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Daryl Maguire MP

Member for Wagga Wagga

PRESS RELEASE

MAGUIRE AND COSTA MEET

Member for Wagga Wagga Daryl Maguire has today met with the Minister for Water, Phillip
Costa at Governor Macquarie Tower in Sydney.

Mr Maguire discussed with the Minister the local challenges faced by the City of Wagga
Wagga regarding Lake Albert and the proposed Weir on the Murrumbidgee River.

During the meeting Mr Maguire explained the Lake Albert geography challenges and
suggested engineering solutions.

Minister Costa after the briefing has indicated his wish to discuss solutions in more detail
and Mr Maguire has sought to have Council’s plan provided to the Minister for his
consideration.

“What is needed from the State Government is an economic impact study to investigate and
measure the benefit of a full Lake Albert and the environmental impact both negative and
positive”.

“I have asked the Minister to assist Council with the allocation of funds for an urgent study
into the Lake and its economic and social impact on our community”. ‘

Mr Maguire also briefed the Minister on suggestions of a Weir to be located on the
Murrumbidgee River, with Green generation capacity to pay for the structure.

“T told the Minister that most Cities and towns benefited from their River, some with the aid
of a Weir, well why not Wagga?  Understanding the construction of Weirs is not
Government Policy I urged the Minister to question the policy.

“Currently the Wagga Wagga City Council and the Lands Department are co-operating to
study the riverscape in Wagga. I’ve encouraged the Minister to get involved and suggested
that the benefits of a Weir will far outweigh the negatives when you take into consideration
that our community has very limited options when compared to other towns that have deep
water and enjoyed the Rivers that flow through them.

“Having a reasonable depth of water for our community to enjoy in the River and a Weir that
generates green energy to pay for it can only be a win win for our region.” Mr Maguire said.

Contact: Daryl Maguire

Phone: 02 6921 1622

Mobile: 0409 039 594

Email: waggawagga@parliament.nsw.gov.au
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5 (Lighten up.)

3 LEO (July 23 to Aug. 22) : You're cbsessed with buying
something today. You simply have to have it! Or this same
= Intensity could apply to wanting to earn money as well,

g VIRGO (Aug. 23 to Sept. 22) : Take a realistic look in the
mirror. What can you do to improve your appearance or the
image you create in the world? (You never get a second
chance to make a first impression.)

A THOUGHTFUL and positive
approach about an improved
outcome for the Murrumbidgee
River through Wagga has come
by way of a reader's email.
Unconvinced about the
prospect of the Riverside
precinct for a multitude of
reasons including cost;
interference with the levee or
the need to build anything
extravagant outside the levees,
she advocates, nevertheless,
that the river is there to be
used. “Used” is the operative
word. She endorsed‘the
suggestion, also made through
this column some years back
now, by Daryl Maguire, MP, for

" the construction of a weir

across the river at the western
end of the CBD limits.

The idea is to provide a
constant river level the year
round, but essentially in
summer and in times of
drought to encourage multiple
use of the river for recreation.

Rather than planning retail
outlets along the riverbank,
especially outside the levee or
cutting access paths and roads
into the levee, why not embrace
the suggestion already offered

WP

7 ARIES (March 21 to April 19) : You are wonderfully re-
sourceful todayl In addition, you might dream up great ideas
about how to improve your health. (You want to remove or
4 reduce something harmtul to your body.)
T TAURUS (April 20 to May 20) : Remance Is extremely in-
<k tense, powerful and passionate today! (Look out!) Relation-
2 ships that begin now definitely will be memorable. (Parents

§ must be patient with children today.
GEMINI (May 21 to June 20) : Lock for ways to make
improvements at home, especially to plumbing areas or
anything connected with bathrooms. You also might come up
3 with a better system for getting rid of garbage.
g CANCER (June 21 to July 22) : You're convincing today!
This Is a strong day for those of you who sell, market, teach,
act or even drive for a living.
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Weir is solut
iverside precinct
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to use the Hampden Bridge for
such retail purposes, she asks?

If council - or an :
entrepreneur - was inclined to
do this, then rentals would
eventually cover the cost rather
than ratepayers. Canvassing the
reader’s idea, especially at the
current time, there are
concerns about a weir’s effect
on high rivers.

This, the column is reliably
informed, is not an issue. The
Murrumbidgee, as do many
inland rivers, already has a
number of weirs. Engineers
inform me that many more
recently constructed weirs are
designed to enhance waterways,
not obstruct them.

