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Background to the Committee  

On 27 June 2007 the Legislative Council established the Select Committee on Electoral and Political 
Party Funding. The Committee is required to inquire into and report on:  

the funding of, and disclosure of donations to, political parties, and candidates in state 
and local government elections, and in particular:  

(a) all matters associated with electoral funding and disclosure 

(b) the advantages and disadvantages of banning all donations from corporations, 
unions and organisations to parties and candidates 

(c)  the advantages and disadvantages of introducing limits on expenditure in 
election campaigns 

(d) the impact of political donations on the democratic process and 

(e)  any related matters. 

The Committee consists of six MLCs, drawn equally from the Government, Opposition, and 
Crossbench (see list of members at page iii). The Committee is required to report to the House by the 
first sitting day in June 2008. 

The Committee is currently seeking written submissions from stakeholders and interested parties in 
relation to the inquiry. Submissions should be provided by 15 February 2008, and addressed to: 
 

The Director 
Select Committee on Electoral and Political Party Funding 
Legislative Council 
Parliament House 
Macquarie Street 
SYDNEY NSW 2000  

Submissions can also be lodged via the Committee’s website at www.parliament.nsw.gov.au or by 
email: fundinginquiry@parliament.nsw.gov.au 

This paper aims to encourage the provision of submissions by providing an outline of: 

• the context for this inquiry 

• possible areas for reform  

• the system of electoral and party funding in New South Wales  

• comparisons with other jurisdictions  

The Committee welcomes submissions addressing any of the issues referred to in the paper or any 
other issues relevant to the inquiry. 
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Context for this inquiry  

1.1 The way in which elections are funded and the nature of any associated controls are of critical 
importance to the integrity of the electoral process, both actual and perceived, and the 
strength of parliamentary democracy as a whole. Three broad approaches are possible: public 
funding to enable political parties and candidates to participate in elections; private funding, 
chiefly in the form of political donations to parties and candidates and/or, party membership 
fees and union affiliation fees; or some combination of the two.  

1.2 Public funding supports the democratic process by recognising that parties and candidates 
should have sufficient funds to be able to participate in elections. It is also a means of 
ensuring a level of equality between election participants, so that candidates are not simply 
elected because they have the most money to spend on their campaigns. A further rationale is 
to minimise the danger of electoral funds being obtained from inappropriate sources.  

1.3 On the other hand, private funding recognises that state funds are limited and subject to many 
other competing demands. It also recognises that, given the increasingly competitive nature of 
politics and campaigns, it is inevitable that parties and candidates will seek to communicate 
their policies and platforms to the electorate in the most effective way. A further possible 
rationale is that funding by the state may over time have the potential to erode the level of 
responsiveness of political parties to their members.  

1.4 Where private funding is permitted, however, there is the potential for abuse: political 
donations may be used to purchase political favours, access to decision-makers, or 
consideration in policy formation, undermining faith in government and distorting the 
democratic process. An appropriate regulatory framework is vital to ensure that such conduct 
does not occur, and counter perceptions of impropriety.  

1.5 Such a regulatory framework may incorporate any one of the following elements:  

• compulsory disclosure of political donations made or received;  

• limits on the amounts of political donations which may be made or received;  

• the prohibition of particular sources of political donations;  

• the compulsory disclosure of electoral expenditure;  

• limits on such expenditure.  

1.6 In most Australian jurisdictions, only two of these strategies are in place: disclosure of 
donations and disclosure of expenditure. Some other western democracies, by contrast, rely 
on limits and prohibitions as well as disclosure.   
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Possible areas for reform   

1.7 The funding of elections and political parties in New South Wales is governed by the Election 
Funding Act 1981. The scheme established by the Act incorporates three main elements: public 
funding for state elections (intended as a supplement to private funds); disclosure of political 
donations; and disclosure of election expenditure. The disclosure requirements also apply 
(with modification) in respect of local government elections, by virtue of Part 8 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, but there is no public funding for such elections. The requirements 
relating to both state and local government elections are administered by the Election Funding 
Authority under the Election Funding Act 1981. 

