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SUBMISSIONS BY WAYNE WEST 

Introduction 

I ~r11 one ot the landholdc:·rs with rny wito, Lesk·:y W(~S t , of a properly on lh~·: 

Goudtadiybee l {iver, know11 as Wyora Statton [jrindnbolln N SW, that was burnt out 

on 18 January 2003 by tho Mclntyms Hut Fire (hc~ r(~in rere rrcd t.o a!' MHF) which is 

now known ns the "Canberra Bushfircs." 

I wi~h lo tllake ~;ui.Jrnissiolls ill WI ililly aiiC.J or ally irt re lalioll to Ute tni~:wr td ud or Lite 
f.~uml Fire Service in the ~ubsequent Inquiries. 

Que~nbeyan lnqu~st 

Tho NSW Deputy Coroner, Ca t I Milov~11ov idt , (...~drrit::d ou t " Tf,e Inquest into the 

Circumstances of the Fire(s) iu l/1& UJincloiJdlu f(cmges in January. 2003' (heretn 

referred to as The Inquest) . Coroner Milovanovich rnrKJc several COI!ll llctlls artd 

findings that I wish to cotmnent un . Nwnely : 

1. On 7 March 2003, a Press i"{e lease into the NSW 8ushtires did r1ot 

mention the MHF ~11<..1 11011e of the victims W(:rc notifiod of th ts lrtquiry. 

2. The fi nal dale for ~ubmiss ions was sc:t at May 2003. Wlty wr.Jf' the NSVV 

r<ural Fire Service (he re tll rderred tu as RFS) or NSW National Park.::. cHid 

Wildlife Service (herein reterred to CJ$ NPWS) allowed to h;:md in theu 

·~;ul.HIIissions after the Inquiry lti.:td sl~ 1 led? Was it to it prevertt COlli I I H.'nl s 

from the viclirnised public? 

3. The CoronE".:r stated that the c1 su1>1n i~sion s rece ived lr or 11 tl1t-: p_ublic '"vvcre 

investigated. " Wilo carried ou l that investi ~Jalior(l lrllllY case, I had to rir 1u 

the Coroner's Office ::;everallimes and wrote to lh t:: l tl. I thon had a tlutnber 

of phone calls to Task Force Tron lo. In fnct, they tl lcH.k every uttempt to 

avoid tne . I l1ad to drive two rnembc r::. ofT nsk Force ·11 011lo to my property 

in r11y vehicle. I expre::>::.;ed Jl JY concerns of various public statements n1ad0 
by 1{1-S and NPWS & per ~·.ona l convc rsatio11s I had with fi re tigl·tters i:lncJ 
other prop ~;; rty owners. In !net, I told llrern to attencl a r nt::t::ti r~o r..t Wee 

Jasper which would give them ar1 informed view as the following issut:s 

were to be discussed; lack ot response to thr; tire , the f11e wa~ lc.t1 to burn , 

fire trucks were turned awr:ty a11d told not to respond to thr: f ire. tile lo<..:al 

brigade was not despatched fo r 4 d:::iys, o loca l brigade c~:~p t i:lliJ r n<Jnned 

lite buoy wall as a volunteer frottt Lire public whose lr uck stayed 111 tile 

::; l1 ~;;d and he was not permitted to oll\::nd tho tire a~ o RFS member. 

'1 . People were told throughout l11e fir e by the R.F:S l11al there: was no Ui:.lngc:r 

to U1eir properly In one phone call . rirc control told Dr f;Jl ikhailovtd l (!",(;0 

Submission No 10) that the1e were no buildlltgs on her pr opet ly She had 

previously repo r1etJ and raised l11c t s~;ue of pt opur ly protectior 1 <:Hid o·te 
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lnck of resource~; alllte fi re with the RFS. A t the time ot thi~ p~r trcu l ar 

phone call , lire fi re was less thnn 100 metres trorn Iter IJuiluirr~Js 

1'!1: :1/(, 

S. Tl te s ul.JII t i s~; ions outlined directly below were cr itic<JI of mnttcrs arising out 

or the MHF. Again, lite Corortcr did not call them. lite Corurtur ~;ole ly 

relied upon evidence artd ~lalements made by paicl staff who were 

re!::po rtsiblc-:! for managirty the frr e; o11e cuu ld relrlte th is to a robbE:: r 
investigatiny a rolJIJery 

