my opinion that a regulation is put in place 

that states that the number of dogs bred should match the number of greyhounds that can be 

realistically rehomed as pets. I would estimate optimistically that this number would be around 

2,000 ‐ 3,000 dogs per year across Australia. 

 DRUGS AND STEROIDS  

Please click on the link below to see the disturbing number of positive swabs:  

http://www.australianracinggreyhound.com/index.php?s=positive+swab 

In my opinion this is one of the highest forms of animal abuse by forcibly injecting or having an 

innocent dog ingest illegal drugs and steroids.  

There is no consideration of the effects of the drugs on the dogs. There is currently no regulation or 

requirement to remove the dog from the drug abusers care or ownership. 

There is no adequate drug rehabilitation and care for the drug abused greyhound and in my 

experience this is needed because I have personally cared long term for a drug abused greyhound – 

the suffering is very difficult to witness. 

In regards to steroids, I have personally witnessed very obvious signs of steroids (particularly in 

females) who are exceptionally large and “Butchy” for their frame and I have first hand witnessed 

many of these female with incontinence issues. Many trainers have openly told me that they 

constantly use testosterone on the females to stop them coming into season. 
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 PANNUS – There is no regulation against breeding dogs that have Pannus  however these 

dogs are not accepted into the industry GAP program (please see second screen shot below) 

so what happens to them? The Industry recommends that dogs with Pannus are not used for 

breeding (please see first screen shot below) however it is actually not prohibited.  

 

 

 

 

 

x Co glc pannus greyhound 

X !Qll ~urt Xarch 

• ·•t Search ·I ~ Shart More » 

p 

Greyhounds treated in accordance with GRNSW protocols 
may continue to race. 

How is Pannus diagnosed? 

Diagnosis is made based on the signalment (breed and 
history) and the typical changes in your dog's cornea. 

For the Veterinarian 

You will see bilateral lesions consisting of vascularisation, 
pigmentation, or a combination - usually starting in the 
temporal or inferiotemporal quadrant and progressing cen
trally. Atypical pannus may affect the nictitating membrane 
without affecting the cornea. The leading edge of the nicti
tans is depigmented and the palpebral surface is red and 
thickened. Treatment is similar to that for typical CSK. 

periods of environmental irritation or increased ultraviolet 
exposure. 

GRNSW rules permit application of one drop of pred
nisolone forte eye drops to each eye, up to three times per 
day, which will keep excretion levels below the acceptable 
level. 

The exemption extended includes only greyhounds treat
ed with Prednefrin Forte eye drops as described above 
and with the above dosage regime as a maximum. 

The use of any other substance or the presence of ex
cessive levels of prednisolone and/or it's metabolites in a 
urine sample taken from a Pannus registered greyhound 
may result in breaches of the prohibited substance rules. 

Breeding advice 
For racing Greyhounds in NSW treatment with Prednefrin 
Forte eye drops is the only approved treatment regime. It is recommended that affected dogs should not be used 

for 

Signln "- • 

1.0 - 8/12/11 

• ·•t Search ·I· :f.; Share More >> 

Pannus is seen most commonly in German Shepherd Dogs, but is also 
found in Coll ies, Poodles, Dachshunds (sausage dogs) and Greyhounds. 
There is thought to be a significant genetic inheritance, with certa in 
families and lines within a breed more severely affected, but 
environmental factors also play a part in the development of the 
disease. 

Given that pannus is a chronic medical condit ion reqUinng lifelong 
medication and veterinary care, greyhounds that are showing signs of 
pannus are not accepted into the Greyhound Adoption Program (GAP), 
regardless of how early in the disease they are. Unfortunately, due to 
the relatively late age of onset, it is possible that a GAP greyhound 
could develop th is disease afterthe adoption process is completed, so 
it is certainly something you need to watch out for. 

So what does it look like? 

Sign in "' • 
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 INJURIES  (on and off the track)  

Cardiac arrest, broken bones, snapped necks, torn ligaments and muscles, are just some of 

the many injuries inflicted on greyhounds from them racing. Other breeds of dogs are not 

subjected to this torture. 

 

 THE PREVALENCE OF ACIDOCIS  

This needs to be investigated and the home made treatments to prevent it, which cause long 

term health issues to the digestive system. The use of bicarbonate of soda as an acid 

neutraliser and a “masking agent” to other drugs needs to also be investigated. Please see 

the below screenshots. 

 



6 
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i would not use it every day, its used mainty after a run to get rid of a acid build up, also it can be used when you see a dog eating 
grass give bi carb and it will stop eating the grass within a few days 

Mid:: is is ok to use under rules? 

