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FAVOURED ALTERNATIVE 1:  Joint Regional Organisations of Councils 
We submit that benefits include: 

-     Much of amalgamation costs can largely be saved by instead allowing 
formation of Joint Regional Organisations of Councils.  

- The current more effective levels of representation can be retained; 
- Scalability on a regional basis can still be achieved; 
- On-going financial savings through increased sharing of services can still be 

achieved; 
- Significant benefits of regional collaboration, planning and ability to ensure the 

dynamic ‘success’ of these regions can still be gained. 
- Protecting against inappropriate, insensitive planning and development 

decisions negatively impacting on communities. 
- Ensuring greater retention of highly valued character, heritage & environmental 

areas. 
- Ensuring the needs of communities are better met. 

 
We believe to do otherwise, will be extremely counterproductive.  Many in the community 
believe that council amalgamation is yet another means of disempowering communities and 
fast-tracking development - whether or not that development is appropriate to community 
needs and whether or not appropriate people-friendly infrastructure is provided.   
 
If however council amalgamations are enforced, we believe another innovation will be very 
helpful, if not essential. 
 
ALTERNATIVE 2:  Innovation if Mandatory Amalgamation –  
Precinct Committees to ensure an effective level of community representation. 
 
We consider the addition of Precinct Committees:  

1. To ensure a significantly more effective level of local community input and 
innovation - as in the case of Vancouver, Canada precinct committees. 

2. We strongly recommend that Precinct Committees be mandatory. 
3. Precinct Committees be required not to include Developers or Real Estate Agents 

who could likely inappropriately skew long term outcomes for communities. 
4. Ensure an appropriate proportional balance of residents and local business people 

to balance positive livability interfaces effectively with commercial factors. 
5. That political factions or party representation be barred from P/Committees; and 
6. Rural and urban communities and councils be accorded the respect, assistance 

and training/input appropriate to their specific set of circumstance and needs. 
 
Sincerely 

Kim 
Kim Mullins 
Convenor 
Community Voice – Hornsby Shire      

  




