Inquiry into post school programs for young adults with a disability

What is General Purpose Standing Committee 2?

Our Committee is made up of seven members of Parliament. It includes representatives of the Opposition, the Government, and Independents. 

The members of the Committee are:

Patricia Forsythe (Chair) - Liberal Party

Tony Catanzariti (Deputy Chair) – Australian Labor Party

Arthur Chesterfield-Evans – Australian Democrats

Jon Jenkins – Outdoor Recreation Party

Christine Robertson – Australian Labor Party

John Ryan – Liberal Party

Henry Tsang – Australian Labor Party

What is our job?
Our job is to investigate issues which are important to people. We will write a report on what we find. The report will be given to the Parliament and the Government. The report will include recommendations about what we think the Government should do. The report will be available to the public.

What are we doing? 

We are looking at the changes to programs for young adults with a disability who have left school. We want to know how the changes were made. We want to know if the new programs will make things better for young adults with a disability. 

To do this, we will look at: 

· How the changes were made

· If people were consulted 

· How the new programs are structured 

· Whether there is enough funding 

· If University and TAFE students should receive funding under the new programs

· How people were assessed 

· If the complaints and appeals process is adequate. 

When we finish we will give a report to the Parliament. 

How are we doing this?

· People have written us letters or submissions to tell us what they think about the new programs for young adults with a disability who have left school. We have read the letters and submissions and will use them to write our report.

· Some people have been asked to come and speak to us at a public hearing. These people include people with a disability, parents, advocates and people working for the Government.

· We will visit some places that provide programs for people with a disability and talk to people with a disability, parents and staff.

· We will travel to parts of New South Wales and hold meetings where people can talk to us about what they think needs to be done to make the new programs better. 

This will give the Committee information to help us write our report. 

How can you be involved?

Our hearings are open to the public. Anyone can come to one of our hearings. 

If you would like to come to a hearing, phone the Committee to find out when the next hearing will be. This information will also be on the Committee’s webiste. 

Our phone number is:

02 9230 3544

Our website is:


www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/gpsc2 

How do you get a copy of the report?

Anyone can ask for a free copy of the report. If you would like a copy of the report you can phone the Committee.  

Everyone who has written to the Committee or made a submission will automatically be sent a copy of the report. All the people who are asked to speak to the Committee at a hearing will also get a copy. 

Hearings

What happens at a hearing?

Some people have been asked to come and speak to our Committee at a public hearing. We will ask them questions to find out how the changes have been made to the programs. We will also ask them what they think about the changes. 
Everything that is said at the hearing will be recorded and typed up. This gives us a record of exactly what was said. We will use this information to write our report.
Who can come?

Anyone can come to watch one of our hearings. People watching the hearing will sit in a separate area to the Committee. 

The hearing room is accessible to people in wheelchairs. The room has an audio loop for people who have difficulty hearing. 

Who can speak during a hearing?

Only members of our Committee can ask questions during the hearing. Only the person who has been invited to speak by our Committee can answer. People in the audience cannot speak or call out during a hearing.
What does a hearing look like?

At the hearing our Committee will be sitting at the front of the room behind a table shaped like a horseshoe. The person who has been invited to speak to us will be sitting at a table facing the Committee. We will all have microphones so that everyone can hear what we are saying. 

Sometimes there will be people with cameras taking pictures during the hearings. Sometimes these pictures are on the TV news or in the newspapers.

