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Craig Stevens

Tothe peaple we pay to make a difference.

My name is Craig Stevens | am an Intensive Care Rescue Paramadic with the Ambulance service of
WSW. Istarted with the service an the 3" of November 1397 and have worked an the central coast
most of my career | am extremely proud of the service | provide the public and would choose to do
ne other jab.

| am writing to you to alr my concerns about the recornmendation to disband Ambulance Rescue in
NSW, | believe that disbanding ambulance rescue would be unnecessariiy putting the people of NSW
atrisk.

Ambulance rescue supply a valuable and unmatched service to the members of the public by
providing the only medically trained rescue officers in the country, | have family on the central
coast and | do not want them being rescued by someone who has lite or na knowledge of the
injurias they have sustained or how to treat them preperly. And don't let the fire brigade fool you,
there are situations out there where the only person whe can get to you is the rescue operator. Ask
vourse/f what is best for your family.

Ambulance rescue offers the people of NSW with 194 trained rescue operators whom are trained in
many different aspects of rescue including,

Vertleal Reseue = aceessing patients down cliffs, in wells, trapped on side of high rise buildings.
Road Rescue — removing patients trapped in motor vehides

Confined Space Rescue — accessing patients trapped in silos, vil tanks

Trench Rescue — aceessing and rescuing patients trapped [n trench ccllapses

Swift Waler Rescue — rescuing patients fram fast moving water.

CBR Training — can respond to any CBR incident and wark In the hot zone {only medically trained
people who can)

Ambulance Rescue has the only VETAB accredited rescue course as well as being the best, most in
depth rescue course available In the country.  This is evident by outside agencies lining up to get
people on the course.  For example NSW mines and the Australlan Defence Force including
members af the SAS.

Ambulance Rescue glves the NSW government the ability to send highly trained officars to any major
incldent of natural disaster that occurs within the country or werld, knowing that the teams can be
self sufficient with the ability to find, rescue, treat, package and transport patients without requiring
other agencies. Ambulance rescue is the anly ageney with this ability.




The main reasons given for disbanding rescue is cost and staffing. Cost is something | hear a lotin
the ambulance service now, when is the ambulance service gaing to stop trying to run abusiness
and start running the service as a service. The Ambulance service requires a Commissioner not a
CEQ. To disband rescue you would have to purchase new vehlicles for 5 stations, develop a new
CBR, major incident policy and fraining to fill the void of losing 194 trained officars. Not to mantion
you would |ose 3.2 million deollars of equipment and 3.5 million i vehicles.

To say that disbanding rescue would elevate staffing problems by putting another vehicle on the
road is a ludicrous statement, on the central coast it wauld be just another vehlcle in hed black. If
staffing is that desperate that you have to shut down spedialist units to cope someone should ask
the manhagement of the Ambulance service why they have spent at least 300,000 dollars of tax
payers maney into exiarnal reviews of staffing levels and station placement on the central coast,
Only to either ignore recommeandations or keep secret and not table the results or cancel the review
just prior to it baing completed. Not the way | like my tax dollars being spant.

Ta disband Ambulance Rescue would be just another way of chipping away at moral at the frantline
aof the service, by removing another career path for officers. The management love 1o advertise that

- we are the most trusted profession but seem to fall short when asked to support the officers thisis
built an.

With what Ambulance Rescua has to offer the state af NSW the government should not be trying to
dishand this service but should be trying to expand what is easily evident the best rescue service
available to people of NSW. Regardless of whom supplies rescue services it still costs the
gavernment the same money it just gets put in a different account.

In short by the government disbanding itself of Ambulance Rescue would just show to me that it
doesn't have the ahillty to look at the big picture and provide the best for the people that entrusted
the running of the state to you.

Mavybe you should stop listening to managers who are interested in what looks good on a resume
and listen to the people who truly provide the service and know what is best for the patient.

Yours Faithfully
Craig Stevens
Intensive Care Rescue Paramedic

Ambulance Service of NSW (far now)}