No 3 Greyury Morrison 

No 4 Brian Willinms 

No() Geoff Walker 

No 7 Val Je ffery 

No e Michael Lonergan 

No 9 John Parker 

Nu10 Dr Mikhailovich 
No 11 David Mettz.el 

No 14 Wayne West 

No 15 Peler Smith 

No16 Noelir1e 1-r anklin 

No18 Mr Franklill 

No 1SJ Donald Maxwell 

No 20 Bri3tl Gatlin 

No 21 Mr ;, N Frunklin 

G. The Caroller rr rentions t11e fi re at 5.30prn loin cxce~,s of /00 hectare~ .. tr 
this wc.t:..~ thr; case, ttte fire hr:ld completed its run as UK: fire rentatrtt:d the 

s:mte ~. ize overrti~ltl. I a1tF;nded lltt: fi re tront on Lite night ot e JCJnui.lry. lite 

lit e wet~ not burnirt~ -d~~g ressive ly ill fc<JC;t , burn ing slowly. 

7. Evidence has con1e prcdotrllf rantly trorn /\riel reconn~ issar rcc. No 

wilrn::sses fro111 RFS or NPWS could see tile eastern frortl fi rf; front due to 

Ute srnokc-; ; one wou ld pre~ ur11e they could not sny wltt:rt: the tire was on 

llre r;nstent rro11 l. Therefore, any stater ne 11l rn21dc on P.ar~ tern peritt H::: I c~ r of 

lhe tire had no sub$t::trtce to the f::tcluallocation o f the tire. 

inlrer professiortal opinion, .. l1'1c ~ iz.e of the fire, il was loo <.ku rg e:rou~:. to 

deploy ground crews." Whol docs the ~; i i'e of the ti re ltnve: to do w t!lt 

deploying yruund crews for reconrtaissance, which is a $l<mdard k l S 

procedure? 

Hacl a ground crew (loca l b riya<..lc~>) been dispatched ::t difference 

approach wou ld have beertlaken. Tltt: RFS r:>o irc..;y is thnt you Clltnd: lil t: 

fir e from the back (it bumirr~J rnp i<..l ly) and work your way atormcJ to LIH: 

l ro11t. This coulu have beer' employed on 8 J:J nuary 2003. 
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n. RFS anu N~WS c.; lairnnd it wns beyond dut:c.;l allack. No ground 

reconnaissance had been made. 

b. No br ig <:H.Ies were despatchecJ ot 1 l11e w~::>l<Jrrt side. 

c. No adjoining landowners were contacted. 

S. The Llecision wa~ made on the tact the ~rno ke could be seen frorn 

9. 

Oueanbeyan. , RFS Fire Controller . said "wo knt:w tve fwd a Lnf.J 

!we." 

ot the NPWS attended Mour1l Corree and orll y could see Sl llokc, 

r1u names. 

10. Had ll te Coroner called local brigade gwup captain~ . c.;:::~pta i ns . Rl- S 

rnembers and other eye witnesses to the MIIF on 8 Januar y 2003 , he 

would have found a different approach should have been lakrJn in 

combating tile fir e The followir1g persons gavt: evi<.l<:r1ce in tl 1t: c.;a:.>e of 

West & Anot v S'laiEJ of New Sou lit Wulcs (2006) that suppor ls this 

sl CJ lr!ment: 

a . Peter Smith ; 

b . 13::~rry W alker; 

c.; . Peter Call des; 
<.1 . Tim Cathles; 

e Frank Ke::tVeney; 

1. Tony W alker; 

g. Phil Cheer 1E:y; and 

h. r<.oge r Fenwick. 

11 . Containrne11l strategy was succe:.:sful until 1 ~ Janua1y 2003 (f:.C;C fJayc- 1 t1 

o f Coroner Milovc:lllovit:h's Fin<.Jirtg !:·· in The 11 14UC!Stl ; what a cover up This 

was another raise ti11uing 

Mwty RFS, NPWS an(J Forestry ~tarr were w1lnesses to lhe fact thal lhc 

MIIF broke c;onlainmenl lines on 17 January 2003 and wa:> bu r111ny out ot 

Gontrol. Tape reco1dings cou lu have sltuwn various r cJdio call ::., phone calls 

a11d aviatio11 report$. Is this why tapes go miss ing? 

l !:!!:> u u o f Resou rcos 

1 L. Coroner lvlilovallovich saiu ir 1 The II14UDSt , "It is clcor th;:~l all ova1loblc 

re~ources ittduding y 1uund to rc.;es and t:~ ir c ra1t wt: re uscrJ. " There I!:: 

ove1 whelm in ~J evidence lo contradict this sta lernc nt. Narnely: 

