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Roseville boa t  ramp is situa ted on  the eastern  side of Roseville Br idge, on  Sydney's North  

Shore:  

 

It  is the main  boa t  ramp nor th  of Sydney Harbour , and is heavily congested on  summer  

weekends. On  special days - like Austra lia  Day - pa rking ava ilability is exhausted, and access 

to the ramp is closed. 

The boa t  ramp is with in  Gar igal Na t iona l Park, and is admin istered by the Na t iona l P arks 

and Wildlife Service. Th e parking and launch ing a rea  have been  extensively modified with  

ta r red roads and landscaping, and have no apparen t  environmenta l va lue. 

 



 
 

Regu la r  users a re well aware of problems endemic to the ramp. They include : 

 

 pa rking t icket  mach ines wh ich  regu la r ly break down;  

 

toilets over  one kilometre away, mean ing bushes a re often  used for  tha t  pu rpose;  

 

heavy parking fees;  

 

and regula r  failu re of the coin  opera ted washdown hoses. 

 

Bu t  the biggest  problem is congest ion on  the boa t  ramp itself. With  boa t  ownersh ip growing 

exponen t ially over  the past  two decades, facilit ies have fa llen  way behind. Ear lier  th is year , 

an  upgrade of Roseville ramp was announced, to be funded join t ly by the Parks and Wildlife 

Service and NSW Marit ime. 

 

 
 



To the best  of my knowledge, there was no genu ine consulta t ion  with  users. Th e work 

commenced in  Apr il, and is st ill un fin ished. Here’s the toilet  block in  la te October  2012: 

 

 
 

Loca l boa ter  Arthur  wr ites, in  J u ly: 

 

 

Hi Andrew, latest photos on the progress of the ramp upgrade at Roseville, apparently it will be 
ready by 10 July! You be the judge. By the way I took these today 8 July. Hope they remember to 
fill in the big hole next to the ramp …. looks more like the end of July at this rate. 
 



 
 

 

 

Hey Andrew, went down to the Roseville ramp on Sat, 30/6, to check out the 

progress. As you can see it's still a bit of a mess. The new finish date is 6/7. Yeah 

right! Just saw the pig squadron do the famous fly over. Regards, Arthur 



 

 

FRIDAY Just another update on the Roseville ramp. Went down there today, about 

1.30pm, to see how the finished ramp and pontoon looks. They still haven't finished 

the floating pontoon section, there was only one bloke working & he wasn't exactly 

breaking out a sweat. This is just getting beyond a joke. If there are major issues 

how about communicating with the people who use the ramp, in this case hoping to 
use the ramp, what the reason for the hold up is. If there are serious issues then let 

us know, it's not hard to do. All that's happening now are people getting really pxxx 

off. 
 

Boa t  ramp user  Cra ig writes: 

 

I read the bit in your newsletter about the ramp. I’ve had a whinge to Parks 

and Maritime (it was a collaboration) as I also think it is a disgrace. Let me know if I 

can offer you any support if you decide to take it further. 



 

 A floa t ing pon toon  has been  insta lled in  the cen tre of the boa t  ramp, in  theory reducing 

launch ing lanes from four  to th ree. Tha t  is, one lane on  the sou thern  side of the pon toon, and 

two on  the nor thern  side. 

 

 
 



Placing two steel bolla rds in  the cen tre of a  boa t  ramp will ensu re damage to ca rs and boa ts. 

And in rea lity, launch ing lanes have been  reduced from four  to two. Tha t  is, ha lved. The 

reason  being tha t  the major ity of boa t  owners a re not  proficien t  or  confiden t  enou gh  to use the 

two narrow lanes n or th  of the pon toon , with confidence. Understandable, given  their  lack of 

space. 

 

 
 

The lack of plann ing and the absence of consu lta t ion  exacerba ted the congest ion  problem. 

Verba l exchanges a re a lready taking place. A boa t  owner  writes abou t  h is exper ience a t  the 

ramp, on  the la st  Sa tu rday in  October  2012: 

 

Last weekend, there was chaos at the ramp and it wasn't even busy. I politely asked 

a guy if he could move his boat back so I could retrieve mine (as had tied it off and 

the base of the ramp ergo crippling that lane) and he told me to (quote) "xxx off and 

wait like everyone else".  

So clearly, something needs to be done to rectify the ramp and put it back to four 

lanes, relocate the long skinny pontoon to the southern side and erect some decent 

signage of the do's and don’ts. 
 

 Physica l a lterca t ions will occur  th is summer . Br ian  writes, in  Apr il 2012: 

 

Just to let you know the proposed closure of Roseville Boat Ramp has been set back 

to the 23rd of April. It seems they got the idea. I was there on Good Friday and I 

reckon there were 200 boats out. We were so lucky to get out and then back in on a 
clear ramp. We were thinking of coming back in the afternoon to set up a score card 

display for best/worst boat retrieval/dummy spit effort. 

Two hundred boa ts, to be launched in  two boa t  lanes? The mistaken  posit ion ing of the 

pon toon  has clu t tered the ramp and produced blind  spots. which  is of pa r t icu la r  concern  given  

the number  of small ch ildren  wander in g a round the ramp while their  pa ren ts launch  or  

ret r ieve boa ts. 



http://www.downriggershop.com.au/
http://www.downriggershop.com.au/fishing-reports.html
http://www.youtube.com/user/downriggershop
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Downrigger-Shop/153660114727964