1.8 The Committee has considerable scope under the terms of reference for this inquiry to 
identify any potential areas for reform in relation to election funding and the regulatory 
framework. A number of possible areas are listed below together with certain issues the 
Committee may wish to explore in relation to each one. The Committee seeks submissions 
addressing any of these issues. 

Election Funding Authority:  

• appropriateness of the current structure and procedures of the Authority and level of 
resources available to it, including whether it should have its own administrative staff  

• transparency of the Authority’s operations 

• efficacy of the Authority’s operations in respect of state and local government elections. 

Public funding:  

• adequacy of current levels of direct public funding under Election Funding Act 1981 

• fairness and effectiveness of the current methods for delivering such funding  

• whether the requirement that parties or candidates must have received at least 4% of the 
eligible first preference votes in order to qualify for funding unfairly benefits the major 
parties 

• eligibility for and equity of distributions from the Political Education Fund  

• registration of parties and candidates as a basis for funding, and the role of agents of 
parties, groups or candidates 

• availability of indirect sources of funding for parties and candidates including 
Government advertising in the pre-election period and entitlements provided to 
members of Parliament under determinations of the Parliamentary Remuneration 
Tribunal for the purpose of performing their parliamentary duties such as funds for 
constituency newsletters (Electoral Mailout Account) and allocations of staff 

• impact of federal legislation on the financing of state and local government elections 
including federal funding for state branches/affiliates of registered political parties and 
the tax deductibility of political donations 
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• desirability of exploring other possible sources of funding for elections, such as 
allocated broadcasting time during election periods. 

Political donations – amounts: 

• advantages and disadvantages of introducing limits on the amounts of political 
donations which may be made or received, as a means of controlling the potential for 
large donors to exercise influence over policy formulation, decision-making, and other 
aspects of the political process 

• the criteria by which the level of such limits should be determined  

• whether limits should apply to individual contributions, overall contributions to all 
parties or candidates, overall contributions to individual parties and candidates, and/or 
contributions per year or election cycle  

• whether limits should be accompanied by a corresponding increase in public funding, or 
the introduction of public funding for local government elections which currently rely 
solely on private funds 

• impact of federal funding arrangements on the effectiveness of donation limits imposed 
at state level 

• questions of enforcement. 

Political donations – sources: 

• advantages and disadvantages of prohibiting donations from individuals, corporations, 
unions and organisations 

• advantages and disadvantages of prohibiting donations from particular corporate sectors 
such as those known for the size of their donations, or those from which state 
government derives significant revenue  

• advantages and disadvantages of prohibiting donations from other sources in respect of 
which the potential for conflicts of interest may be considered to be high (eg 
government contractors, media organisations, foreign citizens and corporations) 

• whether there is a need for regulation of practices such as intra-party transfers, loans to 
parties and candidates, in-kind donations, and income from ‘held assets’ 

• impact of proscribing certain sources of donations on the funding of state and local 
government elections 

• effectiveness of state-imposed bans on sources in view of federal funding scheme 

• possible difficulties of implementation and enforcement. 

Political donations – disclosure: 

• adequacy of the current disclosure requirements applying to ‘third parties’ (see sections 
85A and 87(1A) of the Election Funding Act 1981) 
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• possible need for separate disclosure requirements for donors and ‘associated entities’  
(in line with certain other Australian jurisdictions) 

• adequacy of the current disclosure requirements concerning fund raising events (see 
sections 87(1AA) and 89(c) and of the Act) 

• identification of possible loopholes permitting practices such as the splitting of large 
donations into smaller amounts or the filtering of donations through other entities or 
individuals to conceal the true amounts or sources of donations  

• possible need for expanded disclosure in respect of corporate donations to ensure that 
the nature of the donor’s corporate activity (and thus the real potential for any conflict 
of interest) is disclosed 

• appropriateness of the thresholds for disclosure established in 1993 ($1500 for gifts to 
parties, $1000 for gifts to groups, $500 for gifts to candidates), and whether the same 
thresholds should apply in New South Wales as in the Commonwealth 

• frequency and timeliness of disclosures, including possible need for annual or more 
regular periodic disclosures or real-time disclosure (disclosure at the time the donation is 
made or received) 

• accessibility of the information provided in disclosures as presented by the Election 
Funding Authority. 

