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The weslem NSW LocalHeallh D stricl MentalHealth and Drug & Acoho (ltlHDA) Sedice was
in!ted by rhe comm ne of pariamenlary represenlaives lo provde a subm sB on lo the Inqu ry 'nlo
DrugandAcoho Treatment ,durng ihervs l toOrangeon l4May2013

' ne*irrll'e-e_rs o'Pele_". e lo" e InqurJ re folowrg po'.ls a'e aised

1 .2

l7

Fundinq lo be idenllied to mpement a peer supporvconsumer
there rs one unfunded consumer representaive nthe Drug and

Funding lorlhe Opiod T€atme.t Program across WNSWLHD is insufic€n1to meet
lhe demands ior lhis evdence based lreaim€nt curenly al seruices have waling
I sts lhough lhey are notalrue ndication olneed, as many potenlialc enlsdo not
€g sterdue to their knowledge oflhe wait ng isl scenafo

Funding ior iragist€tes Eady Reieria nlo T@atmenl conl nles io beexpandedto
incllderefetra andlrealmentforacoholreatedissues asaprifrarydrugolconcem
A @holis a malor ssue parl cularly in ru€ areas and lh s seto ce has prov ded vasi
benef i l lo rc ien tso iOrange asap io ls le fo r lheRura lAcoho D iversonProgram.

Ref nements to the Involu.lary Drua and Alcohol Trealmenl (IDAT) Program shoud

1 The DAT Program is provinglo beane*remelyvauable newlype of seruicefor
drug and acohollreaimeni orange cu(enlly ope€tes 75% of the state Iol.
bedslorthst@atme.t. The maiorty of palients have pfeviously had scores (40
100) hosplaladmlssions over the prevous three y*rs, resuliing n a hiqh burden
to healthseru@swilh no oigtem recovery

Arrhe DAT Proqram s a new nlialve. tundng 10lndenake an eremal
evaluaton ol lhe IDAT Prograff to ensure nformed fulure d rcctons of lhe

3 That the Drug & A cohorTrealmenl Act 2007 (Act 2007)wou d benefitiofr a
nlmbef oflhe amendmenls that have been winen nlo fhe Dtus featnenl
Anendnenl (Rehqbftatian of Pe6ahs with Se@te Subslance Dependence) a l
2012 we be eve lhat:



Thec!trent reletra pro€du€ utls ng assessments by a med calp.actir oner
and Invo unlary Trealmenl Laison officer (rTLo)pGced ns reletra ro an
Acced ledMedica  Prac l i ioner (AMP)  se f f  cen tandmakesbestuseo i the
resources a localed to IDAT wenorelhal lTLosare areadvslrelched and
o4....d q lhe .pacr of rhe aooeo I l. o ro e ro rher o; d. rre.

Incr€asin! th€ ranqe of peBons who cou d make reiera s wou d makethe

Theamendmenls DroDosed n reation lo Nallrexone molants are nol
slppol€d by evidence oi effecliveness. n additoi, Naltexone mplants are in
lacl notapproved bytheAusl€lan TGAforuse nths counlryexcepl undef
veryspeca andlmledcncumslances and have nol been shown at this t me
to  be  sa fe  o r  e f fec l i ve  tea lmen l  l  su icear f romlheAmendmenlB l2Cl2 i f
the p.oposed use of Nalrexone imp anls as part of oulpal enl nvounlary
lreatment s ntended lor oatenls wdh oo o d d€oendence or a mhd
depend€nce howevef. r€gadess ofwhch we would slro.qly urge lhis
co f rpo .e . lo f  theAmendmenlB l2012tob€removed

The concepr olexlens on ofrhe period of lhe oependency cedifcale order
beyond 30 days io a duration ol not in exc6s of90 days has mert. bul on y I
lhe Amendment B lla o€ for the Dependency certif cate underthe Act to be
t€nsfeiied 1o anothertreatment sett nc al the d scretion ol the aMP afie.28
days spending uplo 90days n an 0AT unlw lmosuy be counier
produc l i ve  Theun i tsareno lphysca lyappropra te fo rp€ope loreman n for
uplo90days. andlhe prcgrams run by DAT Ufis wi not be effective over
lhee*endedperod ncomparso .wtho therdrugandacoho lprograms
desgned for onger slays However being requ red to continue l€atmenl after
23 days n ai OAT Unt foruplo 90days in a residenlial rehabllation
proqram.oranoutpar ienrprogr .mwhereapat ien l  s i rea ledrorerampewlh
D sulfirah to assisl th€m notlo return 10 a coho use would be benefca
Add o  r .  rh reae-so  {o - ldpa.ea  J  p  opo>eod>c-> : ron :on
Communiiy Treahenl Orders lemporar y on ho!

Wth respecl lo p acing those under 18 year ol age underlheAcl2007, ihe
IDAT Units ae nol su l.be serulces for ado escents for a number of reasons

conracr with older cienls may pra@ lliem ai rsk both ol harm by
consortng with napproprale nluences at an age when lhey may be

1 '  e  s ld " i ' e  U l l -  s  I  r o '  ha \e  I  .  r pp ro f l  d re . r  I s  o r  e ,pa  a  (e  o
adequalelyt@at peope under 13, aslhs is a speciaisllield.

i ihe programs n lhe Un ls wi I not be s! tabe for both older and under
13 age groups al lhe same I me so wl requne frore.esources for

Fundng to be idenlif ed for dedicated posi o.s to provide drug a.d alcoho
hea lh promoton. prevenl on and early inleruenton slraregles and support
rmp ementat on of the slale-w de Orug and AcoholPlan




