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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO PACIFIC HIGHWAY UPGRADES: 

COFFS HARBOUR 
 
 

PACIFIC HIGHWAY – NO MORE EXCUSES  
 

 
The  S tuden t ’ s  Assoc i a t i on  r ep re sen t s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  o v e r  2 0 0 0  

s t uden t s  a t t end ing  t he  Cof f s  Ha r b o u r  E d u c a t i o n  C a mp u s .  M a n y  

o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t r a v e l  o n  t h e  P a c i f i c  H i g h w a y  d a i l y  t o  a t t e n d  

c l a s s e s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s ,  s o me  o f  t h e s e  

s t uden t s  have  been  i nvo lved  i n  s e r i ous  acc iden t s  on  t he  Pac i f i c  

H i g h w a y .  P a r e n t s  o f  s t u d e n t s  h a ve  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  c o n c e r ns ,  

a s k i n g  t he i r  c h i l d r e n  n o t  t o  t r a ve l  o n  t h e  P a c i f i c  H i g h w a y ,  

p r e f e r r i ng  t o  pa y  f o r  a i r f a r e s  w h e n  t h e y  r e t u r n  h ome  d u r i n g  

h o l i d a y s .   

 

I t  i s  w e l l  r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t h e  h i g h w a y  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  

v o l u me  o f  t r a f f i c  a n d  t h e  so lu t i ons  a r e  we l l  known .  

 

 “ U n d i v i de d  R o a d s  -  T h i s  i s  t h e  n u mb e r  o n e  ha z a r d  o n  o u r  

r o a d s .  I t  i s  r e s p ons i b l e  fo r  t h e  ma j o r i t y  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  

a n d  i n j u r i e s .  B y  d i v i d i n g  a l l  o u r  ma j o r  r o a d s  a n d  

h i g h w a y s  w i t h  s a f e t y  b a r r i e r s ,  t h e  n u mbe r  o f  h e a d - o n  

c o l l i s i o n s  a n d  r e s u l t i n g  f a t a l i t i e s  w ou l d  f a l l  t o  a l mos t  

z e ro . ” (NRMA h t t p : / /www. mynr ma . com.au / s a f e r r o a ds  

/ s a v e _ L i ve s . a s p )  
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.  

T h e  S t u d e n t ’ s  A s soc i a t i o n  f e e l s  t ha t  bo th  t he  s t a t e  and  f ede ra l  

g o v e r n me n t s  h a v e  f a i l e d  i n  t h e i r  d u t y  o f  c a r e  t o  t h e s e  y o u n g  

peop l e  by  no t  p rov id ing  a  s a f e ,  d i v i d e d  r o a d w a y  f o r  t h e m t o  

t r a v e l .  T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  s e pa r a t i o n  o f  

c a r r i a g e wa y s  a s  a n  i n t e r i m  me a s u r e  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  i n  p l a c e  

i m me d i a t e l y .  A r g u me n t s  s u r r o u n d i n g  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  a s i de  so  t ha t  t he se  i n t e r im 

me a s u r e s  c a n  b e  p u t  i n  p l a c e  i m m e d i a t e l y .  A r g u me n t s  a b o u t  

f und ing  a r r angeme n t s  p rov ide  no  cons o l a t i on  t o  t he  pa r en t s  o f  a  

d e a d  c h i l d !    

 

O u r  y o u n g  p e o p l e  d e s e r v e  t h e  o p p o r tun i t y  t o  g row  and  deve lop  

i n  t h e  b e s t  e n v i r o n me n t  t h a t  o u r  c o u n t r y  c a n  p r o v i d e  –  t h i s  

i n c l u d e s  a  s a f e ,  d i v i d e d  P a c i f i c  H ighway .   The  s t uden t s  a t  Co f f s  

H a r b o u r  d o  n o t  w a n t  e x c u s e s  -  t hey  wan t  t o  BE  SAFE!    

 

 

 

N e v i l l e  Ne a l   

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  C r o s s  U n i v e r s i t y  

C o f f s  H a r b o u r  S t u d e n t ’ s  A s s o c i a t i o n   


