








Human Habitation of the Monaro

THE MONARO TRIBES THE FIRST EUROPEANS

For thousands of years the Ngarigo tribe occupied the Snowy River
basin, covering the area now encompassed by the Bombala
Shire. The distribution of individual tribes was sparse, only

three or four people per hundred square kilometres. They

~ The first Europeans arrived on the Monaro in 1823. Captain Mark Currie, Brigade-Major John Ovens and their
ouide Constable Joseph Wild were the first white men to set foot on the Monaro in early June 1823

ard on their heels followed the squatters, on the black soil plains they spread out, claiming territories fo
il nd ntroducing cattle and sheep to the landscape. Men arrived on hors:eback and on foot Iea;'

k horses, driving bullock teams, droving cattle and walking sheep, gradually filtering into the more’rem |:g
. They built slab huts, fences and stockyards and in the early days often subsisted for months on m tto N
nper and tea. The squatters flourished, however the Monaro tribes were reduced by diseases such aL; on,

pox, which killed more than half their number. The tribes never recovered, their numbers continuing to
ish under pressure from the ever-expanding pastoral runs. °

lived in harmony with their environment, eating food
that became available seasonally and not depleting
the resources of their tribal territory.
Food was collected by both hunting and
gathering. The annual migration of the
bogong moths was cause for a great \ o
annual gathering of the tribes to take Ay : e ; R e o :3' In 1839, Gunningrah Station, 25 square miles in size, was described by the

advantage of this seasonal influx of food.

The relationship between the members
of the tribe was of utmost importance, {
as the distribution of game was strictly L e =5\ A 78 remained the two pillars of the local economy.
controlled by laws based on these o ' ' ‘
relationships. This arrangement ensured

that all members of the tribe were Platypus Country is now home to a diverse and vibrant community. The area

fed and cared for, as members did not Wi i g : i h ot . . .

¢ and _ W , i ! alth of historical attractions including the Early Settlers Hut at Delegate which is believed to be the fi

distinguish between brothers and sisters, a dwelling on the Monaro, a great little History Mus ity : o be the first
: ' eum at the Delegate School of

paternal uncle or aunt was regarded in the same way as §lat Cathcart which houses an amazing collection of everyday ite ng15 f A of Arts and Cathcart

a father or mother and provided for accordingly. 4 REm Lhe: past,

L the past meets the present at Railway Park. Soak up the history of the area via Bombala Historic

For thousands of years the tribes regularly travelled from the coast to
mountains. The Bundian Way was one of the pathways used and

Eden Local Aboriginal Land Council has now undertaken a
this track. The track, which is older than the Silk Road
through State Forests, National Parks and along i

= is bei jor tourisr
% roads and is being developed as a major n

S:I’f: oli)lerates out of the old railway goods shed. Relax in the community gardens. Admire the
g e Platypus Country Visitor Information Centre which operates out of the old Sisters of

;r-:-. Le::n about Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop’s association with Bombala. Purchase local
es. Marvel at the memorabilia collected by Bombala’s Lions club.

is also well known for i [ i '
LB for its agricultural pursuits. Prime lambs and fine wool have always been
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for the Bundian Way. Jigamy Farm at Eden wil "onderf I ;
other. The Bundian Way, an Eden Local Aborig _ ul cakes, jams, honey and a range of organic meats and free range eggs and chickens.
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‘ i i i isitors the chance to s ; .
/2 \ Land Council pro]ect,I will oftf)er VII o s | . Timber has been and continues to be important in the economic
in hi about Indigen : —p
% \ walk a track steeped in history, earnf b Indi ious tribes - development of the area. The early buildings of Canberra
K X ' i ‘ ige : .
i 3 gain an understanding of the shared history °. the “ g e were built from hardwood timber harvested from the area.
¥/ early European explorers and farmers. The project will have many b

' . _ o arangec =i Vo Softwood plantati i
/ i’{\\ y Delegate — the establishment of the Bundian Way Indigenous Art Gallery, @ : - - PlAntatiens have now taken over the local timber
i/ sector and the mill just outside
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bush tucker gardens planted, educational activities at the Primary Scho of Bombal f
: iy - ombala is on
workshops for the community and visitors to join in with. e of the
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. 7 | N area’s largest employers.
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Sharing high-country spirit with the locals

The communities of Platypus Country like nothing better
than an informal community get together, sharing stories,
history, skills and knowledge.

