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Aboriginal Legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited 

A&'4 93 ne 4ll 066 

RlPLV TO HEAD OFFIC(: P 0 Box 6C61 SURRY HILLS NSW 2010 
TtlEPHONE: 02 8303 6699 FACSIMILL: 02 8303 6638 

8 Novtmber 2011 

Tht H)n Paul Green MLC 
Committee Chair 
Select Committee on the 
Closure or downsizing of Corrective Services NSW Facilities 
legislative Council 
Parliament House 
Macquarlc Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000 

E~iJ: qdosyreinguirvpearl!tmsot.ntw.coy,au 

Dear Mr Green 

lnqulrv Into the closure or downslzlns of Corrective Services NSW ftollltles 

Than~ you for your invitation to participate In this Inquiry ond to comment on the 
closure and downsizing of Corrective Services ~SW facilities. 

Given the acute - and worsonlns - overrepresentatlon of Aborlslnol people In 
custojy# decisions recardin& NSW correctioncl centres are of vital concern to the 
Abof1Jinal legal Service (NSW/ACT) Limited (ALS). (As you will be aware, although 
Abor~Jlnal !)«>pie represent only 2.5" of the Stole's population, 22.S" of odults in 
full·1111e custody in NSW prisons ore Aboriginal) 

First, the ALS acknowledges that the closure cf some Institutions. If In the interests 
of cu>todial health and safety, Is to be supported. The gaol at Grafton, for example, 
was no longer suitable; and the transfer of Inmates to the centre et Cessnock will 
provide an improved physical environment for them. 

Havi,. said that, the mental health and emotional well·beln& of lnmatos must also 
be rfgarded os a priority. For Aboriainol p?Ople in custody, the importance of 
ma•nta•ning a strong connect &on with the If farrily and community Is vftat Moreoveri 
this strona c;onnection w1ll 1sslst an offendtr in retum1na to the community 
following release and avoid a cycle of reoffending. 



It was in recognit ion ot tl'us t hat the Ro·t<;~~l Commission into Aboriginal Deat hs n · 

Custody advocated the prir1d p l~ thnt, wherever possible, an Aboriginal pr isonel' b~ 

plac~d 1n ar'l in~ti1ut•on as dose as possible to t heir family (Recomrnendatlon 168). 

The ft LS is concerned t hai the closL!re o f o2rtain centres, while re~ulting m the 

location o ' inrl "lates in ph·~sical l •r lmp rcw~d facllih""s, will ncwe a trone advers.e 
impact on the ~bl ll t')r of a l~rge numher of families to maimain this criti cal connection 

through regular visrts. (In northern New South \!Vales, again as ~n example, c!mlH!s 

at tcemps~y ;md Tamwo!fth - no-.·.• th~ mos1 nor-ther ly in the Sta te - are no1 easi ly 

:~ cce-ss ible lo many rnernbers of Abongina l to,rnmunities in the Stat e's oortn.) 

The ALS would therefore recormnend that, in line w ith a further recorn rnendi::ltion of 
th@ Roval Commis.sio:n (R~commendation 169). s.om~ finan(ia l assistanL(l, t owards 
rfain Of bus fares or a cotitributaon lO assast with petrol at'ld accommodatlo•1 be 
m ade a~va i I able to t li!=!s~ f-a rn lly me m b~rs. 

Together wiin the ALSJ5 Chief Legal Officer, John McKenzie, I wOtJid apprecaat e the 
opportunit'{ of participating in the forthcoming hearings for th is Inquiry and 
providing the Committee with furth!!r oral evidence from the ALS. on th i s~ and other, 
points. 

Yours since rel·v 

Phil Naden 
Chief Executive Officer 


