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Inquiry into economic and social development in central western NSW

The Pastoralists' Assodation of West Darling (PAWD) an agri-palitical [obby oraanization which has
been looking after the interests of landholders in the Western Division of NSW for over 104 vears.
PAWD members are prindpally involved in the production of wool, sheep cattie and goats. Bearing
this background in mind, we make the following subimission to the Standing Committee on State
Development.

(a) The provision of health, education and cultural facilities.

It should be noted by the Standing Committee that non-government organizations, such as the Royal
Aying Doctor Service, are independently building their capadty to deliver health services to remote
Australia, and as such are worthy of support from Govermment.

(b) The reasons for population dedine or growth in different areas

Climate is the major driver of enployment in agriculture in the Westem Division, which obviously
directly affedts local population trends. The 2001-2009 droudht reduced enployment opportunities
for rural workers, which in many cases have been lost pemmanently to the mininginoustry. Job
vacandes that have opened up with the retum of favorable seasorns are not easily filled.
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Problens with the export trade in kangaroo meat have severaly reduced the commerdal take of
kancaroos inrecent years. The number of licensed kanaarco harvesters in NSW has halved inthe
fast 12 months, and several kangaroo prooessing fadlities nave dosed

The taking of kangaroos for skins only has been banned since 1996, and PAWD is strondy in favor of
having this ban lifted on sodal, econoarmic and environmental grouncs.

(c) The adequacy of transport and road infrastructure.

Most of the mein roacs in the Western Division are dirt, and their dcsure followingrain seriousty
affects landholder's capadty to carry out thelr business activities. Deliveries of rail, fuel and food, as
well as livestock transport have been interrupted for long periods of time by wet weather in the past
18 months, as nedected roads hold water for long periods of ime. Insome cases, landholders have
foregone opportunities to benefit from premiurns available in the marketplace as road conditions
simply eliminate the possibility of delivering product at the most opportune time.. Poor road
conditions increase travel time for livestod, raisingissues of anial welfare and fatioue
ranagament for orivers.

Inadcition to the needs of the pastoral industry, the unsealed read network is ecually important to
miningand tourism. The PAWD is hopeful that stakeholders from these sectors will also raise road
conditions with the Standing Conmittee.

PAWD is strongy in favour of bituminising the renveining dirt sections of the Silver City Hidhway and
the Cobky Hidmay, as well as increasing funding to the Roads and Traffic Authority to allowfor
overcue repairs to drt roacs inthe region.

PAWD is working with other stakeholdars to construct livestodk spelling yards in Broken Hill, which
has beenwithout stockyarcs for over 8 vears. Transport operators, pastoralists and stodk agents
need somewhere to unload stodk when roack are dosed. The movement of stock throuch the area
Was over 250,000 head of sheap and 30,000 head of cattle in one calendar year, any assistance in this
matter would be aporedated.

(d} Waysto encourage development of local enterprises and the potential of the region overall.
Continuing to provice funding for Catchment Management Authorities is an exoellent way for
Government to encourage lancholders to improve thair enterprise, whilst at the same time
oenerating favourable sodial and environmental outcomes. Landhoiders who veke the most of
opportunities toimprove thelr businesses generate econamicactivity and local jobs, and have a
greater capadity to withstand downtuns in business and seasonal conditions alike.

PAWD recommends an increase in funding for Catchment Maragement Autharities for onground
works.
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(e) The comparative level of government business activity located within the region.

The Pastoral Industry has seen a steady cedine in governiment senvices related to Agricuiture over
the last ten years. BrokenHill in particular has [ost offioes dedicated exdusively to agriculture, with
the last remaining DP! staff member nowsharing office space with other deppartments and expected
todo the job of four people. Agricultureappears to be dyonically understaffed and underfundect
This sort of decentralisation may be good on paper but does very little for snall communities who
cpinvalue fromgovernment departments throudh staffwhich bring families and growth tothe
district.

PAWD recommencs that the Stancing Committee reviews the number of govermment senioes
rermoved fromramote area servioe centres over the past decade, with a viewto reinstating
important services.

(f) Methodologies for local government to collectively cooperate to achieve increased
infrastructure funding and economic growth.

PAWD would like to see stakeholders working cooperatively to achieve greater infrastructure funcing
which would ead to economic growth. As a non-government arganization, PAWD can only sugest
that local govemment representatives meet face-to-face to Ciscuss common issues, as in-person
interactionis the best way to achieve productive outcomes in a timegly nranner, More resources need
to be put into inpact statenments takinginto acoount the level of commodities produced inthe area
and the number of users of infrastructure which are not residents.

(¢) Any other factor restricting economicand sodal development in central western New South
Wales

Land tenure for Westem Lands Leasehalders; The security of tenure for holders of Westierm Lancs
Leases has come into question as a result of the Silvertion wind Fammnegotiations and the
resuTpton of State Forest to create new National Parks. Uncerfainty will discourage investment in
agiculture onWestem Lands Leases. Landholders need to have confidence that their leases cannct
be resumed without good cause or aceauate compensation.
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