Election expenditure – amounts: 

• advantages and disadvantages of imposing limits on the amounts which parties and 
candidates may spend on elections 

• whether limits should be imposed on total expenditure by parties at State level, and by 
candidates in each electorate  

• whether certain specific types of expenditure should be banned (eg advertising in the 
print and electronic media) 

• impact of expenditure limits on the funding of elections and in particular local 
government elections  

• enforcement of such limits and lessons to be learnt from other jurisdictions. 

Election expenditure – disclosure: 

• nature of the expenses which should be disclosed (see section 88 of the Act) 

• adequacy of the disclosure requirements applying to third parties (see sections 85A and  
88(2A) of the Act) 

• possible need for more frequent periodic disclosures or real-time disclosures  

• accessibility of disclosures as presented by the Election Funding Authority. 
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The system of electoral and party funding in New South Wales  

1.9 The funding and disclosure regime provided by the Election Funding Act 1981 was the first such 
scheme in Australia. Its key features were the product of recommendations by a parliamentary 
joint select committee which reported in 1980.1 The scheme remains essentially the same 
today, although there have been some significant amendments.2 For example, in 1993, the 
disclosure requirements were tightened in response to comments by the ICAC in its inquiry 
into North Coast Land Development,3 and comments by a second joint select committee 
which examined election funding in 1991-1992.4 Those amendments included: reducing the 
disclosure thresholds to the current levels (from previously higher levels); expanding the 
classes of persons required to make disclosures to minimise the practice of channelling 
donations through third parties; specific requirements concerning the disclosure of fund 
raising events; and the establishment of the Political Education Fund;.5 Other amendments in 
1999 varied the way in which the total amount of public funds available for elections is 
calculated, following the introduction of fixed four year parliamentary terms.6   

1.10 The main provisions of the Act concerning the Election Funding Authority, public funding, 
donations, and expenditure are summarised below.  

The Election Funding Authority  

                                                          

1.11 The Election Funding Authority oversees and administers the funding and disclosure scheme. 
In doing so, it is required to act in a manner that is not unfairly biased against or in favour of 
any particular parties, groups, candidates or other persons, bodies or organisations.7 The 
particular functions of the Authority include: 

• Applications by groups and candidates for registration (registration being a prerequisite 
for funding as discussed below) 

• Claims by parties, groups and candidates for payment in respect of state elections  

• Declarations of political contributions and electoral expenditure, by parties, groups, 
candidates and third parties, in respect of state and local government elections.8 

 
1  New South Wales Parliament, Joint Select Committee Upon Public Funding of Election 

Campaigns, Report, November 1980 
2  For an overview of the introduction of the Act and subsequent changes see: Callinan R, Election 

Finance Law: Public Funding, Donations and Expenditure, New South Wales Parliamentary Library 
Research Service, Briefing Paper 15/2001, pp 46-47 

3  Independent Commission Against Corruption, Investigation into North Coast Land Development, July 
1990 

4  New South Wales Parliament, Joint Select Committee upon the Process and Funding of the 
Electoral System, Second Report, 1992 

