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7/11/2007 : LEGISLAT!VE COUNCIL
COMMITTEES

9 NOV 2007
The Director
Joint Seleét Committee on the RECEEVED

Royal North Shore Hospital
Parliament House
Macquarie St

Sydney, NSW 2000

Attention: Rev. Hon. Fred Nile MLC

Dear Rev. Nile,

Thank you for your letter of the 31st October 2007 requesting a submission to your enquiry. The RDA NSW wishes to
make the following brief points:

I~ This lady, whilst having an unfortunate outcome, was very fortunate to have had her miscarriage in a hospital with a
maternity unit in Sydney.

2. 50% of maternity units in rural NSW have closed in the last decade. Therefore many women in rural NSW do not
have any access to any maternity services, be it a maternity toilet or otherwise. In a town such as Cobar, this means
that women are 2-3 hours away from their nearest maternity unit.

(98]

The average age of GP Obstetricians required to deliver babies in rural NSW is now in their mid 50s, as is the
average age of rural midwives. There is no adequate training of a new workforce to replace these workers as they
retire in the next 5-10 years.

4. It appears the government is very concerned with a single episode at the Royal North Shore while it continues to
largely ignore the destruction of maternity services in rural NSW.

I enclose some graphs and statistics for your information.

DR LESLIE A WOOLLARD



Year
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006

Rural Proceduralists NSW 2006

Obstetricians anaesthetists obstet units deliveries
257 128 67 7208
261 131 67 6817
246 131 62 7343
228 127 61 6826
222 119 58 6826
212 118 57 6794
195 115 54 6158
167 105 49 5679
141 08 45 5000
135 99 42 4966
123 94 37 4363
122 89 35 4308
123 88 35 4715
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