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T f U T  the Standirzg Contrnirtee on Social Issues irquire inm a r ~ d  report or? [~o[icic?s 
ondprzlyrarns otcfside rnai~lsrrenn~ public irousing tlluz u x  bsii7,y irirpleniented i;zilhirl 
Ar~~lra l ia  arid irlternnrionally to redrrce Itornelessrress am! iitcre:ase llrr ow~ilnbitity oJ 
key workcer ac~ontnrorlulior~, a11d in parricular: 

Norill Sydrtey Subn~~issioi~: 
North Sydney CotinciU ourns or pari owns 44 units of allbrcl:~blc hu~~sinj:. This has 
been made possible by an adopred Seclion 94 Plan Coun~ils that I~.vcm:;c.s 
developrnent to contribute to loss of bed spaces arising Cro~n prr~posccl ~kvclop~ncnt. 
The sutl~s collected are usually 3rn:lll compared will> tllc cost of ilcvclo(.lii~cnt c.r 
purchase. Therefore strategic piil~nerships wit11 the C)fficc ol'(:ortir~iunity 1 lousing are 
pursued malting possible additiol~s to die stock of community buu.;ing. F'~:ruh:rics are 
usually rnulri unit, single properties, thus avoitling coi~cenlra~ion (~l'conirrruni~! 
housing in one area, 2nd pronloting that social n l i ~  \vI~ich is comnr(x1 10 \'ib~:rcrt i~ild 
tolerant communities. 
Where Councils do not u~~iforn\ly possess the esl~ertise to nl:rcragc comnrur!ily 
housing, particularly ior high need tenants, the ser\fices of thl: l i ~ ' ; ~ l  comrc~unity 
housing provider can ibr engagcd. 
The iinpact of this   nod el is liinited to areas where here  is an cxisrin~ :;tack oil 
affordablr Rousing, and diminishes as that stock disappe:rrs. 
Unirrtellded negative 'chamcteris~ics ofthis process arc t11:lt ticvclopurs sorr~ccirncs will 
allow a buildir~g 10 fa'll into disrepair in order to deinonstctro ;I hcl; III' iinauci.ll 
viability. This can h:tvt a ma:jor impact on tile quality olliFc and mcri1:iI hc:iI~:t or  
inhabivdnts. A reccntiluling of [he Land and E11\4ronmcrlr Coun 11;l:r it 111:lt \r,lwrc low 
illconlo tenants sharera bw~dirtg house will1 backp:~cket-S. thc building a5 :I wkrle is 
not liable for  lo\^ cost ~ccoinn~odatiorl levy. Council consi~lcrs this t>utcs>ml: 
materially to the disndvanrage~of thc most vuhlerablc member:: orour t i c ~ n r n i l ~ ~ i l ~ .  

North Sydtzeji Coutzcil r~ecornmertds that appropriate kgislaci~w l ~ c  ~lr~l'tcil IC SUI)POI~ 

this model, in paticular that the new Affordable i-Kousin~ SE['IJ spccilj. that io<v cost 
accomrnodarion, even when mixed wit11 other uses, such as back ~ ~ a c l c r s  
accomu~odatioli, be liable for ,levies proportionally \vilh lhc ~iumbcr ol 'lor~ ii'lcorne 
residents. 



b. ~Wotlrods of fast tracking tho capacity ofproviders ro c/efivc:r 1ut1~ r.or~-rerrr~~I 
accommodation ii a s/forl rime frame. 

Nort-11 Sydncy Submission: 
North Sydne)~ Council has identified a site wl~ich it owrls a1111 i:; punirt~ logcrhcr a 
rrtodcl for how it can be dcvcloped for the benefit of ibe cotr r t~~~~niry  nil11 rcgord t s  
increased parking and additional cormnunity facilities. In coliclrrction wit11 [Iris. :I:A 

approach has been nlacle to NSW IXousing to become a panllcr in ihc tlcvclopmcnl. 
-Chis approach delivers ttic potential for NSW to join already cxi:;ting projuc~s so ::hat 
the fast track objective can be achieved. 

Nor~ t t  Sydney Couucil ~ccorn~nends  Councils be surveyed about cxistil~g pro,jccis 
that could receive similmlh~ding suppolt. 

c. S"trc~tegies lo atlractprivate sector investazer~f irl lhc provisiorr of loit' cost 
rerrtol occom~~~oderfion 

North Sydlrey Sub~l~ission: 
Arisirlg From a recomrnefidation ialNorth Sydney Cniincil's ~If f iordul~l t~ IJotrsir~g 
Sfrfrfe~y, Jrt!)~ 2008, Council has commenced a feasibility s~tltly i l l  introdllcitl:: a 1 

density bollus scheme wlfcreby developers altd Council sign a PI:lnning .4:,rccritc~'( 
that delivers additional density for the developer in eschaitge Tor afl?~rrlablc [lousing 
ut~its. The feasibility study will identify sites that can absorb :~tltlitional (li:ltsity 
willlout material effect orilthe ncighbouring atncnity; and proccsscs Ibr ; l \ l i ~ i n i l ~ ~  wide 
conununity supporr for the strategy. 

North Syclucly Council rucommer~ds h a t  all relevat~c Itgislafiou 1,c rc\'ic!vctl 1:o 
support sudi anange~rier~& where suficient reseurcl~ and cornr~~cillity cc~nsult;l(icbr~ 
supports thc public benefit that low cost accornmod~~ion brings 

ci Current barriers fo g ro i i~~h  it1 lo~c~ cost rultul lzorrsirr~: 

North Syduey Submissiou: 
The ~nrnulation of this aspect of the terms of reference works in part wurks :~goinsr 
t l ~ c  objectives ofthe Cornlaittee. It is just as impo~tant: to clcvclop stratugitis to rctain 
esisting low cost housing~lin particular Boarding fIouses. t h c  currcnt ul>jeaivcs of 
the Federal Sti~nulus package (Stage 2) which looks st finslncing spo1 [ I I I I -C~I : IS~S  p@,inls 
tile way to acl~ieving this objcctivc.bBoarding houses rcrrl:rin in  private I : I I I ~  i n  
wc:ls of very :reat land \gdlue are not sustainable. Owned by Councils a1111 I I I : I I I : I ~ ~ ~  

for them by Commu~ity i-lousing Associations, Boardinp L-louscs ~ r i :  pr)tcnti;~lly at1 
exceller~t means of deliae~;y community housirlg outcomes. 

North Sydney Couucil recoru~rrer~ils that Councils be surveycd url existing 1~03roIi1lp 
I-louses to determine which properties are eligible for spot purchase would providc :an 
immediate level of acceptable low cost accommodation. 


