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To the Committee,

My submission will refer to several, but not all, terms of references.

Comparison of practices within other jurisdictions in Australia

Each state in Australia hasits ownregulations inrelation to home education. In Queensland, where | reside, itis currentlya
legal requirement to register with Education Queensland or a private school thathas been approved to support home
educators.

When registering with Education Queensland the parent/guardian needs to apply through the Home Education Unit. Itis noted
that this unit states they have the right to approve or decline permission for the applicantto home educate.

Privateschools offer different services and have different requirements depending upon the educational philosophy of the
school. There is quitea variety of approaches available, butessentially they supportfamilies in their home education efforts by
providing curriculumadvice, teachingsupportif needed, workshops, and assisting parents to fulfil Education Queensland
requirements.

Reasons for unregistered home schoolers

The extent of unregistered home schoolers would be hard to determine. Ofthe home educators | have met who are not
registered, most do so because they believe their children are their responsibility, notthe state’s responsibility. Infact, they
completely object to the state interfering inthe education of their childrenand assertthat the state has overstepped its
jurisdiction. At the core of these home schoolers beliefis the matter of who is responsibleto care for their children. Do
children belongto parents or the state? They would passionately declaretheir children do not belong to the state and, in doing
so, will notallowthe state to encroach on the education of their children.

Current regulatory framework:

Adherence to delivery of the New South Wales Syllabuses

| believe home school parents should notbe forced to adhere to any syllabus. Diversity and protection from mass indoctrination
canonlybe found where there is freedom from government control of education. To the person who believes thisis an
overstatement | urge them to learnfrom history. Itis a conflictofinterest when the government controls the minds of the
nation’s youth. The Bantu Education Act shows how politicalagenda can,andis, infusedinto the curriculum. Government
control of education and syllabus only serves the government, not the family orsociety. Adolf Hitler knew the importance of
controllingeducation. He outlawed home schoolingandis quoted as saying “He alonewho owns the youth, gains the future”.

Training, qualifications and experience of authorised persons

Put bluntly, teacher qualificationsarea myth. There are many studies which confirmthis, with one such study performed by Dr.
Eric Hanushek of the University of Rochester. He surveyed the results of 113 studies on the impact of teachers’ qualificationson
their students’ academic achievement. Eighty-five percent of studies found no positive correlation between the educational
performance of the students and the teacher’s educational background. Although 7 percent of the studies did find a positive
correlation, 5 percent found a negative impact (Dr. Eric Hanushek, “The Impact of Differential Expenditures of School
Performance,” Educational Researcher, May 1990).

In September, 1988, Dr. Sam Peavey, professor emeritus of the School of Education at the University of Louisvilletestified before
the Compulsory Education Study Committee of the lowa Legislature. Not only did he have advanceeducation degrees from
Harvard and Columbia, he had served on numerous committees dealingwith accreditationandwas involvedinthe preparation
of thousands of prospectiveteachers for state certification. Onthe subjectof teacher qualifications hestated:

May | say that | have spent along careerin developingand administering programs for teacher certification. | wish |
couldtell you that those thousands of certificates contributed significantly to the quality of children’s learning, but|
cannot........ After fifty years of research, we have found no significantcorrelation between the requirements for teacher
certification and the quality of student achievement (Home Schooling The Right Choice, p.240)



Yet another expert, professor of education for the University of California, Dr. Donald Eriksen, stated:

Some of the worst teachers I’ve seen are highly certified. Look at our publicschools. They're full of certified teachers.
What kind of magicis that accomplishing? Butl cantake you to the best teachers I’'ve ever seen, and most of them are
uncertified (“The ABC’s of Reform: Give Parents a Choice,” Insight, September 24,1990, 13).

I would suggest that teacher qualifications havevery littleto do with the effectiveness of a teacher. In fact,as an experienced
Education Queenslanditinerant LOTE teacher, | canattest to the farceof teacher trainingand certification. Test scores and
university grades mean nothing when it comes to making a good teacher. Home school mothers around the world prove this to
be true.

Appropriateness of the current regulatory regime and ways in which it could be improved

In my opinionthe current registration processes arean encumbranceto home educators. Parents do not, and should not need
to seek approval fromthe state to educate their children. They should not have to jump through any hoops or tickany boxes for
the state. They should havecomplete freedom to educate their children as they see fit.