JO 
thank you for your reply regarding bi carb 
On the matter regarding not being verified that win not be happening, i doni personnalty see a need for that 
no harm done 
thank you 

EllA 
Thank you 
yes i think 112 a teaspoon twice a day could be to much ,to much of a good thing could be detrimental aswell imo (that is if it is a good 
thing to give to a dog) 

MtCK 
but eating grass is not a bad thing for a dog to do isnt it some sort of a natural remedy for stomach upsets 

EXJERNAL LINK 
try this link 

~GreyhoundKnowledgtFor ... )( 

"' .'I Starch .. ~ Sh,ue More » 

. 
Peter, the correct way to use Bi_carb, Is the best way to go is,use it whith ~Piddle sticks· ;: 6 5, and you are on your way. Yes it can be 
used as a masking agent paddy 

what about a tea-spoon of dder vinegar every 2nd day 

We normaly give bicarb. han a teaspoon in the pr!Hace meal also another half teaspoon in the afterace meal with an extra cup of 
water 

Some dogs may get some ~their pee test comes up at lower than 6.5 ph. they get han a teaspoon with an extra spoon of honey or 
glucose. 

The pee test thing is very useful but make sure the sample collected Is before any meal is given best resuks come after a 12 fast ie 
first pee of the morning, collect the sample mid stream 

Em gee. 

Belly give me a hit Bicarb used wrong is very bad for a dog.Some trainer do use Bicarb to mask certain products. The Tlbfed industry 
and SIBreds have strict controls it was used to mask.But more important used wrong ~ could cause alkalosis,which could cause a 
horse to fall,this would create a huge legal case. They use~ as a milk shake drench ,tubed into the horses gut morning of the race If 
used right~ v.ill help 

All of my race dogs get a level teaspoon of bi carb every thursday night,and have done for as long as I can remember. 

~ 'ii fJ m1"1~ rj)T':.) ~~ 

Katrina Kout~etris • to\ · 

-

-

KatrinaKoutse!1is · "' · 

" 

-

~ 

" 
-. I"~ I~ .111 

8t9PM 
lilt/lOll 
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I never feed bi-carb or any acid neutral~ers 

I have an article written by Alex Hauler in the Australian Greyhound magazine DeciJan 200212003 Volt #14 

In a nut shell he says not to use bi-carb as from a series of pre and post race blood & urine tests he found that wtlen used h caused 
the kidneys to excrete potassium 
Not just a small amount, but to reduce the intracellular level. 
I'Y11en you get a blood test & you see the Potassium level, th~ shows the serum level wtlich should be whhin the range of 4.6-5.0 
The serum level will not fall below these levels until the total body Potassium has lost 10%.Th~ is a mass~e loss 
Most of the Potassium in the body is stored intracellular 

H~ parting comment (after a two page story ) is-

"Do not shoot youseH in the foot by supplementing any acid neutralisers that will effect~e~ put your supptimented potassium on the 
ground in the unne that your greyhound passes" 

cheers 

PS- I'm not verified either 

All of my race dogs get a level teaspoon of bi carb every thursday nightand have done for as long as I can remember. 

like i was thinking that 112 a teaspoon twice a day may be two much 

SUE the trainer that said this .. all h~ dogs fly the lids but 450 pull them up .. & he is the sort of trainer that wtlat ever you are doing it ~ 
wrong, you put the muzzel on wrong ,you box your dog wrong, you put the vest on the dog wrong. 
So i thought that I would put it on here & get some qualified opinions 

Peter, II you would like to ema~ me, we can have a chat and I can tell you wily his dogs don't run any further than 450. The address ~ 
caroleb@froggy.com au Best wishes, Carole 

Katrina Koutse!lis .. ~ · 

~ • ! ~ im· - ~ I" . 8:22PM :f \!-" llS,I ~ ~ · I W j • 7. ~~ .oil 1/11/2013 

~ Greyhound Knowlfi!ge For... X 

• ~~ Search • I t; Share: Mort » 
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'Oifltt beNf,t.oukl ttqbt,? 
whyllhoVId i dQ ihts? 
lhev.riQII!nrdofttubororw 
,_YOU 
BEU.V 

-dtj:lendiOI'I 'Iilfl&:'fO!a'loolong4 -~«m.lking~ ...... 
l.'ASKING AGENT(noc shalltng) 
'I'QUJI.I-' I:HWIMWNiy w.lhlhaloornrnentmUicw\g~ 
NOJ0 1wasllllnk>ng mDf11! on the i11'1Httl14 bo e.rbbl!ong l .cdMUitaliHrii'IM l m.yDI! h..mf\A to 1 dcg .n !Mwayofdang axac:lly 
lhMneutr~ .. .cod as lhM~Iolble~y<Uopnon 
Oo ®gl; r.qun-Nd r'l lheir l )'lla'!IIO b)'gimg bl cerd 11do.>g """-t??'m 

-IICIOei«<)'lllol' noll~ied UMI' 

IO COI?'ITIW'I!Son lh•"" 
OOIAclblow U IM"fbeoomei....,.,~ UWI' 
trodmorell'llghl bt~ ...... 

l wouk:l notuwot -ryd-.,. rtsiM<l.....,.l~ l tun»~ndofl.eodbuMdUI), IItoot e-nbt\M<l wl'>tn you we tdog..-tng 

Vll» 'i1"" ble.-btnd « 'MI IIOpt$t.ng~QI'I»wd'lon tftw0.yl 

Sign in " • 
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trylluink 
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whatabcM.tltet-spoonofCider'IU'IegMMry2ndday 

 Wtnormalypbcarb.ltllftttaspooni11NJDi'1CtmtiiDoanctherllalfltaspoonlf1fll l!:tra01mniW!ttl•niXtl'lcupof .. ~ 
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If a dog has assitosis whats the best thing to give him? 