5  Election Funding (Amendment) Act 1993 
6  Election Funding Amendment Act 1999 
7  Election Funding Act 1981, s 22(2) 
8  Section 23 
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1.12 The Authority consists of three members: the Electoral Commissioner of New South Wales 
(who acts as the Chairperson); a person appointed by the Governor on the nomination of the 
Premier; and a person appointed by the Governor on the nomination of the Opposition 
Leader.9 The Authority may not employ staff.10 However, the Electoral Commission makes 
available a secretary and two full time administrative officers to provide the full range of 
services to stakeholders of the Authority, including candidates, groups, political parties, 
donors and the electors of New South Wales.11  

1.13 The Authority reports annually to Parliament in respect of its operations in accordance with 
the Annual Reports (Statutory Bodies) Act 1984. The Election Funding Act 1981 includes 
requirements for public access to registers, claims, and declarations maintained by the 
Authority.  

Public Funding 

1.14 Funding is provided for election campaigns and political education. 

Election campaigns 

1.15 Funding is available to eligible parties, groups and candidates. There are two main 
requirements for eligibility: 

• The party, group or candidate must be registered for the purposes of the Act.  Parties 
are registered by the Electoral Commissioner under Part 4A the Parliamentary Electorates 
and Elections Act 1912, and must have been so registered for at least 12 months. 
Candidates and groups are registered by the Election Funding Authority under the 
Election Funding Act 1981.  

• The party, group or candidate must have received at least 4% of the relevant first 
preference votes, or a member of the party or group, or the candidate, must have been 
elected.12 

1.16 The total amount of funds available for each election is determined by a formula set out in the 
Act which takes account of the total number of electors and the length of the parliamentary 
term. The total is divided into two funds. The Central Fund, which contains two thirds of the 
total, provides for payments to eligible parties, independent groups, and independent 
candidates that contest election for the Legislative Council. The Constituency Fund, 
containing the remaining third, provides for payments to eligible candidates contesting 
election for the Legislative Assembly. There is also a By-election Constituency Fund.13  

1.17 To access funding, a party, group or candidate must lodge a claim with the Election Funding 
Authority within 120 days of the day of the return of the writs for the Legislative Council. The 

                                                           
9  Section 6 
10  Section 22(3) 
11  http://www.efa.nsw.gov.au/efa_information/who_we_are
12  See sections 59, 60, 61, 65 
13  See Part 5, Divisions 2 – 4, 6 
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amount of each entitlement is determined by a formula provided by the Act, subject to certain 
qualifications. Firstly, no party or candidate can receive more than half of the Fund (or in the 
case of the Constituency Fund more than half of that portion of the Fund which relates to the 
electoral district contested). Secondly, no payments will be made which exceed the amount of 
electoral expenditure actually incurred by the party, group, or candidate. Thirdly, any items of 
expenditure which the Election Funding Authority considers were not incurred for the 
purposes of an election campaign will be disallowed. Details of entitlements to distributions 
from the Central and Constituency Funds in respect of the state election in 2007 are shown in 
Appendices 1 and 2. 

1.18 Claims for payment, receipt of payment, and the lodging of declarations are undertaken by an 
agent of the party, group or candidate.14 All agents must be registered with the Election 
Funding Authority.15  

Political education 

1.19 An eligible registered party which endorsed candidates for the Legislative Assembly at a 
general election and is entitled to receive annual payments from the Political Education Fund 
for the purposes of ‘political education’.16 ‘Political education’ includes the posting of written 
materials and information, regardless of whether the information contains material only about 
the party concerned.17 Payments are made to the agent of the party, who must declare how the 
party spent any payments received.18 Payments from the Fund for 2005 are shown in 
Appendix 3.19 

Political donations  

Disclosure  

1.20 All parties, groups and candidates are required to lodge a declaration of political contributions 
within 120 days of return of writs for a general election showing contributions received during 
the period specified by the Act. The specified period varies somewhat between the different 
entities. For parties, it commences on the 31st day after polling day for the previous election 
and ends on the 30th day after polling day for the current election (which in most cases 
exceeds four years).  

