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SUBMISSION
INQUIRY INTO ELECTORAL & POLITICAIL PARTY FUNDING
Dear Sirs,

I have lived in Port Macquarie for over 30 vears and have
taken much interest in politics for a large part of that
time and during the last 10 or 15 years have observed what
I believe to be the total corruption of the political
process, in all three tiers of Government - Federal,

State and Local Government, due to the influence of vested
interests and their financial powers.

Of partilcular concern to me is this influence being
exerted in Local Government - elections and ongoing
administration both.

You might be aware that in this area the Department of
Local Government has conducted firstly a Section 430
Inquiry, then a Section 740 Inquiry, into the activities
and conduct of our local Council, Port Macquarie-Hastings
Council. This was 'reputed to be with regard to

Council's conduct and management in relation to a venture
called "The Glasshouse", now at a cost to the community
well over $40M, and originally proposed as a $7M Arts

& Cultural Centre, then perverted into an Arts - Conference
& Entertainment Centre, at the behest of the movers and
shakers of the Chamber of Commerce, the Tourism Association
and the Business Enterprise Centre; the Chamber of

Commerce quite clearly stating in the media their influence
on Council decisions being so radically changed without due
consultation with the communiity.

I bring this to your attention because I consider the stage
1s being set all the time with reference to various

Council decislions, due to the inordinate amount of
influence that is gained by the electoral system and
financing at Local Government Elections. (I am limiting

my views to what I see happening in Local Government -

that is not to say 1 see anything much different happening

State or Federally).
ay




I am concerned at the actual happenings in this area

at the last Council elections in March 2004, and enclose
copies of advertising material associated with those
elections for your information.

My concern is with the system of Group Voting above-the-
line as it was interpreted and executed, and ALLOWED
by the Electoral Commissioner apparently, as well as by
the Minister and the Department of Local Government.

The three Goups constituting the "YES"TEAM were able to
preference with each other across the board to head off any
viable challenge of import from <@ither the one Independant
Group, or the individual Independant candidates. This
enabled a very influential block of political influence

and developer interests to secure control of the local
Council. (It was only due to a huge effort by the one
Tndependant Group and a very well-respected "ind_jividual
Councillor to have ANY say in the make-up of Council).

The funding of these three "YES" TEAM Groups towards their
campaign amounted to over $100,000 by all reports.

Not only this, but it has been established that an amount
of over $40,000 contracted by the "YES" TEAM for
advertizing space was never honoured in payment to the
PICTORIAL Magazine carrying their ads., but was eventually
written—-off by the owners/publishers of the PICTORIAL.

During the election process, many individuals within the
community, as well as any alternate political entities,
were outraged by these blatantly powerful and outrageously
funded processes. Concerns were raised with both the
Department and the Minister for Local Government, as well
as with the Electoral Office.

The Minister and the Department both indicated that they
could do nothing -~ as the methods employed were within

the law. The Electorasl! Office advised that "it doesn't
seem very fair or ethical - but we believe it is legal -
but we've asked them not to do this type of thing again

in the future". Just how this interpretation was made

is a mystery to me and others, as to our minds it is either
legal, therefore allowable and could not be subject to any
view that it could be seen as "unfair and/or uﬂe}hﬁcai;'
neither description having any legal standing, and
therefore by the same argument of being legal, could not
be subject to any exhor.tation or demand of being asked
"not to do it again®. It is either legal, or not legal
and to my mind, that is the only interpretation. It seems
to be devious at the very least to deal with it any other
way. .

I have been advised that I am wasting my time bringing

up this matter of above-the-line group voting, as the
system is well liked by our "political masters” to achieve
the desired results in Local Government Elections,
especially around the Metropolitan and Outer-Metropolitan
Councils, and that "there is no intention to interfere
with the status-quo®.

Well, I can assure you that the people in this area
consider the outcome of such voting procedures as having
contributed to a disaster for any true democratic result

in the area. This process has resulted in the powerful and
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moneyed business and developer vested interests having
total control and influence over our Council. This has
resulted in Council not making decisions with the best
interests of the whole local government area community

at heart. The Council has succumbed to the pressures
being exerted on it by thgChamber of Commerce, the Tourism
Association, and more importantly, the developers

lobby. This is resulting in an inner system of influence
within Council and its various Committees, and has led to
a disproportionate allocation of Council (RAtepayeers')
resources to the Inner Central Business District, to the
detriment of services etc. to the remainder of the town
of Port Macquarie (little attention to core services),
and scarce attention to the other centres of the L.G.A.,
such as the coastal strip - Lake Cathie, Bonny Hills, the
entire Camden Haven complex and 1ts outer areas of Kew

& Kendall, and to the inland town of Wauchope, as well as
to the huge hinterlands of those areas.

IF this system of the obviously politically-preferred
above-the-line Group voting is allowed to continue, then
L.G.A's such as ours and others along this fast growing
coastal strip (the designated Growth Centres such as ours)
will continue to be held hostage to the Developers

exerting their overwhelming influence on and within Council
and, should I be bold enocugh to way, also on the State
Government Departments and their political arms. After
all, just look at the power, influence and money involved!

As a solution, I would offer two measures:

1. 1IF above the line group voting is to continue,
th_at least put a stop to the preferencing between
groups, such as occurred in this area.

2. 1IF there is to be no blanket outlawing of between-
groups~preferencing, then at least it should be
prohibited in smaller regional Local Government
Areas where vested interests are able to corrupt the
system and gain control of the "Honey-Money Pots"
associated with huge growth and development pressures..

We, the people, are quite fed up with the results we are
seeing and having to live with. ©Not only that, but

it seems to us that the debacle of having our Council

being in such a situvation as having to have Section 430, and
and S$.740 Inquiries came about BECAUSE of the climate
resulting from such ridiculous and perverted Local
Government Electoral processes as occurred (and apparently
legally allowable) - at our last 2004 Local
Council elections.

Yours sincerely,
]
Z?;é;aaw%:éf@wfﬁr,
V4
Barbara Grant-Curtis.

Encls.



