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15'" Decenber 2003
The Director,
Standing Conmttee on State devel opnent,
Legi sl ati ve Counci
Par | i ament House
Sydney NSW 2000.

Dear Director,

| wite on behalf of the West Wallsend Branch of the Australian
Labor Party (WVALP) with a subm ssion concerning the recent notice
seeki ng submissions into Port Infrastructure in NSW

West Wal I send and the nearby |ocal communities of Seahanpton,
Hol mesville, Barnsley and Killingworth are situated close to the northern
end of the F3 freeway. Indeed noise fromthe traffic is a considerable
source of annoyance to nmany residents who live close to the freeway.

Wth the closure of the BHP steel -making plant on the Hunter R ver
and the subsequent denolition of much of the steel infrastructure a
contai ner term nal has been noboted as the main option for the site. Wth
t he harbour available and rail facilities available it is a prine site
for such a devel opnent.

In Cctober the Prem er of NSWBob Carr announced that Port Jackson
woul d be cl osed to container shipping when | eases and options for the
present wharves expired in some 10 to 15 years tine. This announcenent
meant that the Port of Newcastle becane a prine candidate for further
devel opnent .

Reports circul ated that the port could handle up to one mllion
contai ners per year when fully devel oped in the next decade or two.
Comments reported by | ocal spokespeople for the port corporation
indicated that it m ght be expected that up to 30% of containers could be
noved by road transport with the remaining 70% by rail.

In crude figures one mllion containers per year translates to
approxi mately 2700 to 2800 containers per day. On the basis of a 30/70
split this equates to approximately 700 extra truck novenents onto the
I ndustrial H ghway near the port with flow on extra traffic noving onto
the F3 and subsequently noving past the communities that the WAPDPC
represent.

For rail this 70% equates to_ten, two hundred container trains
onto the present 19" century designed rail infrastructure, which is
presently struggling to cope with the present traffic demands on the rai
system from both coal trains and passenger traffic. Recent announcenents
have indicated that an additional $200 mllion will need to be spent in
renovating the present lines just to handle the present coal tonnage
requirenents. Wth the intended coal mning in the Mandal ong area on the
Central Coast the nunbers of coal trains to the port will increase quite
substanti al |l y.

For the local region there are a nunber of inplications for the



residents described in this report along the fringes of the F3 freeway.
The 700 extra truck novenents per day (30 per hour) equates to;
o Geatly increased noise pollution
o Greatly increased air pollution
o Increased nunbers of accidents on |ocal roads |eading off
the F3 to the port. Indeed it may be that the savings on
acci dent costs would pay for much of the infrastructure
involved in a total rail system

Assumi ng that nost of the containers will have additional

di stance to travel to their final destination into or fromthe
Sydney basin then there will be a deal of additional diesel
that will be consumed in performng this task. Indeed this
will equate to possibly hundreds of thousands of tonnes of
carbon di oxi de additional into the atnosphere.

Wiile in this submission it has been assuned that the
containers will, in a mjority of cases traverse to Sydney, a percentage
will be bound to other destinations, as it is unlikely that ships wl|l
use other ports with their port charges in order to unload snal
cont ai ner nunbers. This has inplications for the rail systemboth [ocally
and for further intrastate and interstate routes.

The WV ALP makes the followi ng recomrendati ons to your
committee, prenmised that a |ead-tine of 10 to 15 years is available to
ensure that quality inprovenents, perhaps costing billion of dollars are
in place to aneliorate del eterious environnental effects.

The reconmendati ons are:
(1) That all containers are noved into and out of the port by RAIL

(2) That a dedicated freight |ine be constructed between Fassifern and
Hexham This line to be WEST of M. Sugarl oaf using the R chnond Val e-
Hexhamrail corridor across the Hexhamwetlands. It is noted that no rai
corridor has yet been identified for this Iine. This nust be rectified
urgently.

(3) That a third rail line be constructed between Fassifern and at | east
Wong, with the concurrent elimnation of several infanous bends on this
I'ine.

(4) That the dual track on the northwest rail |ine through the Hunter
Val | ey be extended to at | east Scone, preferably Wngen, to all ow coa
m ne expansi on nooted to avoid road transport.

(5) That the Ardglen Tunnel project be fast-tracked and conpl et ed
expeditiously to allow internodal termnals to be devel oped in regional
towns to allow freight containers to be transported to the Newcastl e
Port. Internpodal term nals be constructed or expanded at WNbree,
Narrabri, Gunnedah, Werris Creek, Tamwrth and Arm dal e/ d enl nnes.

(6) That the rail line between Mree and Boggabilla be re-opened and the
standard gauge |line be conpleted through Goondiwi ndi to Brisbane. This
woul d enable freight to nove from Brisbane to Ml bourne w thout noving

t hrough Sydney.

(7) That the present rail line through Wall angarra be re-opened and
st andard gauge conpleted to Brisbane.

(8) That the rail line fromM Russell to Mdree be re-opened

(9) That the single track be made dual track on the North Coast line to
at | east G oucestor.This would all ow separation of coal freight from
passenger trains.

(10) That all instrunentalities and corporations, both governnment and



non- government, be required to calculate the extra CO2 expelled with the
rel ocati on of the container port to Newcastle. The devel opnent then be
required to rehabilitate degraded | and needed and plant native trees that
woul d sequester at |east twice the CO2 emtted by the port project on an
annual basis.

The WWALP is concerned that short-termill considered planning
will be availed and the opportunity to allow for decent environnental,
social and traffic outcomes will be discarded in the rush to short term
expedi ent outcomes. This nust not be allowed to happen! The
commttees’ attention is drawn to the CSI RO paper presented to the UN
conference in MIlan [ ast Thursday by M nister Rod Kenp. Access to the
paper was not available at the tine of witing. Copies wll be nade
public early in the New Year, and should be required reading by comnmttee
menbers and its findings incorporated in any recomrendations that the
comm ttee may adopt.

The recomrendations as outlined will ensure the creation of
enpl oynent associated with the port devel opnment but will also ensure that
the wealth created by the nove can be shared by the broader regional and
rural communities that depend on the Newcastle Port for their livelihood.
It will also mnimze the additional carbon dioxide output if rai
transport is used to carry all the freight to the container termnal.

The | ocal conmmunity represented by this organization is not
opposed in principle to the rationalization of the nunber of container
ports. It is however determined to ensure that short-term expedi ent
solutions are not forced upon the West Wallsend community. The sincerity
of the governnment will be tested in this exercise. The conmttee’'s
attention is drawn to an article “An even nore sunburnt country-thanks
to gl obal warm ng” by Prem er Bob Carr (SWVH 22/08/03)

A failure to deliver on greenhouse efficiency in this
infrastructure planning will clearly brand the governnent as sinply self-
servi ng expedi ent hypocrites.

Thank you for the opportunity for our branch to forward our
views for consideration in the commttee deliberations.

Yours faithfully,
Bernard Giffin
WAV ALP Secretary.



