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NEW SOUTH WALES

Organisation: Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association

Date received: 2/08/2012




DSMRA Submission to the General Purpose Standing Committee No. 5 in relation to
the management of public land in NSW.

To who it may concern, the Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association is the peak body
representing off road motorcycle riders with licenses and registered motorcycles, in NSW
and the ACT. Our organisation conducts organised group motorcycle rides for our
members and the majority of these rides take place in the area throughout South Eastern
Australia. We have over 1000 members Australia wide with the majority of those residing
in NSW or the ACT. This results in our organisation being very regular users of state
forests and public land in this region.

Please refer to our full submission and supporting material attached to this submission.



Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association

DSMRA
PO Box 80
Woonona NSW 2517

0429969391
http://www.dsmra.asn.au
2" August 2012

GENERAL PURPOSE STANDING COMMITTEE NO. 5

To who it may concern, the Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association is the peak body representing off
road motorcycle riders with licenses and registered motorcycles, in NSW and the ACT. Our organisation
conducts organised group motorcycle rides for our members and the majority of these rides take place
in the area throughout South Eastern Australia. We have over 1000 members Australia wide with the
majority of those residing in NSW or the ACT. This results in our organisation being very regular users of
state forests and public land in this region.

We believe this makes us a considerable stakeholder in the management of public land and we are very
concerned with what appears to be an ongoing default approach of converting undeveloped crown land
and state forests in to National Park estate or conservation areas simply for ease of management and
minor budgetary savings. Our organisation believes in a wide range of public uses of public land while
applying practises that minimise the impact on the environment. In line with this belief we are opposed
to the extension of or creation of any new, National Parks or conservation areas unless there is a
demonstrated threat to a highly endangered species of flora or fauna that only exists within the
proposed new park or conservation area. Please refer to the brochures attached with this submission
for further information about our organisation, our vision and to see a copy of our organisations code of
conduct for off road motorcycle riding. We believe that our organisations common sense approach to
access and use of public land embodies the true spirit of all Australians being able to visit and
experience the impressive features our nation has to offer. Whether it be camping at Menindee lakes,
riding the bridal track and marvelling at the historical significance of the early goldfields or following the
banks of the Snowy River on the Barry Way, without access by motorised transport the experience
would be lost to the vast majority of Australians.

Our member’s access to public land and state forests is of paramount importance to our sport and we
would ask that any plans or strategies that result in converting public land and state forests to National
Park estate or conservation areas, receive wide public consultation prior to enactment; and that the
recreation value of public land and state forests be given a higher priority than has been done
previously. As more and more National parks and conservation areas are declared, the importance of
every piece of remaining public land and state forest increases exponentially for recreational purposes.
If the management balance were to tip too far towards tightly controlled and closed off areas the
pressure of overuse on remaining areas may lead to environmental damage, financial loss to
communities in and around these remaining accessible areas from reduced tourism, and potential
confrontations between competing user groups. Some of our members feel that this point may already
be very close and that no further National Parks or conservation areas should be declared. Many of our
members have rural backgrounds and first experienced the sheer pleasure and exhilaration of off road
motorcycling on a farm or property. Although the majority of us now live in metropolitan areas we feel
this gives us an affinity with rural communities. As an organisation that encourages travel to and


http://www.dsmra.asn.au/

regularly visits rural areas of NSW we would also strongly oppose any compulsory acquisitions of
agricultural land for the purpose of creating Naticnal Park estates and conservation areas.

The DSMRA beliéves that National parks and conservation areas are important to ensure Australia’s
natural heritage is maintained for future generations but does not support the restriction of access to
any areas that result in only the young and fit few that can hike many kilometres, being able to see and
experience it. We would also ask that the opinions of our club members who have actually been to and
seen so much of the remote areas in NSW be given more credence than slickly marketed petitions and
expensive media campaigns when weighing up any decisions that may lead to state forests, crown and
agricultural land being converted to National Park estate or conservation reserve. '

'On behalf of the Dual Sport Motorcycle Riders Association
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