As a general observation,home school parents arechoosingthe harder option of schoolingand they don’t enter into itlightly. It
is much easier to send children offto a stranger day inand day out, blame the pitiful academic results of your children on the
failing stateschool system, blame the teachers for not preventing your child frombeing bullied, and not rea |ly know what your
childlearned today, struggled with today, or excelled intoday. Itis much easier to use the system as child carewhileyou get on
with life, perhaps working so you can afford things you couldn’tif only on one wage, or havingsome time for yourself.

The easier optionis to offload the responsibility of your children’s education. However, the state deems it necessary to
scrutinizethose parents who most likely sacrificethe most for their children. Is this becausethe stateis truly concerned for
these children? Whatabout the thousands of children failingin stateschools? Whataboutthe children who are bullied and
suffer physicallyand emotionallyintheseinstitutions? Howaudacious tothinkthe government shouldregulateparents who
home school their children! Look at what the government subjects children to on a daily basis!

Comparison of home schooling to school education including distance education:

Academic comparison

It's no secret that our schools arefailing. The 2012 Program for International Student Assessment compared Australia to 65
other countries and reported that 15 year old Australian students areslipping further behind inreading and math skills. We
were placed equal 17™in math, equal 10™in readingand equal 8™inscience. Accordingto an ABC 2012 news report, The
Progress inInternational Reading Literacy Study revealed that a quarter of Australia’syear 4 students failed to meet the
minimum standardinreadingfor their age.

Studies that have been conducted on the academic achievement of home schoolers show they achieveon par or better than
their schooled counterparts. In Christopher Klicka’s book “Home Schooling The Right Choice” he refers to many studies,
includingthosecarried out by state departments of education.

The Tennessee Department of Education found that home schooled childreninsecond grade, on average, scoredinthe 93 rd
percentile, whiletheir public school counterparts, onthe average, scoredinthe 62" percentile on the Stanford Achievement
test. Similarly, the State Department of Educationin Alaska found home schooled children scored approximately 16 percentage
points higher, on average, than the children of the same grades in conventional schools. Accordingtothe Arizona State
Department of Education, 1,123 home schooled childrenin grades 1 through 9, on the average, scored above grade level in
reading,languagearts, and math, on standardised tests for the 1988-1989 school year. Four grades tested were a full grade
level above. These are justa few examples.



Why is itthat home schooled children can achievesuch good results? As opposed to a school environment, home schooled
childrencanlearnina placewhere they are most comfortable, where they cantruly be themselves, where they do not need to
fear humiliation or intimidation, and where they canfail withoutembarrassment. In contrast, schooled children can feel
insecureor nervous inthe school environment, most of them cannot be themselves due to the enormous amount of peer group
pressure,they canfaceconstant bullying,and they can feel to be failures dueto the constantmeasuringand comparing of their
“performance”. The home is truly the most conducivelearning environment due to these emotional barriers beinglifted.

On top of this, home educated children can work at their own paceat each subject. They don’t have to waitfor others to catch
up, or be left behind becausethey are free to work accordingto their ability. The school system’s way of educatingis
completely illogical when one considers thatchildren all develop at different rates and times. We do not pressurebabies to
crawl by the time they are 8 months, and we don’t put toddlers inthe “slowgroup” ifthey don’t toilet train by the time they are
18 months. However, the school system puts expectations on developing brains to conform to a standard setby “experts” who
think they know what and when that child should learn. Toadd insulttoinjury,the children who do not fitinto the school
system'’s boxes are then labelled as failures.

Cost comparison
Recently pressurehas been put on our government to increasefundinginan effort to improve the situationinour state schools,

but history shows thatmore money does not equal better results. For example, inthe US from 1982 to 1992, per -pupil spending
nearly doubled from $3,000 per student to justunder $6,000 per student. However, SAT scores declined (Lee Mitgang,
“Survival, Not Reform, Is Agenda for Nation’s Public Schools”, World, September 14,1991, 5). Other studies showthere is no
positive correlation between money spent on education and student performance.

Contrastthis with home schooling. Ina 1997 a study of 5,402 students entitled Strengths of Their Own: Home Schoolers Across
America was released. The researcher found the average costper home school student was $546 while the average costper
public school studentwas $5,325. Yet the home school childrenin this study averaged in the g5 ™" percentile while the public
school students averaged in the 50" percentile on the national standardised achievement tests. Home schoolingis the most
costeffective way to educate children.