If a dog has assitosis whats the best thing to give him? 

Hello Graham 

Excuse my ignorance but what is assitosis? 

Do you mean acidosis???? Give him bicarb , 

Dog went around the track twice after a trial and got dehydrated and his whole body real sore and his muscles all tight. If you put a 
finger on him he would squeal he that sore. They say it a build up of lactic acid. 

lign in~ · 

" 

-

-

\1 

- ---

' . 1'.! Ill 1111 
HilUM 
1/11/2013 

Katrina Koutse:l1is • " .. 

" 
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Dog went around the tracl< twice after a trial and got dehydrated and his who~ body real sore and his musdes all tighl lf 
you put a finger on him he would squeal he that sore They say n a build up of tactic add. 

Put acidosis into search box ,i was told to put112 tea spoon sah 1tea spoon of bread soda 4 oz glucose in 4 pints of lukewarm water 
and let him drink H 

Thanks mary i may sharpen up my spelling abit here in wexford 

 
Thanks mary i may sharpen up my spelling abn here in wexford 

get him to a vet and put him on a drip 

agree with gary ,i have seen dogs die a slow painfuft death from this ,even when in vets on a drip ,Do Not underestimate how serious 
this can be 

KatrinaKoutsellis• " .. 

~ r'iii l[] ~-- q....-·~1 r.;'tl rmPl I' 0 8.28PM '! ~:i;~ ~ ia'-!lllg' a.:.~ :1 ~lW_j · ~ 1
• ··'' mt!lOll 

x Go gle 

~ Greyhound Knowl!dge For... X 

• .'I ~arch .. 1 ~ Shm: I More » 

 

Thanks mary i may sharpen up my spelling abit here in wexford 

get him to a vet and put him on a drip 

do what Gary and Anthony says if you value the dog get him on a drip at vets if the acidosis is severe you'H be i big trouble with no 
drip ... i been there not pretty might be worse thing ive seen 

when I started out first I nearty lost a dog because of this, im still not an expert but the dog was fine after a while 

 
Dog went around the track twice after a trial and got dehydrated and his whole body real sore and his musdes all tight. If 
you put a finger on him he would squeal he that sore. They say it a build up of lactic acid 

Get the dog to the vet and GIVE UP TRAINING DOGS. you area fool who should not have any animars at all .. Why would you put a 
dog around twice .. this must be the crazyest thing i have read on this site 

Graham 0 Connor wrote: 
Dog went around the track twice after a trial and got dehydrated and his whole body real sore and his 
musdes all tight. lf you put a finger on him he would squeal he that sore. They say it a build up of lactic acid 

Kl!trinaKoutsellis .. " .. 
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 “THE MUSCLE FIXING GUY”  

This person is not a vet but is someone who injects steroids and “home made” concoctions into the 

muscles and sometimes directly into the joints of the injured dog. Everyone in the racing industry 

that I have dealt with seems to use “the muscle fixing guy”. All medical treatments need to be 

administered by a fully qualified Veterinarian. 

 CAGE LIFE  

 What are the regulations of exercise and how much time is acceptable to live in a cage and what are 

the minimum kennel size requirements? The code of practice for keeping racing greyhounds needs 

to be reviewed. 

 

 DIET AND DENTAL ISSUES 

The feeding of bread (a seemingly staple diet for racing greyhounds), caffeine, bicarb soda, soft food 

with no bones (as I’ve been told by a greyhound trainer that it slows them down) and poor nutrition 

is creating long term poor health, scaly flaky skin, terrible dull coats, and rotten teeth. There is no 

long term health plan for these dogs as the majority of them are dead by the age of 3‐5 years 

 

 LIVE BAITING AND TRAINING METHODS 

 

 UNIVERSITIES 

Universities provide a “fee free” dumping ground for thousands of greyhounds to be used for 

veterinary teaching and science.  This is not acceptable for these gentle companion animals. This 

needs to stop. 

 VET CLINICS 

Vet clinics are a dumping ground of young healthy greyhounds to be killed if they are too slow, too 

silly, non chasers, too old for racing, or injured on the track. Many vet clinics also bleed the dogs 

prior to euthanasia. I have heard of some vets taking every drop of blood from the living fully 

conscious dog which equates to approximately 4 bags of 300ml blood per dog and then on‐selling 

the blood to unsuspecting families whose pet dog needs a blood transfusion.  This is premeditated 

animal cruelty by professionals who know the consequences of their actions. This needs to be 

stopped and appropriate repercussions for the unethical treatment by the vet.  