Besides, on the figures being
bandied about to fulfil the
lavish ideas of the Riverside
Precinct, a weir willbe
considerably cheaper and,

.. ultimately, more effective in

maintaining constant water
level the year round.

In addition, more boat ramps
are required for the prodigious
increase in marine sports
equipment like canoes, kayaks,
ski boats and jet skis. Lack of
constant water level was one of
the reasons the riverboat
business some years ago was
forced to cease. .‘

The reader’s thoughts that
the river needs to be used, not

you'll find.

ably won't mind.)

SEFE

ion for

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) : Your research skills are
amazing today! Now is the time to search for solutions tg old
problems. Dig deep, because you might be surprised at what

¥ SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) : A powerful female acquain-
ance might make a strong impression on you today. In fact,
'someone might even convince you to change your future
geals. (That's something.) ;

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) : Authority figures notice
4 that you are acting confidently today. Because of this, some
personal details of your private life might emerge. (You prob-

FE CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 19} : Conversations about poli-
%‘. tics, religion and racial issues might be pretty intense today.
"‘-"B‘é“ However, these same conversations might change your peint
249} of view about something or your beliefs. (Like, wow.)
3 AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to Feb. 18) : You might see new uses for
:{ shared property, or how to better use the resources of others
4 today. You also might offer advice to others about what they
can do with what they own.
§ PISCES (Feb. 19 to March 20) : Talk to partnars and close
riends. An open discussion today could arrive at ways of
mproving the relationship. (This could happen easily.)

looked at, are pragmatic.
Another aspect of river use
which many readers over the
years have expressed approval
about is the proposed river
trail, designed to include
historic sites, but which has
never been fulfilled. It should
be promptly resurrected and
constructed.

Forgotten aspect

IN A recent column the
neglected aspects of our health
system were canvassed. One
aspect overlooked in the
analysis was the effect on
families of a child with a
terminal illness. Many people
may not be aware of the
finaricial impact a sudden
diagnosis of this kind can have
on a family, particularly on one
of lower socio-economic
earnings. So much of the
financial shortfall in these
situations is currently the lot of
organisations like Country
Hope, and others, which while
they will always be needed to
provide assistance for a child
by way of help, holidays and
other relief, find their funds
increasingly drained to meeta
family’s immediate financial
crisis which, it can be argued,
ought to be the sole
responsibility of a national
health and social system.
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Mr Daryl Maguire MP

Member for Wagga Wagga
PO Box 2184

WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650

Dear M[M?%uire)

| refer to your letter of 16 January 2009 concerning the construction a weir on the
Murrumbidgee River in conjunction with the Wagga Wagga Riverside Precinct
Project, and our subsequent meeting to discuss this issue.

The Government does not support the construction of any new weirs on the State’s
rivers, unless of course there were clear and demonstrable environmental benefits,
including improved water flow and quality. The State Water Corporation informs me
that there would be no water delivery efficiency improvements to be gained from a
weir being constructed on the Murrumbidgee River, as suggested. The very nature
of these structures impedes the natural movement of native fish, creates conditions
where alien fish species can flourish, such as European Carp, and causes water to
stagnate, which markedly increases the chances for Blue-Green algal blooms.

The current drdught has significantly reduced flows throughout our rivers systems in
NSW and it is essential to have free flowing water, rather than creating conditions
which cause additional degradation of our waterways.

As | indicated to you at our meeting, | would be pleased to meet with the Mayor and
his advisors to discuss alternatives to the construction of a weir, a process which |
have begun.

Thank you for raising this issue with me and | trust this advice clarifies the
Government’s position.

Yours sincerely

iy L)

The Hon. Phillip Costa MP
“Minister for Water _
Minister for Regional Development

18 MAR 2009

N

Minister for Water
Minister for Regional Development

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer Place, Sydney, NSW, Australia, 2000
Telephone: (02) 9228 5055 * Facsimile: (02) 9228 5388 * Email: office@costa.minister.nsw.gov.au



Hon Ian Macdonald, MLC

Minister for Primary Industries, Minister for Energy
Minister for Mineral Resources, Minister for

State Development

Level 33 Governor Macquarie Tower

1 Farrer Place

SYDNEY 2000

Dear Minister

I wrote to your Director Murray/Murrumbidgee Region in March 2005 seeking information
regarding the establishment of a Weir in the Murrumbidgee River as a potential on-river storage and
possible green generation of power for the area.

Since that time the situation regarding water has deteriorated as you know including the level of
Lake Albert, Wagga’s only aqua venue capable of hosting boating and sailing pursuits.