1.21 The contributions to be disclosed are those which fall within the definition of ‘gift’ provided 
by the Act. This includes any disposition of property including money or provision of a 
service without adequate consideration (section 4), and any entry fee or other payment which 

                                                           
14  Election Funding Authority, Election Funding Guide for Parties for State Elections, 28 March 2007, p 14; 

Election Funding Guide for Candidates and Groups for State Elections, 28 March 2007, p 17 
15  See Part 4, Divisions 2 - 6 
16  See Part 6A 
17  Section 97C 
18  Section 97H 
19  Payments are as shown in the most recent annual report of the Authority: Annual Report 2005-2006, 

p 24 
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entitled a person to participate in or benefit from a fundraising event or function (section 
87(1AA)).  

1.22 Only contributions equal to or above the following thresholds need be disclosed: 
 

$1500 Parties 

$1000 Groups  

$200 Candidates  

1.23 For contributions less than the threshold, the total number and value must be disclosed, but 
not the source.20 For the purpose of applying the thresholds, multiple contributions from a 
single source during a twelve month period are aggregated.21 Further, corporations that are 
related to each other for the purposes of section 50 of the Corporations Act 2001 of the 
Commonwealth are regarded as a single corporation.22 

1.24 Declarations must contain the name and address of the person or body which made the 
contribution (or other specified details in the case of an incorporated association, trust, or 
foundation), the date on which the contribution was made, and the value of the contribution. 
In addition, the net proceeds of any fund raising venture or function must be shown, together 
with a brief description of the nature of the occasion, and the date or period in which it was 
held (section 89(c)). 

1.25 In addition to parties, groups and candidates, any other person, body or organisation (‘third 
party’) which incurs electoral expenditure of more than $1500 during an election period must 
lodge a declaration within 120 days of the return of writs for a general election. The 
declaration must include the identity of any person or organisation that gave at least $1000 to 
the person, body or organisation making the declaration, if the whole or part of that sum was 
used to incur electoral expenditure.23  

1.26 Summaries of declarations lodged by parties and candidates in respect of the 2003 state 
election24 are shown in Appendices 4 and 5. 

Ban on anonymous donations 

1.27 In addition to requiring the disclosure of donations, the Act also makes it is unlawful for a 
party, group, or candidate to receive a gift in excess of the reportable thresholds, unless the 
name and address of the person or body making the gift are known to the person receiving it. 
Any such gifts are forfeited to the State.25 

                                                           
20  Section 89(a) 
21  Section 87(5) 
22  Section 87(6). See also section 85A(4). 
23  Section 85A and 87(1A); Election Funding Authority, Election Funding Guide for Parties for Political 

Donors, 28 March 2007, p 15 
24  The corresponding information concerning the 2007 state election has not yet been released by 

Election Funding Authority (at the time of writing). 
25  Section 87A 
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Electoral expenditure 

1.28 The declarations by political parties, groups and candidates referred to above must also 
include details of electoral expenditure. Electoral expenditure is defined as expenditure ‘for or 
in connection with promoting or opposing, directly or indirectly, a party or the election of a 
candidate or candidates or for the purpose of influencing, directly or indirectly, the voting at 
an election’ (section 88(1)). This includes spending on advertisements, the distribution of 
electoral material, fund raising, travel and accommodation of candidates (section 88(2)).  

1.29 The declarations provided by third parties must also include details of electoral expenditure 
incurred by the third party. This includes details of any donations made by the third party to a 
political party, group or candidate equal to or above the reportable thresholds.26 

Comparison with other jurisdictions 27  

Australian jurisdictions 

1.30 Statutory schemes for public funding of elections and the disclosure of donations and 
expenditure have been established in the Commonwealth (1984), Queensland (1994) the ACT 
(1992) and Western Australia (disclosure since 1992; public funding since 2006).  