 BLOOD DONOR BANKS 

There are greyhounds living permanently in cages and continually giving blood at blood donor banks 

and specialist vet clinics 
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 STRESS ON RESCUE GROUPS  

The not for profit, volunteer rescue groups (and indeed the industry  adoption programs who are run 

by paid employees) cannot cope with the enormity of the mass wastage of 20,000+ dogs bred each 

year in our country to rehome. There are simply not 20,000 families per year that will adopt 

greyhounds as pets. Rehoming 2,000 ‐ 3,000 greyhounds per year is a realistic figure which creates 

an automatic wastage of 17,000 – 18,000 dogs? 

 NO DATA  

There are very limited figures or data available and no data or figures for euthanasia or death rates. 

There is a retirement/disposal form that is supposed to be filled out for every registered dog. Please 

note the form is called ”Retired/Disposed greyhound notification” (please see screen shot below). 

The voluntary completion of these forms is the responsibility of the individual owner/trainer but 

insufficient regulatory control of this process means that the data is not adequately captured or 

recorded. In order to have accountability and transparency all of this data should be made available.   

 

 INCORRECT AND INCONSISTENT RECORD  KEEPING  

It is my opinion that urgent action needs to be taken to investigate inconsistent and inaccurate 

record keeping. 

Three examples of poor record keeping by fasttrack and stewards 

The first two examples are from 2012 reveal that even after nearly 2 years the records have not 

been updated. The third example highlights that greyhound racing NSW have stopped reporting 

deaths at the track. All dogs that have been reported as dying at the track or deceased from 

stewards reported are listed as either racing or retired.  

Example 1  

Bond County was reported as deceased at The Gardens 11/1/12 (race 4) 

link http://www.thedogs.com.au/uploads/pdfs/112756.pdf 
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Bond County listed on fasttrack  2/11/2013 as still racing 

https://fasttrack.grv.org.au/Dog/Details/‐709457  

 

Example 2 

 Wally Slater was reported as deceased 16/2/12  (race 6) 

http://www.thedogs.com.au/uploads/pdfs/113197.pdf 
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 Wally Slater reported as retired as of 2/11/ 2013 on fasttrack 

https://fasttrack.grv.org.au/dog/details/‐199193 
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Example 3 

 Kool Brock died on the track at Dapto on the 10th April 2013, race 8. 

Kool Brock died from a broken neck and was dead on the track. This information was given 

to Inez Hamilton‐Smith from Greyhound Freedom direct the vet Brian Daniels. 

The stewards report does not mention the greyhound died, but from Brian Daniels we know 

that he did. GRNSW have stopped reporting deaths. 

http://www.thedogs.com.au/uploads/pdfs/119655.pdf 

 

 

Fasttrack says that Kool Brock is retired  2/2/2013 

https://fasttrack.grv.org.au/dog/details/‐279623  
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 NO RECORD KEEPING OR VETERINARY PRESENCE AT NON TAB TRACKS 

 

 MICROCHIPPING  

Microchipping forms are only being sent to greyhound racing NSW, not to independent bodies 

such as NSW Animal Companion Register or a national microchip company such as Australasian 

Animal Registry or National Pet Register.  This is an example of the self‐ regulated greyhound 

racing industry  keeping things “in house”  

Please see screen shot below which also makes clear mention which confirms that the industry 

believes that the way that they train and treat the dogs can make them unsuitable as pets in the 

community or is it being “rescued” from pounds provides data on “dumpage” rates 

 

 

 DOGS TREATED LIKE COMMODITIES / STOCK  

With the prevalent use of the words such as “wastage” and “disposed” depicts the low value of 

these beautiful gentle animals speaking of them only as commodities. See below screen shot 
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 LACK OF KENNEL INSPECTIONS 

 

 GREYHOUND PUPPY REARING FARMS 

 

 

 EXPORTATION OF RACING GREYHOUNDS TO COUNTRIES SUCH AS CHINA WHERE THERE ARE 

NO ANIMAL WELFARE LAWS AND A 100% EUTHANASIA RATE 

 

 BARKING DOG TREATMENT IN KENNELS 

The quotes below speak for themselves: 

1) http://www.greyhound‐data.com/knowledge.php?b=4&note=626614 

 
‐ "I've also had them come out of the kennels frothing at the mouth with slobber all over them and 
shite running down their legs because they were so stressed out through trying to bark." 
 
‐ "I then got given a leather hood for his kennel muzzle so it left him totally in the dark and the wife 
made some velcro boots for his paws to stop him scratching !" 
 
