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_Danny Chapman

The Director
Select Committee on Recreatronai F:shmg

Parliament House
Macquarie St
Sydney NSW 2000
Fax: 9230 3416

30 March 2010

Dear Selett Committea Members

Submissfon to Inquiry into Recreational Fishing

We apologise for the lat'eness of this submission.

Abariginal peaple have fi shed NSW waters for many thousands of yaars All resources
ware utilised in a manner|that ensured their future sustainability. Many Aboriginal people
continue to fish, gather and use a wide range of marine and frashwater resources ina
culturally appropriate manner and agsert their continued right to carry out these

-activities. ;

. i
1 (a) Marine Protectad Areas and Parks

The National Native Title ; 5Tnbunsll have facilitated a national process which ensured that
the cultural fishing rights of Aboriginal people could continue, without regulatory
confinement of the nghts of Aboriginal people, and allow for equitable access to
commercial fishing oppm‘tunltles (Tab A).

Many Aboriginal pecple in NSW support this process and would [ike to see the above
principles applied ta Marina Protected Areas and Parks. All of these parks have been
created after the commencement of the Native Title Act 1693, and nons of them have
followed the future act prowsions of that leg!slation.

Many Abongmal people in NSW have not bean properiy consulted on the areas of
significance ta ther in Marine Pariks, Many Abariginat peaple believe that the areas that
have been declared as sancluary areas are iri the wrong location for successful species
and ecosystem management, and conversely that many areas which should be reserved
as sanctuary areas have not been. This is a direct result of not properly cansulting
Aboriginal people. "-‘ .

Canservation, fishing and social and cultural outcomes of Marine Parks would be
supported by & properly funded Cultural Values of Marine Parks program.
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Aboriginal people should fge able to co-own and manage Marine Frotected Areas and
_ Marine Parks, just as they can co-own and manage National Parks and Conservation

Areas. The current Maring Parks Acl does not allow for such an outcome. It is an
aversight and should be gmendad to allow co ownership and managemsnt.

. }
1{b} Repressntation on Trusts

Abgriginal people are nof|properly and effectively represented on all Figheries and
Marine Parks Advisory Bgards, In particular, It would be desirable to have at least fwo
Abariginal people on each Fisheries and Marine Parks Advisory Board and Trust
Committee.

These paople should have good relationships with the proposed Aboriginal Fishing
Advisory Committee. _ .

1(c) Value of Recreatiopal fishing

Many Aboriginal peaple who regularly fish within the recreational fishing limit, fish to feed
not only their family, but also athers within the Aboriginal Community. It js & very
significant sdurce of low £ost protein to many Aboriginal peoples diefs, and therefore a
public health issue, as well as a fishing issue. Access fo this important source of protein
will reduce costs associated with public health. '

1e) E.SD and recreational fishing

We note that it is the deslruction of estuarine, freshwater and marine habitat and a
continued decline in water quality that is the single greatest threat to ecologically
sustainable fishing — both commercial and recreational. '

Unfll breading, feeding, nursery habitats and water quality is properly protected from
mining and inappropriate development, recreational and cornmercial fishers will continue
to see their precious fisheries reduce in size, and the conflicts between various users of
that diminishing resaurce will escalate. ‘

We are also concerned that the Australian Salmeén numbers appear to be Increasing to

the point where they are|having a detrimental impact on parts of the marine acosystem.

gl particular, they have g huge impact when they go through the Batemans Bay Marine
ark. - B .

" Conefuslon
We invite the Select Cnrlrmittee to visit the Aboriginal community at Wallaga Lake and .
vigit the Aboriginal fishefs at Mogo to discuss the issues raised above when you gome |

down {o the Batemans Hay hearing. We would alsa like the opportunity to address the
public hearing.

Yours sincerely

Danny Chapman
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"THE PRINCIPLES COMMUNiQUE

ON INDIGENOUS FISHING

PREAMBLE

This communiqus has heen ardorsed by tapresantatives of: ) ) .
+ Indigenous bodies, ingiuding Native Title Representative Bodles and Avoriginal and Tofres Strait

{slander Cammilssion {ATSIC) Commissioners's _
«  State and Norhern Teltitory governments and the Australian Govemment;

s Nationzl sommercial fisherles interests; and
National recreational f|sherles interasts.

This group of stakeholders Jovolved from the Naticnal Indigenous Fishing Technjcal Working Group

Irp>ry

{NIFTW@) which formed in Ogtober 2003 following a natlonal Indigenous fisheries canfarence convenad by -

the National Native Title Tribupat (NNTT). )
[n Mareh 2004, the NIFTWG igentified three possible pathways for progreasing Indigenous asplrations linked
fo marine and fishetios manggement. The preferred pathway ~ Pathway £ - involves the development o
pollcies baged on: i

() Dafined customaryflishing rights that exclude commerclal activity
() Maghanisme that faclitate Indigenons invalvernent In marine and fishetles related businessas.

The scope for Indigenous epmmercial particlpation includes new and established sectars of the fishing
Industry, including aquacuiture, as wall as the chaster Industry and other smsrging opportunities in fisherles-
ratated tourism and recregfion. - :

This group proposes a set pf general principles to guide the future development of Indigenous flshing

siratepios within the sustainabliity limits that currently apply to all other siakshelders. The Principles are an
articulation of Pathway 2, & philicy-driven responga which Is favoured over liigation.

Indiganous representatives’ duppert far these Piinclples does not affect the legal rights of indigenous people
or limit their scapa to pursua [other oplicns, However, itis consldered that strategies that pravide Indigencus
peopla with {a} lasting recgnition of customary fishing practices; and (b} increassd opporturities for
economlc engagement in fisherdes-related snterprises, have a greater capacity than litigation lo deliver
practical outcomes within the/ foreseeable future.

This group acknewledges: .
+ that the Prnciples arg mutuelly dependent and Informad by the Preamble; and
+ that future communigation between stakeholders will ba ceptral 1o long-tarm change.

PRINCIPLES

1. Indigenotis people wWera the first custedians of Auatralia’s matine and freshwater environments:
Australla’s fisheries and aquatle environment management strategies should reapect and
accommodate this, .

2. Customary fishing fs|to be defined and incorporated by Govemments into flsheries managernent
regimes, 50 4s to aﬁrrd it protaction.

3. Gustarnary fishing is/fishing in accerdance with relevant Indigenous laws and customs for the
purpose of saiisfyiné personal, domastic or non-commercial communal neads, Specific frameworks
for customary fishing may vary throughout Australla by reference, for axample, lo marine zones, fish
species, Indlgenousjcommiunity {ocations and teaditions or thelr access to land and watar,

4. Rocognition of custgdmary fishing will ranslate, wherever possibie, into a share in the overall
allocation of sustainable managed fisheries. .

5. In the allocation of marine and freshwater resolrces, the cuistomary sector should be recagnised as
a sector In fis own right, alongside reereational and commercial sectors, ideally within the camtaxt of
future [ntegrated fisHariea management strategies.

8. Governments and ofher staksholders will work tagether to, &1 minimum, Implement assistance
atrategies to increase Indigenous participatlen in fisharies-related businegaes, including the
recraationzal and chdrter sectors. :

7. Increased Indigenoys particlpation in fishares rolated businessos and fleherias management,
tegather with relateq vocational davelopmeant, must be eipedited.

1 On 16 March 2005 Paﬂiamer{lt passed the ATSIC Amendment Bl repealing provisions of the ATSIC Aoy, and in
ggggmlar aholishing ATSIC: The legiafetfon raceived the Royal Asaent and was proclaimed with effect from 24 March