1.31 In Victoria, there are longstanding requirements for the disclosure of expenditure, but not 
donations. Further, in 2002, public funding for elections was introduced, together with a ban 
on donations above $50 000 per year from certain gaming licensees,28 making Victoria the only 
Australian jurisdiction to have capped donations or regulated permissible donors. 

1.32 In South Australia and Tasmania, there is no public funding or any requirement to disclose 
donations. The Northern Territory provides no public funding for elections but requires 
donations and expenditure to be disclosed (2004). 

1.33 Tasmania is the only jurisdiction to have limits on electoral expenditure (limits applied in 
Victoria until 2002, Western Australia until  1979 and the Commonwealth until 1980). The 
limits apply to candidates for election to the Legislative Council and are associated with 
requirements to disclose expenditure. There is also a ban on political parties incurring 
expenditure for Legislative Council elections.29  

1.34 Where funding and disclosure regimes are in place, features in common with the New South 
Wales scheme include:  

                                                           
26   Sections 85A and 88(2A) 
27   The information in this section is drawn from material contained in the following publications of 

the New South Wales Parliamentary Library Research Service: Callinan R, Election Finance Law: 
Public Funding, Donations and Expenditure, Briefing Paper 15/2001; Drabsch T, Election Finance Law: 
An Update, Briefing Paper 13/2005; Griffith G and Drabsch T, Election Finance Law: Recent 
Developments and Proposals for Reform, Briefing Paper 8/2007   

28  Electoral Act 2002 (Vic) 
29  Electoral Act 2004 (Tas), s 162 
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• funding paid post-election if 4% threshold reached (Commonwealth, Queensland, 
Victoria, Western Australia, ACT)30 

• funding capped by actual expenditure (Queensland, Victoria, Western Australia) 

• disclosure of donations post-election by certain entities (Commonwealth, Queensland, 
Western Australia, ACT, Northern Territory) 

• third party disclosure requirements (Commonwealth, Queensland, Western Australia, 
ACT, Northern Territory) 

• anonymous donations banned (all, except Victoria31) 

1.35 Significant differences from the New South Wales scheme include:  

• payments made automatically in accordance with entitlement, instead of on the 
submission of a claim (Commonwealth, ACT) 

• annual, rather than post-election disclosure by certain entities (Commonwealth, 
Queensland, ACT, Northern Territory, Western Australia)  

• restrictions on donations from certain sources (Victoria) 

• separate disclosure requirements for ‘associated entities’ (Commonwealth, Queensland, 
Western Australia, ACT, Northern Territory) and donors (Commonwealth, Queensland, 
ACT, Northern Territory) 

• higher disclosure thresholds for donations ($10 000 in the Commonwealth as from 
2006). 

1.36 Aspects of the Commonwealth scheme impact on the states. For example, under the federal 
scheme in respect of endorsed candidates, funding is paid to the agent of the state or territory 
branch/affiliate of the party in the jurisdiction in which the candidate stood for election.32 
Further, there is provision for the redirection of election funding payments from one party or 
state/territory branch/affiliate to another.33 State or territory branches/affiliates of registered 
parties must submit annual returns with the Australian Electoral Commission disclosing 
information about amounts received and paid during the year.34 

Overseas jurisdictions 

1.37 The main features of the funding and regulatory schemes in New Zealand, Canada, the United 
Kingdom and the United States are summarised in the following table. 

 

                                                           
30  In New South Wales the 4% threshold does not apply to a candidate who is elected. 
31  Griffith G and Drabsch T, Election Finance Law: Recent Developments and Proposals for Reform, Briefing 

Paper 8/2007, p 40   
32   Callinan R, Election Finance Law: Public Funding, Donations and Expenditure, New South Wales 

Parliamentary Library Research Service, Briefing Paper 15/2001, p 10 
33   Ibid p 11  
34  Ibid pp 17-18 
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TABLE 1: Election funding and regulation in four overseas jurisdictions (selected features) 35 

 Public funding Donations – disclosures Donations – caps Donations – prohibited 
sources 

Expenditure limits 

New 
Zealand 

Mainly limited to 
broadcasting time and 
funds to purchase 
broadcast time.  
 

