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Councillor Sonya Phillips 
Mayor of Baulkham Hills Shire 

 

 
 

 
MEDIA RELEASE 
EMBARGO: 10am 5 December 2007  
 

CASHBACK BRIBES DISCRIMINATE AGAINST THE HILLS 
 
 
The State Government will pay out $680 million in refunds to motorists using the M4 and M5 
tollways by July 2008, while imposing a $4,000 annual surcharge on north-west motorists 
forced to use the M2, Lane Cove Tunnel and Harbour Bridge. 
 
The Mayor of Baulkham Hills Shire Council, Clr Sonya Phillips, today accused the State 
Government of discriminating against Hills residents who are car dependent because of a lack 
of will to provide heavy rail links years ago when planners forced new home sites to open in 
the Shire. 
 
“Faced with inadequate public transport, and burdened by higher mortgage payments than 
elsewhere in Sydney, we are the bunnies in the spotlight as interest rates rise higher. 
 
“The Cashback refunds  to western Sydney motorists lucky to live in Labor electorates is 
nothing short of bribery. We don’t count in the eyes of the Labor State Government because 
they assume we are all white collar workers living in affluent Liberal heartland. 
 
”The Census figures show more than 50 per cent of our work force are in blue collar 
occupations, including thousands forced to use the M2 daily to travel elsewhere to work,” 
Mayor Phillips said.  
 
The Cashback scheme introduced in 1997 returns all but the 10 per cent GST component on 
tolls covering the M4 and M5 to motorists from south-west Sydney. 
 
Current Cashback arrangements will continue until 2010 on the M4, and 2023 on the M5, 
although toll operators can gain concessions by undertaking additional works, as occurred with 
the M5 contract. 
 
From Baulkham Hills, tolls charged one way to the CBD are $4.40 (M2), $2.55 (Lane Cove 
Tunnel) and $3 (Sydney Harbour Bridge).  
 
“Based on a 48 week working year our motorists travelling to the city and home are up for  
$16.90 per day,  $84.50 per week,  $338 per month, or $4,056 per year. And that’s after tax 
payments. 
 
“By contrast an M4-M5 comparable user pays $1.20 daily, $6.00 weekly, $24.00 monthly and   
$288 annually based on a 48-week working year. 
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“On top of that, we pay 52 cents a litre in excise and GST while the State Government refuses 
to upgrade state-owned roads such as Showground Road in Castle Hill, for example, claiming 
it doesn’t have the money. 
 
“Shire homebuyers have larger mortgages and only one in 10 homes are rented out. 
 
“The 2005 median house price in Baulkham Hills Shire was $552,000, and 38 per cent of our 
residents are paying off mortgages.  
 
“I can’t say the Liberal Opposition has gone out of its way to promise relief either, but they 
have been out of government for more than a decade after poor management of the M4 and 
M5 construction contracts which led to Cashback,” Clr Phillips explained. 
 
“The State Upper House needs to hold a public inquiry to restore equity to all motorists, 
especially as more tollways are planned for the future. 
 
“We are discriminated against. Cashback is a tax subsidy while our toll payments are a double 
tax slug. You can’t get a clearer case of discrimination,” Clr Phillips said. 
 
On top of the  $590 million already paid out to M4 and M5 concessional motorists, Cashback 
will refund a further $97 million in 2007-08, and $102 million in 2008-09. 
 
“When will this all end?” How many billions will Cashback cost?” Clr Phillips queried.   
 

CASHBACK REPAYMENTS FOR M4 AND M5 MOTORISTS (ACTUAL) 
 
1996-1997 $10,882,000 
1997-1998 $24,242,000 
1998-1999 $30,454,000 
1999-2000 $36,209,000 
2000-2001 $42,450,000 
2001-2002 $55,520,000 
2002-2003 $65,980,000 
2003-2004 $72,500,000 
2004-2005 $78,317,000 
2005-2006 $81,800,000 
2006-2007 $92,000,000 (budget estimate)
2007-2008 $97,000,000 (budget) 
2008-2009 $102,000,000 (budget) 
 
Source: Roads and Traffic Authority 
 
Interviews:  Mayor Phillips Tel: 0412 143 680 
 
-ENDS- 
 
For further information about this media release, contact Michael Ross, Baulkham Hills Shire 
Council’s Senior Communications Consultant on 0416 406 960 
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