
The Ho11 Peter Pnnvosr M?..CI 
CBair, 
Privileges Commitiec, 
Legislative Council. 
Parliament House, 
S5'DNFYY- N S\rj 

Dear Mr. Primrose: 

Draft Rc~glatron and dia3 amendments t3 Code of Conduct 

Thsrk you for the invitation to connnent on th* draR rqylat io~i~ drilFl atnendmcnrs TO the Code and 
spszific matiers in tbc tanns ofseference. I am ple;t.sed lo providc my bsie:overview of these matters and 
perhaps when the relmnt Conunittcc-s of bolh houses have considexed the proposa!~ and subilussions that 
I may Itavc- thc opportunity to comtlleut fiirther 011 any jssues. 

Code of Conduct. 

In ihz first instance let me that I have not esperienced any ddiificulties in performing niy duties as the 
Parliamentary Ethics Adviser undcr the tenns of I T I ~  a&pxnlertt with tile Clerk of the Farliameois the 
Clerk JfT112 7kgisIalivc ~.sscmb1y under the existing lcrrns cf the CLXIS. M k n  invited to comment on the 
Code in ,prw:ous yews I have indicated tlint in my opinion no arnendn~ents are necessary. 

Having ssid rhis 1 am conscious rlior the lr~dycndent Commission .4@nst Cdnuption has iu its 
rccot.nrnne~idatio~~s. arising out. ofsei'crai inwstigktions ,made reference to the Codc and xppropriale 
amendments. Thc dra5t amendmenrs reflect the recomrncndatiot~ ofthc Independent Comnission 
Against Cornrplion. 

Funher I am armre that media reports corttinite to retleci public opinion suppoi~ing views that also reflect 
the rcconullendations oft!tr Co~nnlission. 1 inn s f  1lie view that these opinions should bz rken into 
considention. 

Conseq~er~liy 1 do not have any probl2m with the draft anendniems to tlie code however I. make 111e 
following obser\~a1ions. 

* I am given to undemand that it could be sew that some af the proposed amendments coiild conflict with 
existing scctions of ibe Code. 1 1~we  not seen any detailed statenlenis of tltese perceived conni~Ts. 

Fol. example the inclusion ofthe additiozal paragraph to [he prealnble sectiofi relating to Pdcinbew 
rcsponsibiijty in sewing as ivfemkrs of Parliarncni is To their constituents etc may be seeu to conflict tvit11. 
the existing seC5;on 6 on duties ns a Member of Farlimmt.. Further that the exisling criteria uoder the 
preamble are satisfacto~y in thcrnselw to i~lclude tlie intcnlion of the additional par;igrapI>.. 

*As regards the additional worcling nnder the S ~ ~ t i o n  on Bribery I again have not s e n  m y  specific 
objections. Tt could be said that having regard to the Stants of thc Code of Condilcr thc irtclusion of the 
additioml finel sentence is irrelnmt. On the other hand I would prefer to see the irtclusion of the words 
Paid Advocacy in the heading to add fu~rher emplkasis. 



*Ncw Section 7 Secondary en~p!o.yrient or erigagenlrnts apparently arises from recommendatious of the 
JCAC nlrlun its Kcpox on Regula~ioii of Sccondav EmpIo)nient for Men~bcrs oi ' tk NSW Legislative 
Assetiibly. Such re~mmncnda60ns a p m r  to be ge11era1G. c&istent with existing provisions in the British 
House of Conunous. ale Scoai:slr. Pw!iameat aud the On?;irio Legislative Assei~~bly and h a w  been 
accepted with. liille rcsetvations. 

Howewr before introduction the Sechon needs to be suyportzd by dcailed opcmtions and guidelil~es by 
the I4<1uses for this rule so t h t  h4elitb~rs are claar on its in:cntion. In s0111e minor wses it may be found 
that the two year w t r o s p t i ~ e  rule Tor discbsurc: could be onerous 

Tenns oiReCcrencc - Specific ma ti^^ 

I understand ibac tlrc Clerks are proposiug ro iutroducc a s~reandined pracess for rip dating tile 
Pecuniary Inlercsl Register possibly iuvolvii~g a loose kaf fomat  
The use oTexcq~tian rzporting or supple~uentafy returns is snpportcd. My general advice to members 
is iE in doubt put it in the register. 1 also see no value to members in williholding, changcs to deiails in 
llie register until the required submission daiss. If cbanges occnr to &ti1 circumstances then j am of 
llx view drat such cl~anges should be notified within thirty days. 

Dmfl Cons~itution @isclosure by Members) Rc@aion 20G6 

Xereniion of 3 mmrh return for new Members. 

?'!re new ctausc on Primar~; Returns rcqvires a Member (not. being a. rc-elected Member) ro lodge this 
rcri:rn ail11 the Clerk witliin I month afier the date on wl~ich lie or she cakes the pledgc of loyalty. While 
candidates contesting State Elections arc issued niib irrrormalion penailling lu duties oC>!lenbers or 
Tarliarnent and again dter being slecied I s ~ ~ g g s t  illat ~lrc csisting period of3 montlls be retziri.ed 10 
e m r e  ns far 3s possible tliat the Rettm is ilnderstooi! and cotnpletcd wilh accuiaq . 

I have not had the oppoifu!uty lo consider or discuss the cffectivencss of thc hnns proposed in thc Draft 
,and how s ~ x h  h n s  cornpare nil11 concerns I. undersland !lave been ~'aisiscd with the Clerks on the existing 
doccments. 

I recall i:visit. to Lhc Parliancnl in Septemkr 2005 by His Honour Juuige Anand Sa&aiiand, 
Reginlar of Me~nbers' Pecuni:uy 1ntere.scs New Zealand Parlkm~cnt to conipdn? working a!rangcmnts on 
this sukieci. Tla forms ilxtroduccd ibr Mciribcrs of The XCTV Ixaland PDrliament appeosed to be efFcctiw 
both in obtainii~g the required irformution and zasc in compk~~on fctr most blen~bers and could he of 
assistance iin :wiexilng thc Draft. 

I thank you again for the opportunity to conunent on tlicse mailers. 

Yours sincerely, 

Parlian~enmr). Ethics Adtlsel; 
36 Sunleyor Abbot Drivc, 
Glenbrook NSW 1773 
Tcl!Wx 47399308 


