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ATTENTION: Committee Members
Dear Committee Members,

I am a born and bred Novocastrian who has followed the planning process for the renewal and
revitalisation of the Newcastle CBD area for some time. | understand that as a committee you have
been tasked with considering the role of the Department of Planning and Infrastructure, Newcastle
City Council, UrbanGrowth NSW, Lake Macquarie Council, and the Hunter Development Corporation
in the consideration and assessment of:

(a) State Environmental Planning Policy (SEPP) Amendment (Newcastle City Centre) 2014

(b) the Newcastle Urban Renewal Strategy

(c) the Whitebridge development plan in Lake Macquarie

(d) DA 2014/323 — Newcastle East End Development

(e) the decision to terminate the Newcastle rail line at Wickham and any proposal to construct
light rail including along Hunter and Scott Streets, and

(f) any related matters.

To assist you with this | have set out in the following figure the timeline of studies and policies that
have led to the items referenced above in (a), (b), (d) and (e).

The timeline of studies undertaken and alignment of Government policies demonstrate that the
subject of the Newcastle Urban Renewal and the termination of the rail line have been investigated
and robustly challenged over the past decade. These have been investigated by many government
departments demonstrating a whole of government approach has been taken on these issues. In
addition during this time there have been different Premiers, Ministers of the individual portfolios of
Planning, the Hunter and Transport, and also at least four members for the seat of Newcastle
representing both major political parties.

| strongly urge the committee members to be balanced in their assessment and maintain the interests
of the citizens of Newcastle and the Hunter. The decision to remove the heavy rail line underpins the

urban renewal of Newcastle and cannot be revisited.

After a decade of investigations and discussions the population of Newcastle deserves to be allowed
to move on and allow the city to prosper.

Kind regards

David Geraghty
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+ Newcastle Branch Line Study Report - Arup for Rail Infrastructure Corporation, September 2002. A study to identify the long term maintenance requirements for the
continued operation of Newcastle Branch Line (NBL) and the implications of full or partial clos ure of NBL

« Lower Hunter Transport Working Group working for Minister for the Hunter and Minister for Transport Services - the working group finding #11 found their preferred
option as being the removal of the heavy rail line from Broadmeadow to Newcastle CBD and replacement of a free bus servuce subject to the detailed feasibility study of an
efficent transport interchage at Braodmeadow

« Broadmeadow Transport Interchange - Feasibility Study, Prepared for Ministry of Transport, Date November 2004. This was a comprehensive review of the issues around a
efficent transport inetrgchange at Broadmeadow including design options, engineering, costs, rail patronage, bus and multi modal operations, rail operation, asseement of land
and dveelopment opportunity, preliminary planning review and delivery strategy.

« The Lower Hunter Regional Strategy - The Lower Hunter Regional Strategy 2006-2031 pre >ared by Department of Planning established a 25 year planning framework to
guide the growth and spatial development of the Lower Hunter Region. The strategy identifed an additional 10,000 jobs and 4,000 dwellings for the city centre by 2031.

« City Centre Vision - In 2006, the Department of Planning’s Cities Taskforce undertook a comprehensive planning and urban design investigation for the city centre. This
culminated in the release of a City Centre Vision and Civic Improvement Plan (CIP). The vision established strong directions for growth and revitalisation of the city centre,
most of which remain valid

« Warabrook Terminus and Modified Light Rail Investigation. Worley Parsons for RailCorp 2007. A preliminary assessment of the proposal to establish Warabrook
Terminus for EMI and to operate modified light rail to Newcastle through the electr fication of the rail line to Warabrook: de electrification of the line Hamilton-Newcastle and
use modified Hunter Rail Cars (HRC) as light rail vehicles on the Newcastle Branch line. The study did not make a firm recommendation or a preferred option.

« Newcastle CBD Taskforce - In August 2008, the NSW Government formed Newcastle CBD Taskforce to research and plan for the revitalisation of the city centre.

2008

+ Newcastle CBD Integrated Transport — Identification of Preferred Transport Scheme. Parsons Brinkerhoff for the Hunter Development Corporation (HDC). The report
determined that the reasons for shortening the Newcastle Branch Line are because it is in the wrong place to serve the Regional Centre. It divides the precincts of the central
city and reduces accessibility to the CBD.

+ Newcastle CBD Strategy — Rail Proposal Cost Benefit Assessment. Urbis for HDC 2009. The report concluded that: Terminating west of Stewart Ave clearly provides a
net community benefit, regardless of GPT development and Non-quantifiable benefits of terminating west of Stewart Ave include facilitat ng the evolution of a more integrated
CBD and linkages, investors confidence an increased revenue base and improved residential amenity.

+ Newcastle City Centre Renewal Report - Hunter Development Corporation. The report outli 1es a number of actions and catalyst projects to copntr bute toi the revitalisation
process and a 15 - 20 year blueprint for the city centre.

« Investigation into the feasibility and cost estimate of terminating the Newcastle Line at Wickham Station - AECOM for Railcorp. This report developed one preferred
opti(t)n fcg?cep}t pl!\an which addresse OH&S and operational requirements in a cost effectrive 1anner. The preferred option was termination of the Newcastle rail line to the
west of Stewart Avenue.

. TheI ‘State Environmental Planning Policy (Urban Renewal) 2010. The Newcastle City Ce itre is one of three precincts to which the Urban Renewal SEPP currently
applies.

+Newcastle 2030 . Newcastle 2030 is the shared community vision developed by the City of Jewcastle and key stakeholders. This document ident fied seven key strategic
directions for Newcastle .

« Hunter Street Revitalisation Master plan - Following an extensive community engagement jrocess, the City of Newcastle adopted the Hunter Street Revitalisation Master
Plan to improve the economic, social, governance and environmental viability of Hunter Street.

+«NSW 2021 - Urban renewal of the Newcastle City Centre is consistent with a number of NSW 2021 goals

« Newcastle Urban Regional Strategy - In 2012 the Newcastle Urban regional Strategy docu nent was produced which adopted the same strategic planning ideas which were
promoted in the 2009 HDC Newcastle City Centre Renewal Report

« State Environmental Planning Policy Amendment (Newcastle City Centre) - Gazettal ba ;ed on the recommendations of the Newcastle Urban Regional Strategy
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