‐  "Give him 5mg. of valium 1 hour before you go to the track" 
 
2) http://www.greyhound‐data.com/knowledge.php?b=3&note=744667&order&x=0 
(note that the above link has now been removed however see below quotes that were taken from 
the link prior to it being removed) 
 
‐ "...I’ve got a barking muzzle on her 24/7 and she knows if she starts she gets hosed" 
 
‐ "He was looking like he was on drugs as his eyes were bloodshot from 0 sleep and non stop 
barking." 
 
‐ Guy with a sound proofed area under his house: "...i could let him howl for hours on end" 
 
3) http://www.greyhound‐data.com/knowledge.php?b=4&note=817011&order&x=0 

 
‐ "The use of electronic bark control collars utilizing 'static pulse correction' is illegal in NSW, SA & 

ACT. Their use is legal in all other states & territories. In NSW they can only be used with a veterinary 

prescription. In VIC their use is subject to certain conditions" 

‐ "We get a lemon or small orange and put it in a wire muzzle and that stops our dogs barking." 

4)  http://www.greyhound‐data.com/knowledge.php?b=4&note=469020 

- “Arty I wouldn't leave a leather barking muzzle on a dog. A friend of mine did this a few years back 

(because of neighbours complaining that he barked when they went out), they came home to find 

their dog dead, he had been eating grass in the yard that day and vomited and choked. If you have 

to use one use one of the Miller type”. 
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((.Greyhound Knowle:dge Forum ~Greyhound Knowle:dge: For ... )( 

.,. .'I Starch • I t; Share: j More » 

Another thread has asked for help w~h a bad kennel dog and I was wondering whether stewards will allow you to use an anti-barking 
muzzle on race days 

I know that having a regular or American muzzle on is allowed, and I have found it can help to settle some dogs down, but they won't 
stop a dog barking it's head off 

I imagine if the dog can't bark that it would help to settle it down a fair bit .. 

I've never seen one used on race day, so I'm curious if they are permitted. I certainty can't think of any reason why not. .. 

I've never seen a full leather barking muzzle used so Fve always taken it they were a no-no, however in recent times I have seen the 
Millers Wire barking muzzk!s used so they must be allowed I take it. Haven't used them myself but they should do the trick 

EXTERNAL LINK 

EXTERNAL LINK 

The wire barking muzzles are allowed here but i doni see the point unless you got a headache. They will still try to bark and make 
some noise and makes them agitated 

The wire barking muzzles are allowed here bull doni see the point unless you got a headache. They will still try to bark 
and make some noise and makes them agitated 

You can not honestly believe that a dog who barks his head off in the kennel is not going to come out for his race II a better condition 
if he has had a ring muzzle fitted to keep his mouth shut? 

~Greyhound Knowle:dge Forum ~ Greyhound Knowledge: For... )( 

... .. t Search • r ~ Share I More )) 

Don't know what the current rule here in VICtoria is regarding using leather barking muzzles. Used one to great effect years ago on 
race nights and bitch would grow a leg. The muzzle I used was drastical~ modified to ensure no breathing problems and only used in 
early races This particular bitch had the muzzle f~ed prior to night meal for a short period of time and she wou~ just hop up on her 
bed and was well behaved I think this helped her a ~tin her race night behaviour 

The wire bar1<ing muzzles are allowed here but i dont see the point unless you got a headache. They wil still try to bar1< 
and make some noise and makes them agitated 

I agree that it won't necessari~ wor1< with all dogs, but I do think n will be of some benefit for many of them 
It certain~ won't hurt to give n a try 

I have used a couple of different ones. I have used both leather and wire in NSW, although in the last 5 years I have on~ used the 
'ring' wire muzzles. I have been told that you can't use the plastic strap muzzles with adjustable straps. 

They do work for some dogs, I have had a couple of serious barkers that would just lie down and go to sleep once they realise they 
can't bark, and r ve also had them come out of the kennels frothing at the mouth with slobber all over them and shite running down 
their legs because they were so stressed out through trying to bark. 

My advice is test them on a dog by kenneling them for a short time on a trial day before resorting to the muzzles on race day 

Had a dog years ago that used to lose his races in the kennel before hand 

I then got given a leather hood for his kennel muzzle so it left him total~ ln the dark and the wife made some velcto boots for his paws 
to stop him scratching I 

Result: 3-in·a-row, but then sad~ he got bad~ hurt I 

Nobody said anything here, but there were a few laughs when we were ·dressing· him ! 

_.1. KatrinaKoutse:llis• ~ • 

~ Katrina Koutsellis • " • 

~ r.iii' n PA't) .. ~T;JI ~fiffi" - -
1
, Q sl6PM ' 

'! l::il ~ ILSI ·-·~ 1!:.1 ' ~!~IW J • ~ ~ ··" llll/2013 
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~Greyhound Knowledge Forum ~Greyhound Knowledge For ... )( 

• ·'I Starch .. I ~ Share I More » 

He went to the track on raceday last thor for a look, car ride and to be kennelled with racedogs, not 5 min after leaving him, stewards 
called to remove him have tried all sorts of muzzles, but he trys to tear ~ off, rubs against cage, and then jumps & bangs his 
head/body all over the place. 