HOW TO VOTE FOR RESIDENTS ACTION NETWORK

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D
GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D
Place the numbers JOHNSTON, Daphne D MAYNE, David DDREW, Rob SHARPHAM, Bob INTEMANN, Lisa
BRI AT Independent Independent Independent
in any order of your WEHLOW, Ben D CAMPBELL, Noel DNAHDELLA, Rob PRICE, Cameron HARRISON, Jamie
choice in Group D. Independent independent (ndependent
‘?.‘g?‘?,é,*,‘?,;?‘gf?g,f DTOULSON, David D MARTIN, Brett Dpnussme, Adam |3 TSHAR, Rick GHEEN, Torty
3 g'ains{ the four ' Independent independent
candidates as shown, D PEARSON, Jim D SAVILLE, Peter ADAMS, lan McCLIMONT, Sandy WATERSON, Kevin
Independent Independent Independent
I:I ROBERTS, Debby B SHEA, Gerard
Independent

D QUAGLIO, Bill

D WOODFIELD, Clive

Authorised by S.Baker P O Box 337 Port Macquarie. -

Printed by L J Lane Print, Laurieton



Cr Lisa INTEMANN ~In 1995, you voted to put some good women on Hastings Council.

May or al Candid?lte Eight years later, Lisa is still there and has a proven record as the
Hastings Council people’s champion.

Of the candidates, Lisa is the second longest serving councillor, and
is the longest serving among the Mayoral candidates.

It’s time to make a good woman our Mayor.

POLICIES

+ Take charge of council administration;

* Planning for genuine progress, and development at a pace that
protects the lifestyle and safe neighbourhoods we all value;

+ Respect and enhance the unique character of our villages and
the diversity of the Hastings experience;

* Continue to support public art, cultural development, and sport;

* Lobby state government for an improved health service;

+ Engage In meaningful community consultation on council’s
priorities and standards of service delivery;

ey 4 sty + Ethical governance, and more councillor accountability.
EXPERIENCE - INDEPENDENCE Lisa for Mayor of Hastings'
IMPARTIALITY - INTEGRITY
Things money can’t buy Authorised and printed by Lisa Intemann, 10 Joshua Close, Wauchope 2446

Phone/fax 6585 2340 Email lisac@midcoast.com.au Mobile 0431 607 239




DREW, Rob

Independent

Independent

Independent

HOW TO VOTE HASTINGS COUNCIL
ELECTION OF MAYOR
ROGERS, Grant

HARRISON,
INTEMANN, Lisa

1 | Independent
SHARPHAM, Bob

Jamie

Cr Lisa INTEMANN

EXPERIENCE
Councillor since 1995

IMPARTIALITY and INTEGRITY
Representing the community as a whole

INDEPENDENCE
No political ties

Things money can't buy

. //GROUP A

/é< JOHNSTON, Daphne
JIndependent
WEHLOW, Ben
Independent

D TOULSON, David

|:| PEARSON, Jim

5 MAYNE, David

D CAMPBELL, Noel
El MARTIN, Brett
D SAVILLE, Peter

[___] ROBERTS, Debby

g

GROUP C
4 DREW, Rob

D NARDELLA, Rob'
D PRUSSING, Adam;,

ADAMS,; lan
Independent

GROUPD
SHARPHAM, Bob |
Independent ¢
PRICE, Cameron
Independent

SHARP, Rick
Independent

McCLIMONT, Sandy
Independent

HOW TO VOTE HASTINGS COUNCIL
GROUP A GR[%IP B GROUP C GR%IP D

1 INTEMANN, Lisa

Independent

1 HARRISON, Jamie

Independent

GREEN, Terry
8

Independent

WATERSON, Kevin
Independent

SHEA, Gerard
Independent




HOW TO VOTE HASTINGS COUNCIL
ELECTION OF MAYOR

EXPERIENCE
DREW, Rob Councillor since 1995
ROGERS, Grant IMPARTIALITY and INTEGRITY
Independent Representing the community as a whole
HARRISON, Jamie INDEPENDENCE
Independent No political ties

1 INTEMANN, Lisa Things money can't buy

Independent

I stand for strong and fair government on bebalf of the community as a4 whole.

As Mayor, T will take charge of Council administration, including the general
management of 450 staff. 1 support planning for genuine progress, and development
at & pace that protects the lifestyle and safe neighbourboods we all value.

I will engage the residents in meaningful consullation about our common future.
During 2004, Iwill establish goals for completion during this term, with a report back
lo the community on our achievements before the next Council election in 2008,

SHARPHAM, Bob
Independent

For the MAYOR, number one or more
candidates in your order of preference.
For the COUNCIL {over page), number
at least eight names in your order of
preference. Cheers/!
Authorised by Lisa Intemann, 10 Joshua Close, Wauchope Printed by M&S Offset Ply Lid, PO Box 282, Wauchope



HOW TO VOTE

ELECTION OF EIGHT COUNCILLORS

Number at least eight names in your order of preference

HASTINGS COUNCIL

Say NO fo the YES men

VOTE

1| for €r Lisa INTEMANN

The Leading Light in Hastings Council since 1995

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D
[] [] [] L]
GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D
|G JOHNSTON, Daphne | [53] MAYNE, Dovid [4] DREW, Rob [ 3 ] SHARPMAN, Bob 11 ] INTEMANN, Lisa
Independent Independent Independent
|| WEHLOW, Ben || CAMPBELL, Noel || NARDELLA, Rob 19 PRICE, Cameron [ 7] HARRISON, Jomie
Independent independent Independent
] TouLSON, Duvid [ ] MARTIN, Brett [ | PRUSSING, Adam || SHARP Rick (8] GREEN, Terry
Independent Independent
[ ] PEARSON, Jim || SAVILLE, Peter || ADAMS, lan | 2] McCLIMONT, Sandy | ] WATERSON, Kevin
Independent Independent Independent
| ] ROBERTS, Debby [ ] SHEA, Gerard

Independent




We will
consult, listen
and act on
commuinity
views.

The RAN Team believes in

M Community Consultation.

Long Term Planning
for Development.

Fairness and Equity.

M Accountability
and Openness.

Environmental Protection.

Our Principles

W Greater community voice in shaping
a clear vision for managing future
development.

| Strong commitment toa ‘fair go’
for all interests and equity for
residents across the Hastings area.

| Openness and genuine community
participation in Council decision
making processes.