Parties annually  

Candidates post election  

Threshold for disclosure 
(parties): $10 000 

No  No ‘Constituency candidates’ 
– NZ $20 000 

Parties – NZ$ 1 million 
plus $20 000 for each 
constituency contested 

Election broadcasts 
banned unless within time 
allocated by the Electoral 
Commission 
 

Canada Parties – 50% refund of 
election expenses if 
receive at least 2% of 
national vote or 5% of 
votes in electoral district. 

Candidates – 60% refund 
of election expenses if 
elected or receive at least 
10% votes cast  

Quarterly allowances 
available 

Free broadcast time 
 

Annual and post election 
disclosure required.  

Quarterly reports if 
quarterly allowances 
received 

Special reporting 
requirements re transfers 
between affiliated political 
entities and prohibitions 
on use of transfers to 
conceal or attempt to 
conceal the source of 
contributions 

$1000 per year 
(individuals) 

Corporations, trade 
unions, associates  

Non-citizens and non-
residents   

National and constituency 
limits calculated on 
number of electors in each 
contested district 

National limit on third 
party election advertising:  

CA $150 000 

Registered parties and 
associations prohibited 
from transferring money 
candidates from trust 
funds 

                                                           
35  The information in this table is drawn from material contained in the following publications of the New South Wales Parliamentary Library 

Research Service: Callinan R, Election Finance Law: Public Funding, Donations and Expenditure, Briefing Paper 15/2001; Drabsch T, Election Finance 
Law: An Update, Briefing Paper 13/2005; Griffith G and Drabsch T, Election Finance Law: Recent Developments and Proposals for Reform, Briefing 
Paper 8/2007   
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UK Parties receive assistance 
in the form of free 
mailings, free use of public 
rooms during election, 
free airtime for political 
broadcasts, and policy 
development grants 
 

Quarterly donation reports 
from parties. Weekly 
donation reports during 
election period 

Annual statements of 
accounts 

Donor disclosure 
threshold of over ₤5000 

No  Foreign parties  

Trade unions must ballot 
their members every 10 
years for authority to 
promote political agenda.  

Companies must seek 
authority from their 
shareholders every 4 years 
before they can make 
political donations or 
expenditure 

Limits calculated on seats 
contested 

Paid electronic advertising 
banned 

USA  Public funding available to 
presidential candidates 
only 

Monthly 

During election campaign: 
12 days before and 20 days 
after election 

Candidates to disclose 
details of any donor who 
gives more than US $200 

Yes on individuals and 
certain groups - eg 
individual caps: 

 

US $2,100 to each 
candidate, $26,700 to each 
national party committee 
per election cycle 

Persons/corporations with 
contracts with Federal 
Government 

Foreign parties 

Corporations and labour 
unions (banned from 
directly contributing to 
candidates or parties but 
not PACs) 

If presidential candidates 
choose to accept public 
funds they must agree to 
expenditure limits 
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Appendix  1 Entitlement for distribution from Central 
Fund for 2007 election 

Party Percentage of Primary 
Votes 

Entitlement ($) 

Australian Democrats (NSW Division) 1.78 - 

Australian Labor Party (NSW Branch) 39.14 3,426,979 

Australians Against Further Immigration 1.64 - 

Christian Democratic Party (Fred Nile 
Group) 

