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Dear Mr Robertson, L : 190" February 2009

Minister for Justice, ...

The February mesting of the Dubbe branch of Country I sbor passed 2 motion
expressing our opposition 10 privatisation of government assets and services in
general and prisens in particular. The hranch was responding to-news that the NSW
Labor Govemrgent Proposes to pmvanse Parkica: and Cessnock jails, .
Wy note that this proposal i is-atl tog.fomi iniscont of the pmpnsa! to privatise the
cleetricity industry-tind we can vaf‘ely Asgume i3 mrmlarly opposed by the vast
_mdwrlty of the party membersh! [

Dlder tnembers of the hranch noted that the iden of pnvatiz-,m £ prisons would some -
yedrs ago, have, been conszdmd & joke. That airy aspect of justice and law-and ordér’
be contracted ouf for pﬂvate profit is bizarrc-and repregents am abdication of the
rmponmblht:cs of governmont. Ofie wohders whether the next Milton Fnedman
absurdity, the privatisation of the court systcm, canbe farbehingd, - o .

The record of privatised prisons is hardly a recommendation, for the process. As &
result, there gppeacs 1o be a movement away from the formerty fashionable
contracting ont of government scrvices throughout the world. . o

As atenderer will probably be ibe American-based multi national that ran Mr
Howard's refugee detention taciif es,: 1t will be tmpossmle to Justlﬁf the move w:th
anything resembling truth and lugau .

The absurdity of g pehcy af pnvnhqatmn i compounded by the antxqulty of'the
knowledge that it does not work. Allgr warly scundals in transportation'of eonvicts to
Austraha, the system camne under tight govemmient control $o that for tost of i1 9%
venfury if was sator to travel Io, Australit #s 4 convict than a5 free :mmngmnt Are
we 10 ropeat the mistakes gf the 187 century? « -+

The lesson of the failure of the pnvatcly-nwned p,re-school chain, AB(" Leummg,
shows that services for profit ate subject to the vagaries of greed-induced speculation
by mulii-nativnal conglomerates. Imagine an ABC Learning stmation in a jail. What
do you do when a jail shuts down because the corpany managing it has failed?

The bettayal of the prison officers equals the botrayal of the prisoners. The loyal
scrvice of the former {s treated with contempt; the nceds of the latter are ignored.
This.is & Lranspevent attcmpt to sulve the state’s current financis] ;mblems in the most
4rrcqpom|bie way. This is clearly a case of making temporary gains at the price of
{asting sacrifices.

Finally, we refer you to “Australian Labor Party {NSW Branch) 2006 - 2008 Policy”
page §7: “Labor apposes the private conttact management of prisons™,

cethe NSW Premier the Hon A, Fazip MLC R. Young
; Assisiant Secretary