There will be those who lament that if home schoolingnumbers increase there will be less tax revenue, but | would argue that to
encourage home schoolingwouldinfactopen up employment opportunities as mothers leave the work force to home educate
their children. Moreover, society as a whole would benefit from healthier families.

Socialisation comparison

Contraryto critics who askhow home schoolers will fareinthe real world, a closer lookshows itis actually public schooled
children who arenot livingin the real world. Public school childrenareconfinedto a classroomforatleast180 days a year with
minimal opportunity to be exposed to the workplaceor go on excursions. The children aretrapped with a group of children
their own age with littlechanceto relate to children of other ages or adults. They are given littleto no responsibility, and
everything is provided for them.

Home schoolers, onthe other hand, do not have these problems. They relate regularly with adults and with children ofal | ages.
Depending on the family, home schooled children can be exposed to more workplaces, more employment options,and they can
enjoy more hands on learningthrough excursions and travel. Home schooled children can be more responsiblefor their learning
andselfdirected. The only aspect of the “real world” they miss out on by not attending public school is unhealthy peer
pressure.

Home schooled children do well socially. Thomas Medley prepared a master’s thesis for Radford University of Virginia on “The
Socialization of Home School Children.” Usingthe Vineland Adaptive Behaviour Scales to evalua te the social maturity of twenty
home schooled children and thirteen demographically match public school children, Medley concluded that home schooled
children were better socialised and more mature than the childreninthe publicschool (Thomas C.Smedley, M.S,. “Socialization
of Home Schoooled Children: ACommunication Approach,” thesis submitted and approved for Master of Science, May 1992).



Dr, Larry Shyers compared behaviours and social development test scores of two groups of seventy children ages eight to ten.
He found that the home schooled children did notlagbehind children attending public or privateschool s in social development
andthey hadconsistently fewer behavioural problems. Shyer reflects that the results seem to show that a child’s social
development depends more on adultcontactand less on contact with other children (Dr. Larry Shyers, “Comparison of Social
Adjustment Between Home and Traditionally Schooled Students,” unpublished doctoral dissertation at University of Florida’s
College of Education, 1992).

On top of these findings a study released by J. Gary Knowles, University of Michigan Assistant Professor of Education, found that
of the 53 previously home schooled adults who were surveyed two-thirds were married, none were unemployed or on welfare,
40 percent attended college and 15 percent had completed a graduatedegree. Nearlytwo-thirds were self-employed. He
stated, “That so many of those surveyed were self-employed supports the contention that home schoolingtends to enhance a

person’s selfrelianceand independence”.

When one looks at the “socialisation” thatis occurringin public and privateschools, onecan only wonder why anyone would
want that type of socialisation for their child. Unhealthy peer group pressure, bullying, drug use, teenage pregnancy, gangs,
exposure to pornographyand badinfluences are found in school environments. Home schooled parents can better protect their
children from these negative and sometimes lifechanginginfluences. Every parent shelters their child to some degree and
home school parents chooseto shelter their childreninthese ways to enable their children to mature and develop into a person

who establishes and maintains healthy relationships.

Family relationships comparison

Home schooled families also enjoy more time together as compared to families with childreninschool. School childrenare
awayfrom home atleast6 hours a day, 5 days a week, 40 weeks a year. They are removed from parents and siblings for mostof
their wakinghours. Compare this to a home school family where teachingand learning can be adjusted to allowfathers to
spend more time with their children, where mothers are home each day with the children,and brothers and sisters do not
become segregated by age differences. Added to this,home school families generally do notplacetheir infants and toddlersin
day care centres, so these children arefree from the negative effects that studies haveshown come from such a situation.

Conclusion
Itis clear thathome schooled childrenfarewell inall areas and thattheir parents take on a commitment that involves sacrifice.
From these undeniablefacts, we canconclude that home school parents are in no need of regulation.

Itis alsoclearthatifthe state chooses to impose itselfon parents by way of compulsory registration the state is infactdeclaring
that childrenareno longer under the care and responsibility of the parents. It would appear that children belongto the state

and parents are mere incubators and parttime carers of children. Ifthatis the casewhy would anyone wish to have children?

My recommendation is for the state to make no legal requirements of home schoolers. Registration should be completely
voluntary for those home schoolers who wish to gain supportor other benefits they feel might come from registering.

Thank-you for taking the time to read my submission. | hopeit has been helpful.

Yours Sincerely,
Lyndell Williamson



