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The Director

General Purpose Standing Committee No. 3
Parllament House

Macquarie St

Sydney NSW 2000

Fax: (02) 9230 2981

Deur Sir/Madar,
Please accept my submission;

The health and cere needs of our socletyhave changed; Individusals are living longer and at the same
time, the burder of chronic disease is increasing. The pattern of use and demaopraphic of nursing
iames are changing. Changes health status and Increases in the ugeing population arce fikely have a
dramatlc effect on nursing homes and in particular the role of the registered nurse.

In the pust, registered nurses assumed a supervisory role within the aursing home environment, The
reglstered nurse supervised unregulated staff, dispensed medications, monltored patlents and often
performed the role of the manager, With the Increasing costs of long term care, the role of the
registered nurse has changed. Some vould clalm, not for the better.

there is increasing relignce on the unregulated nursing statt within the nursing home eaviconment,
This may be due to the cost of the registered nurse, The unreguleted staff, Inciuding 2ssistant in
nursing or the personal care asslstant have vartahle training. While somic of these staff are in fact
undergraduate Buchelor of Nursing students, many complete a short competency based course.
some of these are as short as 5 weeks. Since 1hese courses or the providers are not aceredited by
the pealc nursing body, Australian Nursing and (idwifery Accreditation Councll, thelr content,
duration and teaching methods are questionable.

Ofmaost concern to me, is the role the unregulated staff play In medication administration.
Unrequlated staff do not have the sume level of knowledge or skill as the reglstered nurse In
medication administration. For example, a student enrolled in a Bachelor of Mursing receives
knowledge In the area of pharmacology, pharmacokinetics and the process of medication
administration. Approximately one semester Is devoted to these areus in uny Bechiclor of Nursing
program. Studerts have 2 clinical assessment by simulation before they are allowed to clspense
rnedlcations Irca clinlcal setting. t do nut believe the some level of assessment is Included the
AN/PCA training, ‘

There s conslderable evidence that more RN stall hours are associated with better patlent
outcomes; for example comtfort for the patlents (Shin 2013). The registered nurse is scon s o key
contributor to nursing home quality and rescurchers fuve found that when the registered nurse ls.
involved in decision making, there are better cilnlcal autcornes (Dellfleld, Castle, MceGilton and
Splisbury 2015). Reglstered nurses also play a role in preventing and respording to critical incidents
I the nursing home anvironment and this rmay reduce admissions to hospital.
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Clients who llve In a nursing home have complex care requirements and requlre registered nurses
with baccalaureate gualifications to manage (heir care. The registered nurse should also be
responsible for the supervision of the unregulated staff. Registered nurses must remaln In the
nursing home environment In a direct core role. There Is an urgent need for the uniegulated staff to
be regulated in‘line with other hursing professions and so stindards must be developed for both
education and practice. Older Austrailans descrve this.

Assoclate Prefessor Tracey Moronay, RN, BN (Hous) (Syd}, PhD (Syd), Grad Curt Ed Studics, MACH
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