" Balanced, sustainable and planned
growth to benefit the well being of
the community and environment.

We will work with
the Community.

" Fair rate payments.

I Attention to roads, water supply
and sewerage.

W Improve car parking facilities.

"l Insist building heights reflect
community vision.

" Defer commencement of the
Cultural Centre until site issues
and funding are resolved.

" Protect foreshore land from
private development.

" Community input into Council’s
plans and budgets.

B Improve Council administration
by appointing an ombudsman.

I Protect vegetation, wetlands
and wildlife.

" Work with the Lake Cathie,

Bonny Hills and Kendall communities

to resolve development issues.

| Effective support for local business
and tourism.

| Push for immediate commencement
of the new Stingray Creek bnc}ife
aven.

linking Laurieton with North

1 Act on the needs of outlying
communities.

' Practical support for a Wauchope
Master Plan.

| Provide better facilities for youth

and sporting groups.
YourVoicein Counecil

Brochure authorised by S. Baker, 67 Longworth Road, Dunbogan 2443
Printed by Sunne Printing Services Pty. Ltd., 57 Muldoon Street, Taree 2430



About RAN

A community based organisation, we
have a fast growing membership of
independent, fair minded residents from
diverse backgrounds throughout the
Hastm%s who have common concerns
about the quality and integrity of our
local area and government.

RAN is not associated with any political

party, lobby group, business or 1property
development interests. We will continue

to be involved in local government after
the election.

Our Policy Document has been
developed over an 18 month period in
close consultation with many
community members. It covers a wide
range of areas and issues.

For further.lnformatlon on our candidates
and the Policy Document, please go to
our website at:

1 www.wolven.com.au/ran
or E-mail to:

I ran@midcoast.com.au
or Fax to:

I 65822233
or write to:

™ RAN, PO Box 337,
Port Macquarie 2444

VOTE 1 for the RAN team

RAN candidates have a wide range of skills and experience.
= 1. Bob Sharpham

B.Ed.JP
- Mayoral Candidate.

- 30 years management in

. education and training, housing,
retail and community care.

He is CEO of Mid Coast Care

. and President of a service to the
! frail and aged. Bob’s business

as a Consultant takes in all of
the Hastings.

| 2. Cameron Price

B.For.Sc.

| Web Designer.
| President Wauchope
Community Arts Council.
Convenor Comboyne
Heritage Group.
Member of Council committees,
- including Arts and Cultural
. Development Taskforce and

| Heritage Sub-committee.

3. Rick Sharp

Organic farmer in Pappinbarra.
Past President Organic Farmers
Group. Qualified accountant
with sound financial
management skills,
international financial and
auditing experience.

4. Sandy MecClimont

A, LLB.
Retlred Lawyer.

President of Camden Haven
Community College (formerly
CHACE).

Sandy lives at Kendall. Her
property is a nominated Wildlife
Refuge. She has government
experience and management
skills to contribute to Hastings
Council.

Puttmg
Commmuty

back into

Couneil.

Local Government Elections 27 March 2004



Vaote for Rob Drew and the ‘YES’ team on 27 March for a better Hastings

FOR MAYOR

CANDIDATES

1

DREW, Rob

ROGERS, Grant
Independent

HARRISON, Jamie
Independent

INTEMANN, Lisa
Independent

SHARPHAM, Bob
Independent

GROUP A

PEARSON, Jim

R TR WO PN

FOR ELECTION OF 8 COUNCILLORS

GROUP B

SAVILLE, Peter

ROBERTS, Debby

QUAGLIO, Bill

WOODFIELD, Clive

GROUP C

1

ADAMS, fan
independent

Authorised by Rob Drew, PO Box 302, Wauchope, NSW 2446

n e

GROUP D

4

McCLIMONT, Sandy
Independent

Daphne Johnston - David ayne Rob

GROUP A GROUP B GROUP C GROUP D
JOHNSTON, Daphne MAYNE, David DREW, Rob SHARPHAM, Bob INTEMANN, Lisa
Independent Independent Independent
WEHLOW, Ben CAMPBELL, Noel NARDELLA, Rob PRICE, Cameron HARRISON, Jamie
Independent Independent Independent
TOULSON, David MARTIN, Brett PRUSSING, Adam SHARP, Rick GREEN, Terry

Independent Independent

WATERSON, Kevin
Independent

SHEA, Gerard
Independent




COUN (%~ 4 - f
| HMarCh zeoy

YOL 17, No 3

3
£

IR 74 ¢ : : . —— “ ; : U iRsmee ' .;’zwwwé’ ¥
Ypur onky locals ._ g iColation Ze oo ’Ex'f’ab/is{fed 1988

AN ol A ety

e AL S P T SRR S TR RS A M TS

PICTORIAL EXCLUSIVE

FORUM




o ——

hen former Mayor and retiring
councilor Bob Woodlands

However, it should be noted that the best

Jssible result in any election is a fai
articufarly in the separa

declared that he would not

Co be standing again, he made
the comment that the outgoing Hastings
{Council was ‘the most haryqomous he h
ever experienced’.

To say the out-going council was™q
that good might be going a bit far because
there were a few hiccups along the way, but
certainly when it comes to achievement,
that council will go down as ‘one of the
best’.

And it was in the area of planning and a
lot of ‘behind the scenes’ stuff where the
council did its best work.

Although it wasn't popular at the time,
this council gave us ‘worlds best’ recycling
that is now the benchmark for every council
in Australia, and its water management and : ¢

an d who have considerable experience
n
political loyalties are fields apart.

Their stand of unity in the election is based
on putting forward a group of experienced
but different people who have one interest
at heart — a balanced and harmonious
council.