He some ability, but image him come race ijme if he's in race 10 ?n 

Thinking of pouring 2 weeks more work into him, then spelling on sman farm 4 wks (weU away from track, k.Jre. or anything that 
moves). we may even muzzle him for a fuU day at a time 

Dam shame his attitude 

Anthony 

 
1 have a dog at present who is an absolute lunatic, barks, go nuts at anything (is mad keen) and eats beds, buckets and 
his wire cage. 

He went to the track on raceday last thur for a look, car ride and to be kennelled with racedogs, not 5 min after leaving 
him, stewards called to remove him. have tried all sorts of muzzles, but he trys to tear h off, rubs against cage, and then 
jumps & bangs his head/body all over the place. 

Give him 5mg. of valium 1 hour before you go to the track (NOT TO Race or Trial), kennel him, he should be very docile during the 
trials Do this twice a week for 5 weeks, then take him with out the Valium and he should not play up and you should be able to trial 
him, it worked for me on a a dog, who would lose nearly a kilo waiting for a trial or race .This dog went on to win 5 races. Paddy. P.S. 
make sure you do not do this race days. 

try behave paste 

~Greyhound Knowledge Forum ~Greyhound Knowledge Forum ~ Greyllound Knowledge For ... X 

• ·' IStarch• l ~ Share Mort » 

Yes they are illegal in new under the cond~ions stated but obvious~ one would show due care in being discreet when using and really 
they are so quid in the re-e<lucation I'm talking two saps and an incessant barker of an hours never so much as attempted to bark 
outside what is acceptable (when others let out and run briefly, even if he forgot put the conar on without correction and he remeberedl 

The lady from council said to me that~ was a shame that the who complain about the inhuman element of static correction have total~ 
avoided seeing the overall benefit that being able to control dogs with beha~orable problems is in ~s shelling greater we~are to the 
animal by taming HI 

I still used mine and never looked back! 

Joanne, I agree w~h Shannon The spray collars are grea~ work very wen and in no way does it poison them. We have a couple on 
hand ~we need them. and they don't have to wear them for long to gel the message. 

Of< need some Help here I 
Bart the Bnndle ( La Porsche ) starts Barking every morning al 0600hrs. 
and some times earlier can be really annoying to the neighbours 
Now when i have to shoot down to melbourne for work , i have just been told by a neighbour he barks .. 
He has Eddy llith him in the yard but he still Barks for no reason. 
Eddy wahz's around the Yard 
Some times he will bark during the day as wen 
I have lo fix H • he just turned 20 months old and should be out of this stage i suppose. 
do i buy a Barking Muzzle ? or C. there anything else that works. 

Bernard, try the citron en a spray coUar, as mentioned above. 

~ KatrinaKoutsellis • " .. 

:. Katrina Koutsellis .. " .. 
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 GREYHOUND ADOPTION PROGRAM (Greyhounds as Pets) 

A “bandaid” to the racing industry, Greyhounds as Pets, only rehome a tiny percentage of 

greyhounds as a “welfare initiative”.  They have unrealistic assessment processes and routinely 

euthanize dogs for doing what they have been trained to do by the industry without giving them any 

“let down time” after racing. They are also unfairly assessing the dogs in a racing kennel 

environment. The dogs are trained by the industry to chase and are then killed for doing so. Our 

assessment process of the dogs is to bring them into an environment that we expect them to live in 

and give them time to adjust and to learn about being a pet in a calm, quiet environment and teach 

them that they are no longer a racing machine. The industry adoption programs assess these dogs in 

a cage/kennel environment where they have lived their whole lives and only ever being rewarded 

when they chase. So these dogs are killed by the industry for the industry.  

Freya – This is the story of Freya – a greyhound that failed the Greyhounds as Pets assessment 

process and was taken by them to the vet clinic to be killed. Due to an administrative bungle within 

the vet clinic Freya was not euthanized and our rescue group rehomed this beautiful gentle girl who 

passed our assessment process and was actually in foster care with 2 little white fluffy dogs.  She 

was rehomed to a lovely family that adore her. When they recently applied for Freya’s greenhound 

assessment collar, confident of her meeting the requirements, they were unfortunately advised that 

Freya did not pass as she was too quiet and shy. The owners , who have since adopted another 

greyhound from us, cannot believe that Freya, who they believe is a perfect pet, was failed.   Freya is 

testament to a flawed assessment system whereby beautiful gentle dogs are being killed too hastily 

and unfairly by the industry that overbreeds and exploits them.  

