


STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE 
Inquiry into legislation on altruistic surrogacy in NSW 

 
REMAINING QUESTIONS FROM HEARING 

 
Ms Linda Wright, lawyer 

 
 
Legal advice 

 
1. On average, how many clients do you advise in relation to surrogacy per year? 

 
2. Do all your clients utilise artificial reproductive technology to facilitate their 

surrogacies? 
 
3. How do parties wishing to enter into a surrogacy arrangement find a lawyer qualified 

to give them legal advice on this issue? 
 
4. Your submission (p1) notes that you have provided advice to clients from many 

Australian jurisdictions. What cross-jurisdictional issues arise in this area? 
 
Government regulation of altruistic surrogacy 
 
5. It has been suggested that if NSW does not act to regulate altruistic surrogacy and 

the issue of legal parentage, the practice of people travelling to countries such as 
India to enter commercial surrogacy arrangements will increase. What are views 
about this? 

 
6. Do you think that preconception agreements should be part of an approval process 

for surrogacy, as has recently been legislated for in Victoria? 
• Who do you think should be responsible for approving arrangements? 
• How should such an approval body be constituted? 
• What options should be available to applicants who do not receive approval? 

 
Legal parentage 
 
7. Would a recognised surrogacy agreement help streamline the court process of 

transferring parentage and give intending parents a greater degree of confidence they 
will be granted legal parentage of the child? 
• Are there examples of non-legally binding agreements in other areas that are 

recognised by the courts and which streamline court processes? 
 
National consistency 
 
8. While the Standing Committee of Attorney General’s has recently released a 

discussion paper proposing a national model to harmonise regulation of surrogacy, 
jurisdictions like Victoria have already enacting legislation to deal with altruistic 
surrogacy. How should NSW approach the issue of national consistency? 
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