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Dear SIT 

Submission- Coal Seam Gas E!iquir/ 

The Gunnedah Shire Local Government area is central to mucn ci tine Coal Seam Gas iCSG) erplo~alior, 
and poienliai expansion cf the indusiry in NSVJ. The developmeni of this industry in tile G~iPnedah rsgOn 
over the last NJO years has created considerable public deb& contro'!ersy and community concsrP. There 
arc i n ~ j o r  concerns abobt the potential impacts of CSG aclivllies on agriculrr~rai land w$ter squilers and 
residenttal comtnunitles. 

Subslantial reser-!es of coal seam Gas are located in ihc Gu!lnedah Coa! &sin ;il~i!? sz1lmalis for 
recoverable reserves up to 50 irillio!; cubic feel - s vasr energy porential that c o ~ l d ,  ir, ti;~o:$, prot$c- the 
energy needs for NSW for the nsr i  300 years Given ins. therf aiu considerable pressrjres :c c;.,!elop this 
major resorirce. Council vishes to ensure lhai appropriate measiiiesare in place !o sdr;ress oot?iltisl 
erivrmnn7enfa!, soc,:ai and econoniic impliwircns of CSG on ihe Gunnedah landscape an?. its roPln1iinily. 

I! is noted within the Terms of Reference under the economic and social implisa!i3ns of CSC actl'!itles ihat 
ine impact on 'Local Goverrlrnanl, iilcliidi,lg provision o i  1oc~I~~'ieyiorlal G?irijsiruciurc ~ i ? d  !ocJi ?l:?it~i.7~ 
uoribD1 ii~ecliunisms is lo he considered." 

The foilowlng comments are made: 

1. Notification of CGS Exploration Liccnses 

There should be a rsquirenient for the NSW Government and successfiil compeni?s 1.0 aii:.lSE local 
coilncils of the releasn of exploration licences and the associated co~;dil~cns an:{ tri!r ~ " 1 3 . ~ 1 ~  ne tho 
same for the granting of an;, project approifals. It is suggested that there be fcrm.nl cci?su!t?tisn 
bshveen the relevant State governmen1 ayencles assessing CSG projecr appilcallons ':!hh local 
councils to discuss the propossl before deterniinat!oq As part of i l i~s ,  rile compalilf s slluulr! be 
reqoired to compile an zssessment o i  potential impacts on lbcal infrsst!uclure such a reads, a r d  
proposed oii-set measiires. This should be rcguireii ar ihe exploration phasc and again at it,e 
project application phase. 

2. Acccss 

There is s!g:liiicant concern in the co!nmur,ily that access arrencemer\ls tc prop?l-izs Subject I:: 
explo~at.cn are to :he zdvantage of :he explorer w ln  l!ic ier:dcv!ner ihcrvlng (5:; r i~nrs arc! IiiTi? 
recourse should issues arise in the course oi exoloralio~? apart (rom ei:peosi',!e leg3 a.!ion. iliiist 
iandv!,,~iers do nnt lha:.e the resources tc toke legal action against large Ens dfvi's:.Vsn! 
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companies should there be issues wiih access and conscquently are significantiy disa?iva>i!ag?c I: 
is apparelitiy that legislaiicn in Snis area requires rP'/ision to better pro;oct the lsneo->~,/nsr and 
improve the landovmers rights in respect of fxpioraiion on !heir land. lrlost lando~:~n?:s do 110: have 
the res0ur:es to take iegal action againsl large gas devciopment companes shouii iiie,e be issuer 
with access and consequently are signiiicantly cisadvaniaged, 

3. Standard Compensation Agreement 

One oi  t h e  many concerns expressed by members of the commcnity 1s the lack ui E standard 
compensation arrangement for landholders on whose ?ropefly eilplorsrioi; ard!or pr3Iect 
infrastructure IS proposed. Understandably, rnany people Feel they are at a signilizan: d'sadiisnraae 
dealing wiih large and v!ell-resourced companies anc ieel pressured. A standard templare 
agreement ,vdiih appropriate market-based minimm compensation iigitres >:;ouid prcviS: a basis for 
ncgoiiations above Sne minimum set by governinont. 

4. Community Contributions Program 

There should also be a compulsory community contrihlition prograrn established by companies :hat 
receive project approval irom the NSW Government. These prograrns should Us acmliiistired zt 
arms-length froln the developer, by tho community and provide iinancia supporl ior community 
programs and events for the iull life o i  the appro\led proj?cr. 

Giver1 :he significanl implications ior the Gunnedah Local (;overnment Area i n d  tile Namoi region gsnzrally, 
Councii is pleased to notc tnat a nearing on this issue will be held at Narrabii on 16 Noue~iihcr 2011. 
Council iooks iolv!ard to the opporiunity to present to this hearing. 

Yours iaithiully 

RoSen E Campbell 
GENERAL MANAGER 