 



20 
 

 

 ANIMAL TESTING AT HOSPITALS AND UNIVERSITIES (cardiology, etc)  

I have been told by a cardiologist that the Royal Brisbane hospital was testing on greyhounds 

in their cardiology ward whilst they were fully conscious with tubes sticking out their sides 

and being watched on by the RSPCA to ensure they were treated “humanely”. This particular 

specialist and his colleague refused to participate based on grounds of conscientious 

objection.  

 

 

 SELF REGULATED INDUSTRY – It is very hard for any rescue organisation or member of the 

public to report abuse cases of greyhounds because there is seemingly no organisation or 

authority that is trustworthy, credible, or pro‐active – an authority that will act in the best 

interest of the dogs that does not have a vested interest in the racing industry. Offences 

need to be investigated, perpetrators punished and there should be an open record of the 

animal cruelty. It is my suggestion that a separate police department be formed specifically 

for dealing with animal cruelty cases as is available in other countries.   

 

Furthermore the industry actually charges and fines a person who speaks out about the 

atrocities of the industry. The gentleman in the following link is just one example. 

http://www.thedogs.com.au/NewsArticle.aspx?NewsId=4427 

Greyhound Racing NSW stewards today continued  investigations  into comments made by trainer Christos Arletos during 

the ABC’s 7.30 report, which was aired on the evening of 15 October 2013. 

Mr Arletos was questioned regarding claims made on the program. He had been interviewed by the ABC at the Wentworth 

Park meeting of 4 October 2013 and again at his residence at a later date. 

During the 7.30 program Mr Arletos made the claims: 

•   80% of trainers are looking for something to dope their dogs with; 

•   Greyhound racing is not a level playing field and never will be; and 

•   He cannot compete with the high quality of drugs used by some trainers 

At  no  point  during  questioning  by  stewards  today  could Mr  Arletos  substantiate  the  allegations  he made  during  the 

program. 

Mr Arletos was charged under GAR 86  (q) with  two counts of having engaged  in conduct prejudicial  to  the  interests of 

greyhound racing. 

Mr Arletos was found guilty on each charge and was subsequently fined a total of $500. 



21 
 

In assessing penalty consideration was given to Mr Arletos’ previous record of having no conduct related breaches  in 26 

years of registration, the investment he has in the industry, and his not guilty plea on both counts. Consideration was also 

given to the fact that no personal vilification had occurred. 

Stewards also  considered  submissions  from Mr Arletos  in  respect of  the  context  in which  the  footage had been  taken, 

claiming the comments that were made on the 7.30 report formed only a minor part of more than two hours of interviews 

at the track and his kennels during which he had attempted to portray the industry in a far more positive aspect than that 

ultimately depicted on the program. 

Mr Arletos was advised of his right of appeal. 

 Lack of respect from trainers and participants to our rescue group 

Most greyhound participants and trainers expect rescue groups such as ours to take their 

dogs quickly as they haven’t thought ahead with a retirement plan for the dog in question. 

This is an unrealistic demand because there are just so many dogs that need saving ALL THE 

TIME. They then seem to think that because they have made a phone call to us demanding 

that we take their dog immediately that they no longer feel any burden of guilt when they 

take their dog to be killed because they feel like they “tried” to rehome the dog at the last 

minute and somehow it is no longer their problem that they have had to kill their dog. 

HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES OF A FEW RESCUES WITH WHICH I HAVE BEEN PERSONALLY INVOLVED 

FROM NSW 

Dawson –  Dawson was rescued from a Sydney vet after he broke his leg as a 6 week old puppy and 

his racing owner decided to let it heal “naturally“ without x‐rays or proper investigation.  When he 

was 3 months old he was taken in to the vet to be put down as the conservative treatment did not 

work and he couldn’t be raced.  Dawson also has ear tattoos which would have been done between 

6 weeks and 3 months of age (whilst he visibly had a untreated broken leg) which leads to the 

question – why did the industry authorities not do something at the time of tattooing to help the 

suffering and welfare of this poor puppy? Why was this not reported or dealt with?  His ear tattoo 

is   

 

Specialist vet prognosis and treatment from North Coast Veterinary Specialists: 

Dawson had a fracture of the left tibial.  

The bone has been realigned and an external fixateur has been placed on the left hind limb fracture. 
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Specialist vet Richard Mitchell said the injury occurred at least 3 months ago (Dawson is now 4 

months old – his date of birth is 26/6/2013). 

X‐ray that was done by North Coast Veterinary specialists prior to surgery 
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X‐ray after surgery 

 

Howard ‐ Howard was dumped at Hawkesbury pound as a 9 year old dog in emaciated condition and 

he needed 11 teeth removing 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maya ‐ Maya was rescued from the Hawkesbury Pound as a 1 year old terrified little girl.  The pound 

keeper told me that the dog was dragged out of the car into the pound and dumped like a piece of 

rubbish.  The pound keeper also told me that the dog needed to get “the hell out there now!” as she 

was so terrified.  Here is a video I created on the start of Maya’s rescue journey. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s6IhK80br0o    
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May – May was recently rescued from a Sydney vet after she found herself taken there to be killed 

after she broke the tip of her toe (and had already previously broken the adjoining toe) so this 

apparently warranted her to be killed. After a very simple operation May had the tip of her toe 

amputated and has now been rehomed to a beautiful family with kids and cats. 