The level has dropped to a point where the environment is suffering and the forecasts offer only
brief hope in the winter of adding substantial water to the Lake. The Wagga Wagga City Council is
progressing with plans to restore the banks, desilt etc with community support.

Is it possible that with engineering solutions Lake Albert could be used as an en-route storage for
the water management of the Murrumbidgee River in conjunction with a Weir? Isitalsoa
possibility that water could be obtained or allocated for the environment of the Lake?
Consideration should be given to the fact that Wagga returns an average of 4 ml per day to the
River and does not receive credit. That water would and should be allocated to the eventual well
being of the Lake.

With modern engineering I am sure the problems of conveying the water could be overcome.
Yours sincerely

DARYL MAGUIRE, MP
Member for Wagga Wagga

24 April 2008
MGP
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Mr Daryl Maguire MP

Member for Wagga Wagga
PO Box 2184

WAGGA WAGGA NSW 2650
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Dear Mr Ma ire

| refer to your letter of 18 September 2008 concerning the possibility of constructing
a weir on the Murrumbidgee River in conjunction with the Wagga Wagga Riverside
Precinct Project.

| am advised that there are no water delivery efficiency improvements to be gained if
a weir was constructed on the Murrumbidgee River, as you have suggested.

If the local community wishes to see this project progressed, it may have to secure
funding through private arrangements or enter into a commercial agreement with the
State Water Corporation to act as the constructing authority. Due to the current
budget constraints there is no NSW Government funding available for this project
and such a project would require environmental assessment under State planning
legislation.

If you require further information on this issue, please contact Ms Louise Whiting,
Departmental Liaison Officer, in my Office on (02) 9228 5055.

Yours sincerely

4

The Hon. Phillip Costa MP

Minister for Water

Minister for Rural Affairs

Minister for Regional Development

0 6 JAN 2009

Level 34, Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer Place, Sydne
Telephone: (02) 9228 5055 * Facsimile: (02) 9228 5388 * Email: off. _«.NSW.gov.au
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COUNCIL PROPOSAL

Move to raise

; ] ARTHOUSE: A
OoCal a rotlie Nagis Oy
Council
propasal to
By MICHAEL INMAN “Basically, if there’s major increase public
minman@dallyadvertiser.com.au infrastructure being built, art will boost
then one per cent of the total clvic pride,
A WAGGA City Council plan cost of those projects will attract tourism
to increase public art will be put aside for artworks and give local
boost civic pride, attract for that project,” council artists the
tourism and give local artists manager community servic- chance to
the chance to exhibit their es, Janice Summerhayes exhibit their
work. said. work, according
At Monday’s policy and “The artworks will vary, to council
strategy meeting, council- public art can be all sorts of manager
lors will vote on a recom- mediums ... and it could be community
mendation to place the draft part of the building or land- services,
public art plan on public scaping for instance, Janice
exhibition, “We see it as a bit of a Summerhayes.
Council papers show that tourism pull, as well as pro- Picture: Brett
under the proposal, one per viding local pride in the Koschel
cent of the money budgeted city”
to be spent on capital works Ms Summerhayes said
projects, excluding sewer- the proposal would also ben-
age, will be spent on efit the local arts communi-
public art. ty.
L]
Coolarmion  IRART REVIEN \ Maguire says
power cut - . hel
COOLAMON residents

will experience a black
out of power tomor-
row for routine main-
tenance to power lines.

Power will be out
between 8am and 2pm
on Sunday, June 15,
weather permitting,
while Country Energy
upgrades more than 40
kilometres of the
main power line
between Junee and
Coolamon.

The Coolamon town-
ship and rural sur-
rounds will be affect-
ed

In the event of bad
weather, the work will
take place on Sunday,
June 22, 2008.

> Appointments
avallable
this week

ACHARIA
OPYOMETNISTS
AUMANN
210 Baylis St Wagga Wagga

Phone 6971 0024

on the ca
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Ratepayers may face $200 tax hike

By KREE NASH

knash@dailyadvartiser.com.au

NSW ratepayers could be hit with
an extra $200 a year through new
hidden state taxes, according to
president of the Local Government
Association Councillor Genia
McCaffery.

In.-a new draft Independant
Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal
(IPART) State Tax Review released
yesterday, recommendations were
made to see the running costs of
the NSW Fire Brigade and Rural
Fire Service covered almost entire-
ly by ratepayers.

In a country mayor's meeting
yesterday with Minister for
Emergency Services Nathan Rees,
Cr McCaffery said the minister
told the meeting he would not
support the move. ;

“He responded to say he
wouldn't support the move;” Cr

McCaffery said.