There are those who will say that
development will be a big issue with this
election and yes, we have had some big
development projects occur in recent

Wis known that the *Yes’ group has peop’l?‘
; b

me fresh faces, yet in many cases th\eir/

times, with many of them now nearing -

However. Try and remember what they
replaced and ask yourself the question,
is Port Macquarie not a better place
esthetically than it was five years ago?
A case in pom oTesnore area. rive
years ago-you would hardly dare walk along
our foreshore on the Town Green, glven
© what used to be there,
Today, it is a haven by comparison.
Clearly a new council rightly should
consider responsible development and a
case could be put for assessing where we
re at and where to go from here,
Another consideration is employment.
ot long ago jobs were like hen's teeth,
ut try and get a worker today for your
business and discover just how hard it
can be. We now have strength in business
and jobs that have directly evolved from a
policy th table and focused
cil.
Because of the new voting patterns that
have emerged in recent years, it will be the
upings on the voting forms on Election

policies are also regarded highly with some
of the technology and concepts also in the
‘world’s best’ category.

CBD beautification, ‘cell’ or area building
regulations and future CBD planning have
set the scene for the years to come in our
community.

Roads are still an issue here, but they
are improving and with some additional
Government funding, will get better.

The out-going council was unique i

an

A
Whilst the politics of several of the
councillors was widely known, it was obvious
that party politics never played a role when
it came to thoughtful decision-making and
yoting around the council table.
€ mer mayor
was a well-known Labor Party figure, but he
had thE ability to get on with most around
the council table and built up alliances with :
those who might have been diametrically :
opposed to his philosophies. On many /
occasions the council made intelligent
decisions on the behalf of the community
with no hint of party politics raising its
head. &

So that leads us to the belated Local
Government elections to be held next
month.

At this stage, there are very few signs
of significant electoral activity, but that
will surely build up in the last three weeks

Voters will always take the ‘easy option
when it comes to voting, so standing as
an independent councilor with no group
support, would make getting elected
extremely difficult.

So look at the groupings on the ballot
paper and give it some thought.

Day that will decide our next_ggl_ﬂgﬂ_/v

ou vote for is your business. S

leading to the March 27 Election day.
There is one group of solid, core former
councillors and newcomers who have

However, make sure you do think about
it first and try and elect people who will
continue the thrust that was started by the
previous council.
tion, harmony, balance, fairness,
responsibility, future and good planning
deserve to be the criteria on which the new
council will be elected.

And treasure the democratic process that
allows you to vote on Saturday March 27.

and candidaf® e Mayoral position in the
first ever popularly-elected ™M

and a decision made by the electorate at

*Copiers *Printers ¢Telephones *Cash Registers *Desks »Chairs *Shelving
*Calculators *Faxes sFiling Cabinets Stationery »Computers

20 Ceniral Road Porf Macquarie
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Prime Minister, your Minister for : some of the reasons why the FTA is poten-
Trade, Mark Vaile, is our local : tially so important.

Member for Lyne, how is he go- @
ing and are you pleased with his perform- :
ance?

How do you rate your Govern-
ment's chances at the forthcoming
Federal election later this year?

| Mark Vaile does a very good job :
| of balancing his ministerial respon- :
sibilities with his_obligations to : election, we'll be asking the Aus-
his electorate of Lyne Tc's always & Rard ! tralian people to elect us for the
Chattengebut particalarly so with Mark be- fourth time. | never take any support for
cause of his portfolio, the trade ministry. : granted. The Government will be saying to
Australia’s Trade Minister is required to : the Australian people that we have a very
travel frequently in pursuit of Australia’s @ strong record of achievement. I've had
trade interests, Mark does very well in his : three goals for Australia since I've had the

This is not going to be an easy

electorate and | think one of reasons is be- : immense privilege of being Prime Minister.
cause he realises he has to work just that i The first goal is to provide for our nation
much harder to do justice to both his elec- * security.The second is to ensure Austra
torate and his ministerial responsibilities.  ia’s economic strength. [t is from eco-

nomic strength that businesses can grow,
Mark has been involved with the ! people can be employed and families can
Free Trade Agreement with the : be allowed to exercise their choices. And
United States of America, How im- § finally we have sought to preserve a s
portant was his role? ¢ of social stability for Australia.

Prime Minister, do you know of
the Parent to Parent program that
has just received $80,000 from

He was absolutely crucial to negoti-
ating the Agreement with the United :
States. Without his skill, particularly :

over the last few days, negotiations would : the Government! Do you see a
have fallen over. | paid tribute to Markand : value in a positive parenting program that
his negotiating team on the day the Agree- : can reach out to help Australian families?

ment was announced.

The Parent to Parent program is
one of the Community Partner-
ships Initiatives under the Aus-
ralian Government’s Tough on Drugs
It is an historic agreement that )\ campaign. [t's aimed at parents or the
will add enormous long-term ben- - supervisors of young Australians, for ex-
efits to the Australian economy. : ample people in roles such as teachers or
~ It recognises that Australia’s eco- @ youth counsellors, Parent to Parent Aus-
nomic partnership with the United States @ tralia's program provides strategies to re-
is as much about the future as it is about : duce stress in families and also helps edu-
the past. Without in any way downplay- : cate people about the benefits of healthy
ing the importance of traditional patterns : lifestyles. The idea is that participants can
of trade and investment, Australia’'s eco- @ eventually be trained to organise the pro-
nomic future is very much bound with the | gram in their own communities. Hopefully
expansion of our service and manufactur- : this will be the outcome in Port Macquarie.
ing industries. The Free Trade Agreement : Parent to Parent Australia will also engage
affords huge opportunities in these service : someone to spread information about

! What will the Free Trade Agree-
i ment mean to Australia?

nd manufacturing sectors. it will link Aus- : the program through the community
tralia’s economy with the biggest economy : via schools, parenting organisations and
in the world and an economy whose im- ! church groups.

portance to Australia will grow rather than :

diminish. The FTA is another step towards : Thank you Prime Minister the Hon john
a stronger and more prosperous Austral- i Howard for making time for this exclusive
jan economy in the long-term. These are : interview with the Pictorial.

\

Daniel

@ THE HOLIDAY COAST PICTORIAL
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The future

Hieiio,

I'am Rob Drew, Mayor of the Hastings Council. I have
decided to stand for the Mayoral position when the delayed
Local Government election is held on Saturday, March 27,
which will for the first time be elected by you, the ratepay-

ers and residents of the Hastings.

The duration of the election for Mayor will be for four
years, and | have given serious thought to my obligations
over this extended period of time. | willingly undertake that
commitment. :

I was first elected to council in 1999 and have served as
2 councillor, Deputy Mayor and Mayor over the past four :

and a half years.

