Redfern Oval

As a member of a community group – Redfern Oval Action Group – I wish to briefly address the future of Redfern Oval a key open space resource for the community.
I do this as a local resident for two reasons:

Primarily, to ensure that the Committee does look at the need for open space to be made available to the rapidly growing Redfern-Waterloo population, and secondly as a precautionary measure.

The precautionary motive reflects local resident concerns that there tends to be a presumption that this site is in some way dedicated to the South Sydney DRL Football Club, the Rabbitohs.  This drives us to address representations that may be made to the Committee which indicate that development of the oval for NRL football games or such professional sport would benefit the local community.  We disagree with such a representation.  [Our concern was raised by media reports surrounding the Redfern Riot of proposals by the South Sydney Leagues Club to redevelop Redfern Oval for SSDRLFC purposes]
Proposition for the Redfern Oval
Our proposition is that the rapid population growth occurring in this area will result in a need for increased access to open space and that the social implications of insufficient space to cater for a range of community needs should be addressed.
The Green Square development is only part of the overall residential development in this region and it and other developments are not providing additional open space, so existing resources need to be increasingly utilised (especially where they are the central core of a residential area, as in Redfern).  The solutions developed should address the adverse affects on residents and the local community.
Specifically, we propose that Redfern Oval should be redeveloped.  This redevelopment is well acknowledged as the current state of the ground is very poor – largely due to a neglect of maintenance over many years, features of the ground do not meet current building standards,  and that the ground can reasonably be described as an eyesore and a visually deteriorating facility.

Options for redevelopment reflecting resident needs can be characterised as:

(1) fully opening up the ground; or

(2) opening it up to give open access to the ground for the community without restriction; with facilities and structure that enables the football fraternity to utilise it for football training (as today), Junior & Senior football (as today), Indigenous sports carnivals (as today), and other suitable community events
A facility to cater for events where there is an expectation of small crowds, limited ticketing requirements – events where the impact can be catered for by the local area.
In general, local residents do not object to current usage levels, but would like to see the ground opened up for free community access and usage when not being used by the Football Club.  That infers removing the wire fence, reducing ground crowd capacity to at most 5,000, rounding off the mounds, and rebuilding existing structures to reflect appropriate scale usage.
I stress that people do argue that the ground should be levelled and returned to its original concept - for full community access providing a range of sporting and community services.

Population Growth

There has been substantial and continuing growth in the area’s residential population - through developments in the last decade, underway now and proposed.  This has transformed the area from a mixed residential-industrial area to a primarily residential area with limited commercial activity. Redfern itself (ignoring the Green Square developments) has been and is being transformed – a long list of developments can be provided to the Committee of developments over the last decade [i.e. since the Rabbitohs last played at Redfern].
For instance, we note that the population immediately adjacent to the ground is expected to see upto 1000 new residents over the next two to five years.  
Both the regional and the immediately adjacent population growth is increasing pressure on the existing park and consequently creating a significant need to open the oval so people can throw a frisbee, keep fit, and critically so kids can to developed their ball skills – and not be bound to living on the streets.

An enduring personal nightmare was watching young kids racing scooters up Phillip St into oncoming traffic, along with other sports.  We witnessed the sport of stoning vehicles as they passed the corner; and in more recent time kids playing a form of goal kicking - the objective being to land the ball amongst the electricity power wires at property connections (forming a type of basket).
There was and is an absence of space to do other open space activity, given the ground is essentially closed - although the fencing is always cut to enable illicit access to and short cuts across the ground.

Park History

Briefly this site was developed in the late 19th century as a recreational area (covering the full area) with the park (including a bandstand), bowling green, tennis courts, cricket ground and small clubhouse.  During the thirties the oval was developed to cater for small crowds (upto 5,500), with retention of the clubhouse and tennis courts.  In 1947 the ground was redeveloped for the Rabbitohs (meaning loss of the clubhouse and tennis courts) – the club used the ground when not playing home games at the SCG or Sportsground through to 1972 then from 1973 to 1987 full time following another redevelopment in 1971. Since 1988 (some 16 seasons) the ground has very had limited usage (three games in 1996).  The last fifteen seasons usage has in general been as a training facility for the Football Club, and a community sports ground for the Junior Rugby League finals and Aboriginal Knockout – crowds of upto 500 being the norm (I can advise even small crowds (even training at the ground) such as these stretch the parking potential of this area).
Past Development Proposals

Given its lack of use and care the facility has deteriorated significantly in all aspects – and consequently there have been several reviews undertaken to look at its improvement and development.

Several redevelopments documented include:

· the two options defined in the present Plan of Management [developed 1994-95 & adopted 1996 ~ note, practitioner and legal advice is that this Plan is no longer compliant with the Local Government Act]:

(a) an open ground with clubhouse, or

(b) a reduced capacity football ground along similar lines of today.

· Three options presented to the Redfern Oval Redevelopment Taskforce (a committee set-up by the South Sydney Council in 2002):

(a) 20,000 seat stadium;

(b) a 14,000 capacity ground

(c) an open park with clubhouse facility for the community usage

· The Football Club aired a major development proposal in the papers of a major Club/Football Ground complex in February 2002.
I note that the present LEP zones the ground for local recreation (vis-à-vis regional/national recreation as per the SCG & Aussie Stadium).
Further there seems to be an inertia against any real improvement of the ground, and no steps to change the ground in line with either solution in the existing Plan of Management seem to have been taken.

Possible Proposals to Committee
We are concerned with some rhetorical linkages that have been presented in the context of oval redevelopment:

First, that involvement with local youth & schools by the Rabbitohs is dependent on the Football Club’s ability to play at Redfern.  We don’t see the linkage.

Second, that a facility capable of being used a few times a season is reasonable.  This actually implies major development of the ground for supply of power, high lux lighting for TV broadcast, major stands for seating (even for smaller crowds) & fencing (access controls) to cater for and enable ticketing of ‘large’ crowds of 10,000 to 12,500 people with related parking/traffic issues – some 2,500 cars with no prospect of parking stations being developed.

The surface of the ground would necessarily be closed to public usage due to the standard implied by this level of football and resultant necessary care.  Our perception is that NRL games equal a closed ground.

We believe this is a leading edge proposition and threatens a long term pressure to enable the ground to be inappropriately developed.
Third, that the indigenous people & schools in our community need a major facility.  Aboriginal knockout competitions have historically been catered for here and at Erskineville over long weekends with (we estimate) peak crowds of 2,500.  This does not imply a major facility, but, it does imply a need for a community scaled facility.
Concerns regarding Re-development
Concerns that residents express with regard to the re-use of the oval as a venue for major sporting and other events and (even) current activity include:

· absence of adequate parking solutions/alternatives [repeatedly raised in planning documents, and deteriorating as more properties are built]
· traffic congestion

· absence of transport solutions (note Phillip St has a 3 tonne limit and is deemed residential traffic)

· noise (crowd and speaker)

· crowd management (particularly after the games)

· rubbish on the streets and in the oval

· lighting (high lux lighting)

· damage to the adjacent park due to training/warm-ups (no space available on the ground

· security of property.

