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The NSW Liberals & Nationals will work with councils, shires and communities around NSW to 
ensure that regional NSW plays an even bigger part than ever before in the future of NSW and 
managing predicted population growth.1

We are determined to make the next ten years ‘The	decade	of	decentralisation’.

With a front bench team including fourteen regional members, we will change the way government 
approaches the opportunities of our regional economies, environment and quality of life.

We will work closely with local communities to ensure their priorities, preferences and local regional 
strengths are understood in policy-making.

In addition to other regional initiatives in this publication, we will:

• actively pursue strategies and policies to encourage decentralisation - steady and strategic 
growth in our regions;

• identify more public	sector	job	opportunities to locate in regional areas;

• ensure the services people need to make regional living attractive and viable are available 
and of high quality;

• give back to local communities at all levels as much local	decision-making and 
participation as possible, along with appropriate accountability and responsibility;

• invite local communities to help identify	more	ways to shift decision making to regions, 
cities, towns, neighbourhoods, schools and local health services;

• manage NSW’s predicted population	growth with a careful balance between green-fields, 
urban infill and regional housing growth;

• deploy Infrastructure	NSW to assist in planning for the provision of major regional 
infrastructure; and 

• work with local councils and shires to deliver the right priorities and the best value for local 
areas from the NSW roads budget.

1 Summary of key points made in an address by Barry O’Farrell, NSW Liberals & Nationals Leader, to the NSW Shires 

Association Annual Conference, June 1, 2010.
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