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OFFICERS REPORTS 
 

12 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL INQUIRY INTO LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT – SUBMISSION  

FILE NO: L-40-3 PT3 

Attachments: Terms of Reference   

Draft Submission      

REPORT BY: GENERAL MANAGER          

Summary: 

 This report provides our submission to the Legislative Council’s Inquiry into Local 

Government in NSW, specifically focussed on the ‘Fit for the Future’ Reform 

Agenda. 

 It is recommended that this submission be endorsed for lodgment with the Inquiry 

by the 5 July 2015 deadline 

 It is also recommended that a copy of our submission be placed on the ‘Canterbury 

Connects’ website to inform the community of our position. 

Council Delivery Program and Budget Implications: 

The outcome of the ‘Fit for the Future’ process will have ongoing impacts for our 

Community Strategic Plan and Budget. 

Report: 

As part of the Fit for the Future Reform process on 22 April 2015 the NSW Government 

advised that the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) would fulfil the role 

of the Expert Advisory Panel and undertake the review of NSW councils' 'Fit for the Future' 

proposals. 

 

The NSW Government provided the Terms of Reference for this review process, and IPART 

subsequently released a Consultation Paper outlining their proposed methodology to assess 

the proposals. The release of this methodology and the accompanying consultation process 

prompted a lot of public debate regarding the Fit for the Future Program and the intentions of 

the State Government.  

 

In response to a number of these concerns expressed by councils, the NSW Legislative 

Council has resolved to convene an Inquiry into Local Government in NSW, and in 

particular, the Fit for the Future Reform Agenda. 

 

The timeline for this Inquiry is as follows: 

Inquiry referred: 27 May 2015 

Call for submissions: 28 May 2015 

Submissions close: 5 July 2015 

Final report due: 17 August 2015 

 






























