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Regional Industries Investment Fund  
Purpose 
The Regional Industries Investment Fund (RIIF) 
plays a key role in the NSW Government’s 
commitment to driving economic growth in 
regional New South Wales and enhancing the 
attractiveness of regional areas. RIIF is 
administered by NSW Trade & Investment and is 
available for eligible projects that result in positive 
economic outcomes for the State. 

 

Facilitation services 
A key element of RIIF is the provision of 
facilitation services offered by NSW Trade & 
Investment through its regional office network to 
help secure new projects with strong economic 
development outcomes in regional New South 
Wales.  NSW Trade & Investment can help to 
facilitate these projects by providing information 
on potential sites, key local introductions, as well 
as liaising with local government, service 
providers and other government agencies on 
behalf of clients to help resolve issues and move 
projects forward. 

 

NSW Trade & Investment regional staff can also 
help to facilitate capacity building projects by 
providing advice on project scoping, stakeholder 
consultation, project management and potential 
sources of project funding. 

 

 

Project types supported 
In some instances, financial support may be 
provided for projects under RIIF that: 

• help fill gaps left by the market system; 
• promote economic and employment 

growth in regional NSW;  
• help regional communities capitalise on 

their strengths and broaden and reposition 
their industry base; 

• assist with the development of regional 
and local solutions that will enable 
business development; and  

• support the regional economy, including 
economic infrastructure and capacity 
building projects. 

 
Typical projects supported under RIIF include 
assistance: 

• to help secure projects involving 
businesses establishing, expanding or 
relocating from interstate to regional 
NSW where significant new jobs and 
investment are being created; 

• to help overcome impediments to 
investment projects that will result in the 
creation of new jobs in regional NSW; 

• to help deliver critical economic 
infrastructure (including road works, 
regional airports, electricity supply, 
natural gas mains and pipelines, water 
supply, sewerage connection, 
telecommunications including data 
networks) where it can be demonstrated 
there is a clear link to significant new 
investment projects and job creation as a 
result of the infrastructure being built;  

• for regional communities to broaden their 
economic bases such as local/regional 
marketing initiatives to attract investment 
and business as well as clustering and 
networking activities that can generate 
the critical mass needed to address key 
industry issues/constraints. 

 
All projects must be linked to the creation of 
significant new jobs and investment and have the 
potential to benefit more than one firm. Projects 
must also closely align with State and regional 
priorities and provide evidence of feasibility and 
viability. 
 

Businesses creating new jobs in NSW may also 
be eligible for payroll tax rebates under the Jobs 
Action Plan (rebate up to $5,000 per new job).  
www.osr.nsw.gov.au/taxes/payroll/job_scheme.  

 

The new Jobs Action Plan Fresh Start Support 
rebate is a one-off amount of $1,000 that can be 
claimed at the first anniversary of an eligible 
employee’s employment start date. This rebate is 
available to eligible employers who employ a new 
person who has been made redundant (within the 
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period of 1 January 2014 and 30 June 2015) by 
an employer who is a designated employer. 

 

Eligible RIIF applicants include: 
• local councils 
• infrastructure providers 
• private sector businesses 
• incorporated associations including 

business, industry and community 
organisations 

• cooperatives 
• regional development organisations 

including Regional Development 
Australia (RDA) committees 

• educational institutions 

 

Eligible RIIF locations 
The RIIF program is available for eligible projects 
in regional NSW which is defined as the local 
government areas outside the Sydney 
Metropolitan Area, Liverpool, Penrith, Camden, 
Campbelltown, Wollondilly, Hawkesbury and the 
Blue Mountains.   

 

Application procedure 
Prospective applicants should discuss their 
proposed project with their local NSW Trade & 
Investment office in the first instance.  
Applications for assistance will only be issued 
following discussion of the proposed project.  

 

Assessment criteria 
Each application for assistance is assessed on a 
case-by-case basis having regard to the program 
criteria and the project’s potential to generate 
positive economic benefits and outcomes for the 
State. NSW Trade & Investment utilises a Cost 
Benefit Analysis (CBA) methodology to estimate 
the net economic benefits of the project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Program exclusions 
• Basic agriculture (including forestry, 

fishing, and hunting) and mining are 
excluded from RIIF assistance.  

• Intensive agriculture such as aquaculture, 
horticulture, rabbit and poultry farming 
may be considered where it can be 
shown that they contribute to value 
adding industries.  

• Assistance should not compromise 
competitive neutrality and as such, 
retailers, accommodation providers, 
localised trade and professional services 
are generally excluded from the program.  

• Assistance is not available towards 
feasibility studies. 

 

NSW Trade & Investment must have completed 
its assessment of a project prior to an applicant’s 
decision to proceed with or commence a project. 
Projects that are retrospective will not be 
considered. 

 

NSW Trade & Investment contacts: 
 

Albury 02 6051 7722 

Armidale 02 6771 3284 

Central Coast 02 4340 8700 

Coffs Harbour 02 6650 3132 

Dubbo  02 6883 3100 

Lismore  02 6622 6145 

Newcastle  02 4908 7333 

Nowra  02 4421 1000 

Orange  02 6360 8400 

Port Macquarie  02 6583 5647 

Tamworth  02 6766 1360 

Wagga Wagga  02 6921 6422 

Wollongong  02 4225 9055 
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