3 
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a Mc l_eod Report; 

b. Nairn Re!)orl - 11 14Uiry ir1 lo llle l <ecer~ l Australian 8 ushf ires Ock .l)t=r 

2003; 

1. AvClilability of Ai rcraft - 9 fixed Wlll!J ' " ':: tJornbr;rs werr:: 
engayecl a1H.J i:H1oU 1er ·11 fi xed wino aircrnfts were ;:Jvaila iJit= 

but not u~ed belwee r1 8 a lld 17 JanuCl ry 200::.'' (::.;ee Pag~ 

218, 6 .94). 

c. Canberr a Co ronial/lnquest ·- Maria Dooga11 

u. West & Anor v Slate of Ne i'V ~oul/1 Wales 

1. Eviue11 ce o l lncidenl Con troller. g<Jvc-~ 

direction lo slancl brigCldes down on 8 January ?OO:~. l llt-~;e 

brig<.:H.les illl; luding rctft 1!3-() lm ; were s la11dirrg by but we1 t= lu lu 

lo go home. 

e. l3ul ldoz.er Availnbility 

1. Nul one of the bu lllloLer ow11e rs advertis1119 111 the Yel low 

Paues were rung on S 01 9 Jcm uary. ·1 wo aujui11i11g land 

owners had dozl::!rs, Nol lingh<Jm Stal1or1 l 1ad one doz~ r and 

Timberlamls (_V\fyora) had two dozers (1 Do ami 1 08) 

1 :;. CuiUner Milovanovich t5lCl led. "No <Wic.lt~uc.:t: was pro~onl&cl to rno, other 

th~:m innuendo." W ell, I w orldt!r why. Wns it becau~c1 you ca ll ~:: c.J r1o 

w 1tnesses o r did not i11 vestiyate the tire? 

14. He went on to say, "NSW's loss was limited to propt!tly lo~s. " Was the 

Cororrer in denial of the fact that Ml-11- cau~cd the 4 u e;;~ l hs in C<m berla 

e::llru burnt 498 tlul trcs. or was 1l ill hi~ interest not lo know'? 

Tha tape recordings at the fire control centre 

15.1n January 2003. . Media O fficer RFS. to ld me <JII phone calls 
and radio c:onvcrsatio 11~; were taped. I said . "You lJasl::uds ~viii hany ou 
yow own evidence." 1\ 1-:-S failed to provide any tape::; rr orn fire control 

cx~nt.res . W t1y Not? The Co1oner should hove subpoeiF.:H::cl 811 tr1pes f1 0111 

Uuea11bey<Jn , Yass . Turnut. l3 raidwood , Coulbur 11 and Ca11be11 CJ 

Intimidation 

10.A w ifr:! of a loc:CJ I capta in was rung by D eputy FCO. Operat 1o n ~: 

Mam~yer of MHI w l10 threate11ed the lady and told her she was 111 

l l 
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COillel'llpl of COUll for not givi119 her personal hand written notes to the Fire 
Control Centre. 

17. Senior G10u1J Caplai11 wrote to the /\CT Coroner about the 
lllallagernenl of lhtOJ tv1H F. St IOIIiy an er, his posi liotl (:lS Sellior ( J!Ollp 

Captain was abolished and he was askf;d or demanded to l1ancJ t)ack l1is 

equipment. 

18. tv1r was also asked to !1arHJ in his equip111e11t by Lhc Fire 

Control Officer at H<.uden by a letter which sacked him from thr: brigc:Klc. 

Environmental Damage 

19.1t would take 200 years to 1ecover, acco1din~J lo CSir\0. 

20 . 11 years on, there i:lre no S1911s of plutypu~ or wulvr r.:.~ts in the river; not tu 
mention other native animal~. 

Summary 

Dated: 

21 . TIH; submissions m<Jde to the tire inljuest by 13rel Walker. Senior Counsel 
for NSW, that urought discredit upon hirnselt "by <il lt:g1r1g ltK] fi re 

could have beerl rounht front c:ln early stage" have bet:ll turned on their 

head by Chief Ju::.Lic.;e Higgins in the ACT Supreme Court co ~:.e 

22. ln summing up I ask, is the R.FS a protected species? 

They for some reason do not produce or provide tape rccordin (J~: to 

Coronial l11quesUinquiries, I wonder why. T~1is lnqui1y must an~wer llla l 
question. 

23.1 ask or in~ i~ t 011 a judicial inquiry or royal COIIHllis~~ ion . 

2'-1. 1 would t)e pleaseu to supply any fu1l111::: r ev1d\~ IICC as required. 

.3 1 .JJ.itU 

WAYNE W EST 
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