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The Director

General Purpose Standing Committee No.3
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Sir,

Re: Submission to Inquiry into Privatisation of Prisons and Prison-related
services in NSW

On behalf of Blacktown City Council, following is a submission for the Committees
inquiry into the privatisation of prisons and prison-related services in NSW.

As the Parklea facility is located within Blacktown City, privatisation of the facility is of
significant concern. | strongly request that the following submission and
recommendations be taken into consideration by the inquiry, and that the decision to
privatise Parklea Prison be reversed following recommendations outlined in this letter.

Blacktown City Council is opposed to the privatisation of the Parklea Prison and Prison-
related services for the following reasons.

1. Loss of Local Jobs for Local Residents

The Parklea facility employs 400 prison staff of which the majerity live in the local area.
Under private operation it is foreshadowed that local jobs will be lost, along with a
reduction in salaries in order to save cost.

In addition to this, it is possible that the Parklea Prison’s security status could, if under
private control, be downgraded. This scenario occurred at the privately operated Junee
facility in the 1990s when it was downgraded fo medium security prison following riots
by maximum security inmates. This situation led to even fewer prison officers being
required to operate the facility, and a reduction in local jobs.

email: mayor@blacktown.nsw.gov.au
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Should you require any further information regarding this submission please do not
hesitate to contact Council General Manager, Mr Ron Moore on 02 9839 6502. | look
forward to meeting with the Committee on 27 March 2009.

Yours sincerely,

LA

Charlie Lowles
Mayor

Blacktown City Council