The election on March 27 will be different from any oth-
er previously held, For the first time our Mayor won't be
elected by fellow councillors, but by the community. For this :
reason, it is fundamental to our future that the Mayor that !
is elected has the support of the majority of the elected :

council.

For this reason, a group of current councillors and a
number of active community people, with an emphasis on :
youth, have joined with me to stand in three separate but :

lilke-minded groups that we have called the ‘Yes’ team.

It should be said that these people come from all politi-
cal persuasions, interests and agendas, but have the overall
concern for a professional and united approach. :

Daphne johnstone, Jim Pearson, Noel Campbell and Dav-

id Mayne have the experience from the old council that will :
provide a strong base for your new council, :

They are joined by new faces Ben Wehlow, Rob Nardelia,
Adam Prussing, Brett Martin, lan Adams, David Toulson and :

Peter Saville who will join to provide a united and cohesive

front in the forthcoming election. :

Election time is usually the time candidates talk about :
what ‘will be done’. Those policies are important, but first, |
would like to bring your attention ro what has been done.

vessaes

is

Our roads infrastructure has always been under pres-
sure due to continued growth. We have supplied the in-
crease in annual road funding across the Hastings by
an additional $1 million per year that will see the cycle
change and improve, particularly to maintenance on exist-
ing roads. This was a commitment made in 1999 and was
one of my proudest achievements whilst a member of the
out-going council.

Waste Management

The new waste management facility that has been con-
structed near Telegraph Point and opened in 2001, is rec-
ognised as a leader in environmentally friendly waste man-
agement. The Hastings Council is now visited on a regular
basis by councils from all over Australia examining just what
has been achieved here, and it is regarded as a ‘benchmark’
for other councils to follow. Waste product that is utilised
and turned into productive mulch at the Rethmann plant
has been a huge bi-product and wonderfully successful, This
was a controversial decision at the time and was not sup-
ported by all councillors. There are few today who could

. argue that it has not been one of the out-going council’s

crowning achievements.

Water Augmentation

The Cowarra Dam is now starting to fiil after a $70 mil-
lion outlay into future water augmentation and infrastruc-
ture for the Hastings area.When our new dam is full it will
give the Hastings community a water capacity five times
of what is currently available. Also, the water management
and Yaterwise programs that have been instigated by Hast-
ings Council have again been ‘ground-breaking’ policy. Our
water management system is regarded highly not only at a
national level, but also from a world standing. The Hastings
Council leads the way in water management and education
of its local community.

S

in your hands

Kendall Community Pool
The people of Kendall raised nearly half the funds for
their new community swimming pool, opened only just a
couple of weeks ago.At the last election Daphne Johnstone,
myself, Jim Pearson and others said we would help. That
happened and $1.2 million was found to build the pool.

: This was a classic case of the council and the community
: working together towards a common goal, and | must say

the finished product is a credit to the community and its
perseverance,

Girowii Strategy
Adopted in 2001, the council's Growth Policy will re-

¢ sponsibly restrict development to local areas not affected

by sensitive environmental issues and will ensure that these
unique features of the Hastings are preserved. There is
much more to be done, but the council has already the
infrastructure in place for proper management of the en-
vironment.

“Yes” for Responsible Governnment
Our team has chosen to use the ‘Yes’ logo to identify a
unified group. It is “Yes’ for Responsible Government and it
is “Yes’ for a United Council, and it is ‘Yes’ for Responsible
Development and Protection of our Environment.
In conclusion, it is sometimes not fully understood what

: exactly gets done and not done around a council table. |

have to say that history will show that the majority of the
out-going council supported strategies that will benefit our

: community for generations to come. More strategic plan-

ning for our future was carried out that is fully recognised

: at this time,

I urge your support for the people who are featured in

the various groupings on the following pages. Please sup-

port the “Yes’ team for a united and balanced council,

to a thriving-Hastings.

Yuuthful — Vibrant, dynamic, energetic, for a council committed

Experienced ~ Established track record, expertise in service and

tommunity involvement for effective administration.

Suppurtive - Varied interests and backgrounds coming together

in & council working for the entire community.
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Daphng
Johnston

Proud record

# Fair deal for al

& First female Deputy Mayor
B Capable and Willing

My decision to stand again for election
to Council has been due, in the main to
a large number of community members
approaching me and pleading with me to
go again.

My role has always been to serve our
community to the best of my ability. Be-
ing fortunate to be fit and healthy | be-
lieve | am capable, have time and energy
to serve all members of our community.
Experience is a great teacher and after
20 years and having sat on just about
every committee of Council over the
years | believe | have learnt a lot and |
am conversant with all policies and pro-
cedures and it would be a waste not to
use that experience to benefit our com-
munity (Made history when first female
Deputy Mayor of Hastings 1989-91 then
again 1993-95.).

Having a proven record of honest rep-
resentation, equality and a fair deal for
all ratepayers | would be proud to serve
for another four years. Not only do |
have a thorough local knowledge of the
Camden Haven, | also have a very good
knowledge of the vast majority of the
Hastings. Presently | chair a number of
committees on Council.

Being Chair of Council's Laurieton
Sport & Recreation Committee gives
me contact with people of all ages and
as | chair Port Macquarie Senior Citizens
Facility Management Committee | associ-
ate with many citizens over the age of 55
years. | am capable and | am willing and
if elected ! will continue to stand up and
represent all ratepayers.

e for the
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team

Ben
Wehlow

B Community

8 Sporting facilities

Planning

& Future

Ben Wehlow is a well-known local
family man and sportsman who Is stand-
ing for the Hastings Council for the first
time. As the current president of the
Port Macquarie Surf Life Saving Club, Ben
is fully aware of community involvement
and participation and adds a youthful
new look to the *Yes’ team line-up.

Educated in Port Macquarie, Ben has
had significant sporting success, being a
State Gold Medallist in still water swim-
ming and has won State and Country
medals in Surf Life Saving, He also played
AFL for Port Macquarie for several
years.

His employment history has been di-
versified and is currently marketing man-
ager for Jotway Pty Ltd.