“Itis a state responsibility witha
state minister ... the costs should
not be shifted to us.”

Regional representative of the
National Insurance Brokers
Association (NIBA) Peter Brown
said it has been a long-held view
of the NIBA that it would be
a more equitable system for
ratepayers to fund fire brigades,
rather than insurance policy hold-

ers,

“The big issue is that the fire
service responds to everyone's fire
if they are insured or not,” Mr
Brown said.

“Those who don't insure or
underinsure still get the same
benefits as those who do.”

Ratepayers currently contribute
12 to 13 per cent of the fire brigade
costs through their annual rate
notices.

Mr Brown said the bulk of the

remainder costs, around 60 to 70
per cent, come from insurance
policy holders.

“It is totally inequitable to put
the bulk of tax on théose prudent
enough to fully insure,” he said.

Mr Brown also said it was unfair
to have rural ratepayers pay the
same amount of tax to help fund-
the fire service as they have less
access to the expertise and assis-
tance of firefighters found in larg-
er cities such as Wagga,

In response to the comments, Cr
McCaffery said while insurance
brokers could be right about the
fact that insurance policy holders
end up covering those without
insurance, it didn't mean that local
councils should be forced to pass
on the levy to ratepayers.

Fire levies - exist only in
NSW, Victoria and Tasmania;
all other states have abolished
the levy. RIS

water woes

AS THE Murrumbidgee River barely trickles
through Wagga, state MP Daryl Maguire has
again called on the government to consider
building a weir to raise water levels.

Three years ago, the then Department of
Infrastructure, Planning and Natural
Resources listened to Mr Maguire's weir idea
but never took up the suggestion.

In Parliament this week, Mr Maguire
pointed out the worst drought in 100 years
had reduced the Murrumbidgee’s water level
to an alarming low and said a weir could lift
the level.

According to Mr Maguire, a weir built to
an environmentally-friendly design could
generate “green” electricity that could be fed
back into the grid to pay for itself,

It could be designed so as not to impede
fish migration, he said.

With Lake Albert also in water distress, a
weir on the river could be an alternative area
for recreational water users.

"Currently, boating and recreational uses
are extremely limited because of the fact that
the water level rises and lowers with the dam
releases and water cannot be stored without
a weir,” Mr Maguire said,

“I think it will be a wonderful thing and I
suggest the minister investigate this possibil-
ity
Yesterday, Mr Maguire told the Advertiser
that if the state government was contribut-
ing $150,000 towards a riverside masterplan,
then far more water was needed in the river
at Wagga to benefit the plan’s ideas.
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Sherwood robbing from the rich and keeping it.

June 27 & 28

Christmas party bookings now taken. $55.00 showand 3

course dinner. Book a table with friends
now. Bus & ingup i d b i
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Do you need help
to stay at home?

Commonwealth Resplte and Carelink Centres

Would you like Information an a wide range of community care
and respite services avallable to help you stay at heme?

Farinformation about community care pragrams and
services In your local reglon call Freecall* 1800 052 223.
For Information on resplte services call Freecall* 1800 059 059.

FREE IMMUNISATION

For your child against the following diseases:

and Haemophilus Influeniz, Chicken Pos and Rotavirus Type B {HIB Meningitis).

Parents should bring the child's Personal Health Record Book
and their Medicare Card to the Clinic. Written consent from the
parent/legal guardian of the child is mandatory if another person
is presenting the child/children for immunisation.

Advice on vaccinations should be referred to the Centre for
Public Health on (02) 6021 4799.

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTRE, Tarcutta §t, Wagga Wagga

N

B

(For children 15 years and under)

For the prevention of Diphtheria, Whooping Cough (Pertussis),
Tetanus, Poliomyelitis, Measles, Mumps and Rubellz,

Please bring Medicare card and immunisation book.

from 9.30 am to 10.45 am
Further information on immunisation dates and times may
be abtalned by contacting Coundil's Strategic & Community
Services Department on {02) 6926 9302 during office hours.

Respite and Carelink C h

Nm‘a‘:nmwa LA LR

Roseleigh Manor, Harefield vie Wagga Wagga. For bookings and information 69284420 §
A ST ST R A R T R
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4 — Saturday, June 14, 2008

www.commecarelink.health.gov.au
Calls from mobile phones

ehar

atapplicable rates

AFW TELEVISIO

Do you want perfect TV !-lcpn?u

%\.,Nh

Ph: 0419 713 350

- SERVICES .

Then call the experts today g
Servicing Henty, Culcaim,

Tumut, Gundagal & g

Wagga areas. i
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