4.42 387,204 

Horse Riders Party 
Outdoor Recreation Party 

0.57 - 

Liberal Party of Australia (NSW Division) 
National Party of Australia - NSW 

34.22 2,996,107 

Peter Breen – Human Rights Party 0.44 - 

Restore the Workers Rights Party 0.92 - 

Save our Suburbs 0.31 - 

Socialist Alliance 0.40 - 

The Fishing Party 1.53 - 

The Greens  9.12 798,434 

The Shooters Party 2.79 244,696 

Unity Party 1.21  

Independent Group   

A 0.68  

D 0.01  

F 0.50  

H 0.08  

M 0.09  

Ungrouped Candidate    

BODLAY, Jordie 0.00  

CARBURY, Richard 0.00  

FRASER, Dawn 0.12  

LOVETT, Ryan 0.00  

MACDONALD, Alasdair 0.00  
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NUNEZ, Jose 0.00  

ROFE, David 0.01  

Undistributed Funds ($)   2 

 
Source: 
http://www.efa.nsw.gov.au/state_government_elections/election_funding__and__entitlements/funding_and_entitlement_
reports/entitlements_for_the_legislative_council_election
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Appendix  2 Entitlement for distribution of 
Constituency Fund for 2007 election 
(extract) 

The following report lists the percentage of primary votes received by each candidate and their 
maximum funding entitlement (percentage of primary votes is to 2 decimal places). 
Election: 2007 NSW State General Election 

Election Day: Saturday 24 March 2007 

Funds available per district: $42,222.00 

Candidates by Electoral 
District 

Party Affiliation Percentage of 
Primary Votes 

Entitlement $ 

Albury    
APLIN, Greg Liberal 65.34 21,111
RYAN, Chris Country Labor 27.39 11,565
SOBEY, Chris The Greens 7.27 3,070
Undistributed Funds $   6,476
    
Auburn    
AU, Jack Unity Party 9.59 4,588
HABIB, Mamdouh - 3.85 -
IHRAM, Silma Australian Democrats 2.70 -
LOTFIZADEH, Allan Christian Democratic Party 3.92 -
MICHAELS, Malikeh The Greens 4.02 1,924
PERRY, Barbara Labor 60.29 21,111
PIERIDES, George Liberal 14.31 6,849
VINNICOMBE, Bob - 1.33 -
Undistributed Funds $   7,750
    
Ballina    
BAILEY, John The Greens 19.44 8,472

BOYD, Flora Australians Against Further 
Immigration 1.36 -

DORIEAN, Melanie Labor 23.07 10,055
PAGE, Don Nationals 54.36 21,111
SMITH, Ben Australian Democrats 1.77 -
Undistributed Funds $   2,584
    

Source: 
http://www.efa.nsw.gov.au/state_government_elections/election_funding__and__entitlements/funding_and_entitlement_
reports/entitlements_for_the_legislative_assembly_election  
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Appendix  3 Payments from the Political Education 
Fund 2005  

The following parties lodged declarations for 2005 political education expenditure and received their 
third annual payment from the entitlements calculated after the 2003 general election: 

 

Australian Labor Party (NSW Branch)     $688,618 

Country Labor Party        $126,891 

Christian Democratic Party (Fred Nile Group)    $32,986 

Liberal Party of Australia New South Wales     $472,444 

National Party of Australia - NSW      $184,002 

The Greens         $157,685 

TOTAL         $1,662,626 

 

All parties received their maximum entitlement and payments were made within two weeks after 
lodgement in the proper form. 
 

Source: Election Funding Authority, Annual Report 2005-2006, p 24 
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Appendix  4 Summary of political contributions 
received and electoral expenditure incurred 
by parties that endorsed a group or by 
independent groups at Legislative Council 
2003 

 
Source: http://www.efa.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/30138/2003SummaryPartiesGroups.pdf 

Note: Figures for the March 2007 State election will be published by the Election Finance Authority in late 2007. 
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Appendix  5 Summary of political contributions 
received and electoral expenses incurred by 
candidates in the Legislative Assembly 
general election 2003 (extract) 

 

 

 
Source: 
http://www.efa.nsw.gov.au/state_government_elections/election_funding_reports/state_general_election_2003/la_candid
ates 

Note: Figures for the March 2007 State election will be published by the Election Finance Authority in late 2007. 
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