Community positions held are consid-
erable. He as the inaugural secretary of
the Port Macquarie Ratepayers’ Associa-
tion, President of the Port Macquarie Ro-
toract Club, Honorary member of Port
Macquarie West Rotary Club, Club Cap-
tain of the Port Macquarie Surf Lifesaving
Club and is the current president of the
Port Macquarie Surf Lifesaving Club.

“Youth are my interest and | also have
a good ear. | am wilfing to listen to the
community and { am keen to serve to the
ratepayers and residents.

Married with three daughters, Ben
VWehlow enjoys sharing outdoor time
and sports with his family and music has
always been an interest whilst surf life-
saving is a passion,

“I think our club is an important part
of our community,” Ben said.

David
Toulson

& Sporting facilities
B4 Accountability

# Roads

B Families

David Toulson is a relative newcomer
to our area and wants to make a con-
tribution.

The Financial Controller at Bob Todd
Holden, David has extensive experience
at high corporate levels, particularly in
relation to finance.

“This is 2 new area for me and my fam-
ily and we enjoy living at Lake Cathie. |
have a few years yet in me and | would
like to learn more about our area and
top make a contribution,” he said.

Sport is a major area of David’s life,

particularly junior sport.

“Whilst the sporting facilities here
are adequate, they definitely need to be
improved upon. | also am looking at the
bigger picture. Coffs Harbour has es-
tablished itself as an international sport
venue and there is no reason why Port
Macquarie could not be similarly posi-
tioned.”

As a financial controller and account-
ant, David believes his financial back-
ground could serve as an advantage
around the council table,

“Finance is an area that is often beyond
some coungcillors, | believe my experi-
ence in this field would be advantageous
to not only around the council table, but
also to the residents and ratepayers of
the Hastings.

Roads and the lake at Lake Cathie are
issues for David and he is keen to be a
member of the next Hastings Council.

“l wish to become involved and | hope
the community gives me the opportunity
to serve,” he said.

‘proven community leadership offering

Jim
Pearson

Bl More road funding
B Strategic planning
B Better Value

B Mayoral support

Jim Pearson has surprised many with
his standing for his second term as a
Hastings Council representative. Jim was
elected to council in 1999 on the popu:
lar ticket that saw David Morton head
the poll in a landslide, more than dou:
bling the vote of the next candidate. The
success of that ticket saw |im Pearson
and current Mayor Rob Drew elected tg
that council.

Jim Pearson has played a strategic role_
in the council and enhanced his aiready

broad experience and sound finang/
management that comes from ow
and running one of the largest independ:
ent country trucking firms in Australia.

it was Jim Pearson who led the cam:
paign for better roads in the council are_a{
and has helped to oversee a major i
fusion of additional funding to the tun¢
of $1 million per annum on top of axrst1
ing monies provided. He also supported
the introduction of our ‘world standard
waste management and water augmen:
tation systems, including the Cowarra
Dam, and he has played a significant rolei»
in much of the strategic planning that has
been achieved by the outgoing council.

He believes that better value is now
gained from rates for the wider commu
nity and knows that much more can be
achieved with a supportive and cohesive
new council behind a popular Mayor.

Jim Pearson supports Rob Drew for
the Mayoral position and is pleased to,
part of the Daphne Johnstone grouping
for the forthcoming March 27 election,

Vote for the

Ynuthful — Vibrant, dynamic., energetic, for a council cormmitted
to a thnvmg Hastings.

Experienced - Established track record, expertise in service and
community involvernent for effective administration. i

Suppnrtlve Varied interests and backgrounds coming thether
in @ council working for the entire community.

@ THE HOLIDAY COAST PICTORIAL




yesw

tear

Current Mayor
Mayoral candidate
Stable council

B Sound planning

This coming local Government election
on Saturday, March 27 is the first time
our community will be asked to elect
their Mayor for the next four years. Of
course it is important to have the right
person in place to carry out this position.
| hope over the past four and half years
{ have demonstrated my passion for this
beautiful shire, showing integrity to stand
for what | believe, delivering and honour-
ing my commitments in representing the
whole of the Hastings Community.

In my term of council a few highlights
that have been important are:

+ As a community we are placed in a
very strong position to cater for growth
with the capacity of our water supply
now five times greater with the comple-
tion of Cowarra Dam and No. 3 Pump
Station. Unfortunately with drought con-
ditions we are still waiting to be able to
fill this facility. This is a facility of which all
residents can feel justifiably proud.

« The adoption of our state of the art
Cairncross Waste Facility (the first of its
kind in Australia) and the adoption of
our waste strategy has made us the envy
of many local government areas around
Australia.

» The work carried out on financial re-
porting and modelling of our present and
future financial standing and debt reduc-
tion program, place us in a very sound fi-
nancial position now and into the future.

In the coming months | look forward
to seeking your support to become your
first publicly elected Mayor.

yesu

team

Rob
Nardelia

Bl Facilities and service
B Job creation

H Federal experience
H Tertiary Education

Rob Nardella is the senior electorate
adviser and press secretary to The Hon
Mark Vaile, MP, Deputy Leader of The Na-
tionals and Federal Minister for Trade. He
is also one of the youngest candidates
wishing to stand for council election on
Saturday March 27.

“l am standing for council because
{ believe | can make a difference. | have
experience of working in Government at
the Federal level, and | believe | have the
qualities to assist our local Council play
a more positive and active role in work-

ing with other levels of Government to

ensure that we get the services and facili-
ties that we deserve in Port Macquarie
and the Hastings.”

Rob Nardella believes we need a bet-
ter roads network, improve tertiary
education, better sporting and recrea-
tion facilities and ‘we need to encourage
more job-creating initiatives for our local
area, particularly youth training’. Sport-
ing facilities for all age groups is also an
important consideration.

“Working for Federal member Mark
Vaile for the past seven years has given
me an incite into the many challenges
facing members of our community. | have
worked with Mark Vaile on road funding
and health, particularly the Radio Thera-
py Unit issue,” Rob said.

Rob Nardella grew up and went to
school in Port Macquarie and has an in-
timate knowledge of issues at a Federal
level.

He is positioned No. 2 on the ticket
behind Mayor Rob Drew.