               

 

A RECENT ABUSE CASE THAT I HAVE JUST WITNESSED ON SOCIAL MEDIA FROM WAGGA WAGGA 

POUND (31 OCTOBER 2013) 
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MALE 

 ~Weighed 19kgs on arrival 

 ~Not in as bad a state of health compared to the female 

 ~Had a wound that has been cleaned and has/is healing well 

 "FEMALE 

 ~Weighed 15kgs on arrival 

 ~Severely dehydrated  

 ~Severe lethargy 

 ~Has a hole in her foot that could be seen straight through and also went through to bone 

 ~Was vomiting  

 ~Had diarrohea (tests were done in an attempt to isolate the cause however it is expected there are 

various causes and most likely associated with but her infection from abscess)  

 ~She has had antibiotics, i.v fluids, abscess drained, wounds washed and cleaned daily 

 ~Has put on 4kgs since arriving over a fortnight ago 

 ~Vet reasonably confident that her toes can be saved, but will require ongoing vet attention (skin is 

granulating and growing back) 

 OTHER RECENT PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

“Bleed him, kill him, I don’t care” ‐ I was recently rang by a vet nurse that had 4 greyhounds dumped 

at the vet clinic in which she works and the dogs’ owner told her when speaking about one particular 

dog “Bleed him, kill him, I don’t care”. We are in the process of trying to save these dogs 

5 siblings ‐ I was recently contacted by a trainer of 5 siblings from the same litter who were ‘no 

good” for racing and the syndicate stopped paying for them the week prior. He gave us 24 hours to 

take them as he was going away the following day and didn’t want to have to pay for their food 

otherwise he was sending them to the specialist vet clinic in Underwood QLD who “takes their blood 

and puts them down for free”. We miraculously managed to save all 5 dogs. 

“Hell no” guy – this man is a regular client at a Sydney vet who I’ve been told takes in at least 1 dog a 

week for euthanasia for being ‘no good” at racing, who when asked by the vet nurse if he would 

allow them to rehome the young gentle non chasing female greyhound he had taken in for 

euthanasia commented “Hell no” 

Rabbits ‐ I was told by a participant recently when describing two dogs she was putting onto our 

waiting list "I can't say they haven't had rabbits when they were being trained as they were trained 

in Victoria and you know what it's like down there! The trainer’s property was full of wild rabbits in 

the paddocks so you know I can't say they haven't had them" 
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Brian ‐ Brian injured his Achilles tendon as an 18 month old boy and was treated by the “muscle 

fixing guy” and the owner was told that Brian would never be able to race.  Brian’s former owner 

also admitted to me that he had been trained with dead frozen gutted rabbits at the break in centre. 

Gatton University ‐ I have also been involved in the rescue of 11 greyhounds this year from Gatton 

University who were surplus to the needs of the University as they were already full with an 

overabundance of greyhounds for their veterinary teaching and science. These particular dogs were 

going to be immediately killed as they weren’t needed.  

Mass graves ‐ I have heard from various trainers that there are properties that have mass graves of 

dead greyhounds, however they are not willing to give details or addresses. 

Broomsticks and pig prods ‐ I have heard of training techniques such as sticking a broomstick up the 

rectum of the dog to force him/her to watch the other dogs running. Pig prods are apparently also 

used for training purposes. 

Live bait ‐  I have heard of live roosters, chickens, guinea pigs, possums, cats and piglets being 

thrown in a cage with a greyhound to try and “blood them”. I was once told by an owner when they 

were surrendering one of their dogs to me that “she is chook friendly as she wouldn’t kill the rooster 

when it was thrown in the cage with her” 

“IT” ‐ I constantly get told by trainers “we can’t keep them all so it has to go as we have another one 

coming to take its place”.  “It’s such a shame to have to put it down because it’s such a nice dog but 

what else can we do with it?” “I send them to the uni but don’t want to think about what happens to 

them after I leave”  “It’s a silly dog – it just wants to play all the time and not chase the lure so it has 

to go”  ****** Silly generally means that the dog won’t chase. 

PROFITING FROOM BLOOD – I have been told of one particular specialist vet clinic in QLD that 

accepts between 3 ‐ 8 greyhounds per day for draining of the blood, before they are killed. The clinic 

then profits from on‐selling the blood to innocent clients. This “bloody” business is happening every 

single day Australia wide.  

CONCLUSION 

The racing industry needs to be abolished due to the wastage and  suffering dogs are enduring  for a 

profit driven  betting and gambling industry. There are far too many dogs being bred and killed. 

   

 

 

 

 

 