GLiE

Adém |
Prussing

Balanced views

i Best practices

B Transparency

B§ Adequate Infrastructure

Former president of the Port Mac-
quarie Chamber of Commerce, Adam
Prussing, wants to be part of a co-opera-
tive council that will work towards pro-
vide the ‘best value’ for our community.

“My focus on council will be to pro-
vide a balanced view to the process of
governing our community into the fu-
ture. It is focus of best practices and cor-
porate governance and transparency of
process.”

Adam Prussing says that this means:

« Providing infrastructure well ahead
of development. My vision would be for
sustainable development that is relative
to the lifestyle of our community.

+ Supporing councii and focusing on
developing stronger ties with the com-
munity through consultation and struc-
tured support for community organisa-
tions, sporting and business groups and
building 2 strong sense of community.

» Supporting council to cope with the
large growth rate affecting our area and
makiing sure there are checks and bal-
ances for future development.

Adam Prussing owns Supalook Smash
Repairs with his wife Julie in Jindalee
Road, which has won many service and
best business practice awards and has
attained Quality Assurance to Austral-
jan Standards. Supalook has twice been
awarded the NSW Motor Traders Asso-
ciation’s State Regional body ‘Repairer of
the Year’. He also represents his industry

Drew's ticket,

Adam Prussing is No 3 on Mayor Rob
_./

& Representation for all

Sporting facilities
Supporting primary industry

8l Rural enterprise

lan Adams was born on the Macleay
in the township of Smithtown. Moving
to Sydney with the family as a youngster,
lan went to school and spent his teen-
age years in Sydney’s inner and southern
suburbs. Joining the workforce in his mid
teens, lan undertook a career in banking,
specialising and spending 24 years in the
International Banking arena. In this spe-
cific area of banking, lan dealt with both
importers and Exporters from small fam-
ily run business’s to large International
Corporations.

He became closely associated with
the growing wine industry in the Hunter
Valley and in the Hastings subsequently
joining Cassegrain Vineyards in the early
nineties.

In the mid-nineties, lan formed his
own Marketing and Promotions compa-
ny whilst still retaining an interest in the
wine industry working closely with Bago
Vineyards. lan is most likely best known
for the major events such as the Casseg-
rain Discovery Concerts, Bago Vineyards
Jazz and, for the many other concerts
staged at various venues throughout the
Hastings.

lan is currently in his second term as
president of the Wauchope Chamber
of Commerce and, secretary of the Mid
North Coast Winegrowers Association.
He is also the Marketing Director for the
Little Athletics Association of New South
Wales having been a director of that as-
sociation for the past twelve years.

lan Adams is No 4 on Mayor Rob
Drew's ticket.

Vote far the

Youthful - Vibrant, dynamic, energetic, for @ council committed
to a thriving Hastings.

txperienced - Established track record, expertise in service and
community involvernent for effective administration.

Suppurti\/e — Varied interests and backgrounds coming together
in a council working for the entire cormmunity.
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i@ Sensible planning

i Primary production

& Environment

i Responsible governance

It may sound well-repeated rhetdric
that is echoed by just about every canyj-
date standing for any level of governme
election throughout the country but this
upcoming local government election
is one of the most important elections
that the Hastings has faced. This is for a
number of reasons. Firstly, | believe that
the groundwork has been put in place to
not only establish the Hastings as a good
place to live but that it be a great place
to live and holiday.

You don't have to be a genius to know
that the Hastings is the shining jewel of
the Mid North Coast. This is not just my
personal parochialism as our economic
growth over the last few years is the
envy of many regional areas throughout
the country.

To say we need ‘zero’ development is
not only impractical but it is down right
destructive to the Hastings. What must
be done is ensure that sensible develop-
ment doesn’t compromise or distract
from the pristine environment that
makes us unique in Australia.

The newly elected council must con-
tinue to recognize that the larger centres
in the Hastings still act as service provid-
ers for our rural (farming) community.
Our primary producers are the back-
bone of our Shire.

| believe [ have this understanding and
experience to be able to aid in the im-
plementation of sensible development
without the destruction of our natural
environment and compromising our aes-
thetic ambiance.

“y”"é:.gnﬁd
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& Sporting infrastructure
B Sustainable growth

Hi Future planning

B Cohesive experience

Noel Campbell has a wealgh of |

knowledge and a real ion fgr/Ahe

tittents of th astings their
needs.

ithin the com r Campbeli
has ears actively involved
in sport and the support of our young
and up and coming sporting representa-
tives. For several years he was the Presi-
dent of the Port Macquarie Sharks Rugby
League Club and had a considerable im-
pact on the development of the game,

He has a vision is to see the estab-
lishment of a world class sports ground
worthy of high profile events here in
Port Macquarie, and the Regional Sta-
dium now has the biueprint to take it in
that direction.

Noel is a believer in the sustainable
growth of our area and has played an
integral role in a number of council com-
mittees over the past four years. His
knowledge of our area is considerable
and his links with different organisations
is extensive. Noel Campbell will tena-
ciously fight for what he thinks is right

“Improvement to roads, water aug-
mentation and the development of
world-class waste disposal have been
real pluses, and the release of the CBD
development proposals has put our fu-
ture on the agenda for the next council,”
Noel Campbeil said.

“The next council will be different to
any previous council with fewer numbers
and a popularly elected Mayor. It needs
experience to help educate any new
councillors,
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i Crime Prevention
# Infrastructure

i Environment

Bl Safety for all

As a small business operator; with an
extensive background in the NSW Police
Force, Community Safety & Crime Pre-
vention | have the experience and skills
to deliver expert leadership in local gov-
ernment.

Maintaining Council investment in
infrastructure, planning to ensure pub-
lic and community safety, protection of
our fragile environment and supporting
community and business development
are vital,

Only as a team | believe we can work
together to direct the Hastings Council
in developing a strategic council vision,
attributing values, determining our direc-
tion and setting clear objectives and per-
formance goals.

As an elected official | will have 2 re-
sponsibility to represent the interests of
all constituents, to act on present short-
term issues, but more importantly to
look beyond those immediate issues and
develop strategies that will provide solu-
tions preventing the recurrence of these
issues.

I have the confidence of my convictions
and the ability to suppress nuisances. It is
my intention that the Hastings Council
develops a vision of the community’s di-
rection and to assist the Hastings com-
munity to reach it’s full potential,

As a team | believe if we work together
by steering the Hastings council in devel-
Oping a strategic council vision, attribut-
ing values, determining our direction, and
setting clear objectives and performance
goals.

& Infrasthyctur
Ef Outer akeas

B Civic Dy :
Peter Saville i 7-year-old informa;
tion technology essional and com:
munity media pérsonality who has liveq

in the Hastings all his life. He also ha
keen interest in Information Technology
and Computing of which generates his
primary source of income.
Over the past 27 years he has seel)
the Hastings evolve into one of the most,
enjoyable and productive places to live
anywhere in NSW.  “However, over the
past 10 years as the evolution has accel_-i
erated, we have seen growth in certaiy
areas explode without growth in the!
essential services and faciiities.  ff the:
Population is to grow and new buildings
are to be constructed we need to make
sure the Hastings has the correct leve|
of infrastructure for current and futurg
citizens”, he said.
Peter also believes the outlying areas
are not to be neglected, as often happens
in some local government areas wherg
the major population centre is constant
ly the focus, while the smaller towns i
the area fail to have their issues properly
addressed. 5
Peter believes that nominating for,
council is not something you do to jm-
Press your mates at the pub, or because
it has lerks and perks and looks good on
a resume. “It is something you do be.
cause you feel a sense of civic duty anda
belief you can make a difference. Push-
ing your own agenda or that of political
parties should not be part of this council
This is why Peter Saville is proud to be
part of the David Mayne ticket.
!-.,E-—__,_——:ﬂ-—__‘_

Vote for the

Ynuthful — Vibrant, dynamic, en
to a thriving Hastings.

Experiem:ed — Established track recar
Lommunity involvernent for effective

Supportive — Varied interests and ba
in a council working for the entire co

ergetic, for a council Committed

d. expertise in service and
administration.

ckgrounds Coming together
mmunity.
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The future is in your hands

Combining expevience on council With leadership for the future

i

PLEASE NOTE: When voting for youwr choice for Mayor, it is important
that you select @ candidate that appeals to a cross section of the
council and show shares a direction and HAS A VISION

To do this you can VOTE in TWO WAYS:

1. Vote ABOVE THE LINE for at lrast TWO growps

Lee IBIEN
voste o aminal waeamsk

W THIE LEINE by knowing which individual gow wish to
Ering your preferences in order of merit.

NBTE: You can preference yihs umbering in every square ABOVE THE LINE to ernsyme-N8NEOFYSHRYOTE IS WASTED,

_Daphne Johnstone & David Mayne
bev—,-2,-5"W youv ovdev of prefevence for Those groups

3. To ensure you vote for ROB DREW as MAYOR is correct,
you may collect a HOW TO VOTE form from the

‘Yes” team on polling day, Saturday March 27.

The "Yes' election feature was authorised by:
Rob Drew. 21 Peppermint Crescent. Wauchope. Jim Pearson. 42 _indalee Road, Part Macquarie. David Mag !ne, BY Greenmeadows Orive. Port Macquaris.
m R
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{ The Residents’ Action
Network (RAN) is stand-
ing four candidates at the
March 27 Local Govern-
ment elections. RAN is a
community based organi-
a fast growing

at reflects the
ph for the Hast-
ings. | sypport development
that_does not compromise
local character or the en-
__~"vironment,” said Cameron
ice.
Rick Sharp is an organic farmer in
Pappinbarra and past Presi-
dent of Hastings Organic
Group. He is also a qualified
accountantwith multination-
al finance and management
experience having held the
position of Finance Director.
Besides representing the ru-
ral areas of the Shire, he will
bring a financial analytical
approach to Council.

“The workings of Council
must be made transparent so
we understand how Council functions;
currently we do not have that transpar-
ency,” said Rick Sharp.

Sandy McClimont is a re-
tired Solicitor who lives in
Kendall. She has worked for
the Australian Government
Solicitor’s Office and the
Northern Territory Gov-
ernment. Her legal experi-
ence gave her insight into
government processes and
involved her in high level
government negotiations.
She is President of Camden
Haven Community College (formerly

dent, fair minded ¥ ts from diverse _
backgrounds throughout the Hastings.
They have common con-
cerns about the quality
and integrity of our local
area and government.

Bob Sharpham will be
standing for Mayor. His
commitment is to truly
represent the communi-
ty. Bob’s leadership, man-
agement, coordination
and communication skills
are clearly demonstrated
in the enthusiastic and :
professional manner in which he under- :
takes tasks and responsibility.

His experience in con-
struction, community
care, education & training
and his direct community
consultation to all areas of
the Hastings gives him the
understanding; insight and
direction required to take
us into the future.

Website designer Cam-
eronPriceconsidersstand-
ing for Hastings Council is
anatural progression from
his community interests. Mr Price’s
community involvement includ :
ing President of the Wau-
chope Community Arts
Council; Chairperson of
the Wauchope Arts Hall
Commiittee; Convenor o
the Comboyne Heritage
Group; and he played g
major role in securing
funding for the Kendall
Comboyne Community
Technology Centre and
Comboyne Community
Centre. He is also on sev- :
eral Council committees, including the™
Arts and Cultural Development Task- :
force and the Heritage Sub-Commit- :
tee. :

D -

paign to retain
the Visitors Information
Centre at Kew.

“l am/standing for Coun-
cil because 1 want to give
the pgople of Hastings, and

articularly the rural and vil-
age areas, a voice in Coun-
cil,” said Sandy McClimont.
or more information see RAN'’s
websnte t www.wolven.com.au/ran.
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Putting the

Commumnity

back into

GCouncil
| UOTE/1/RAN

The HGSIIIEIIIS Action

3. Rick?Shrp | 4, Sany Meéf‘imont | {
kd Community Consultation
kd Long Term Planning for Development’
k4 Fairness and Equity

i Accountability and Openness
k4 Environmental Protection

For further information on the RAN

Candidates and policies visit the RAN website on
www. wolven.com.au/ran

E-mail: ran@midcoast.com.au

or write to: P.O Box 337, Port Macquarie 2444

Authorised by S.Baker, PO Box 337, Port Macquarie 2444.
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