The Full Moon Cob Oven dinners at Delegate are a great
introduction into community life. Visitors can join with the locals to
cook tasty treats in the wood fired oven and share a tale or two.

If your passion is gardening then why not join in with the regular activities
held at the Bombala/Cathcart or Delegate Community gardens? Plant

swaps and produce swaps are a feature of these activities as is the sharing of
gardening knowledge passed down through the generations.

Platypus Country also boasts many talented artists and crafts persons. School holidays
sees a range of activities organised under the “Be Involved... Be Inspired” banner;
visitors are warmly welcomed to join in the activities. The “Be Involved...

Be Inspired” program is available from the Platypus Country Visitor Information Centre
two weeks prior to each school break.

Regular creative workshops are held at the Delegate Arts Centre. These range from

informal gatherings of locals keen to share their skills in a particular creative form —

felting, glass work, jewellery, pottery — to the more formal ArtEscape two and one

day workshops. Again visitors are encouraged to join in; full details can be provided
by the Platypus Country Visitor Information Centre.

If your passion is more for the collecting
of original works then a visit
to the Borderline or Bundian Way
galleries at Delegate are a must,

exhibitions change regularly and
the Bundian Way gallery

is the only indigenous art gallery
in South East NSW.

Platypus Country annual
events are the perfect way
for visitors to get a taste of our
relaxed, informal country lifestyle.

Our two country Shows featu,re the very best of local
produce and celebrate the skills of local farmers; Australia Day
celebrations highlight the achievements of the community and
local industries; Bombala Race Day is country racing at its best;
the country music events showcase the talents of local entertainers;
the Bi-annual Engine Rally is a must for those with an interest in engines both
small and large, while the Bombala Bike Show is THE bike event
of the South East.

vay to Australia’

start your journey with us

The Tourism Australia National Landscape program identifies places of national significance that offer
distinctive, unforgettable Australian natural and cultural experiences.

7 Australia’s Coastal Wilderness with its majestic forests, unique and diverse wildlife, ancient and active
~ Indigenous culture and iconic communities was one of the first chosen National Landscapes.

~ The welcoming communities of Australia’s Coastal Wilderness offer a host of different experiences and
understand the importance of being able to immerse yourself in the beauty of tall forests, lakes, beaches and a
culture thousands of years old. They do it all the time.

Staff at the Platypus Country Visitor Information Centre can offer advice and information on the best ways to
explore this unforgettable landscape, starting off with the sights, sounds and history of Platypus Country.
-4 hile in Platypus Country visitors can:

enjoy the timeless grandeur of the South East Forest National Parks

try their hand at fly fishing on pristine, secluded waterways

soak up both the Indigenous history and the shared history of our vibrant rural area
enjoy country hospitality at its best and, of course,

spot that most elusive of creatures — the platypus.

191} the “hill,” visitors can:

enjoy whale watching experiences that will thrill and amaze
explore over 200km of trails through unspoilt coastline
stand at the point Captain Cook first viewed the Australian mainland
experience the world’s largest population of little penguins in all their glory
learn the history of this ancient land from its original custodians.
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Out ‘n’ about

On Two or Four Wheels

Enjoy the spectacular scenery and uncluttered
roads as you travel around. On two wheels

you'll experience no better riding; on four you'll
exerience no easier driving. Please obey the road
rules and always consider other drivers. When on
forest roads remember you could be in a working
environment.

Mountain Biking

Always carry a spare inner tube and don't cycle
alone. Stick to the major trails and carry plenty of
water, appropriate clothes and protective gear.
Bondi Forest Lodge caters for the mountain biker
with accommodation and dedicated trails.

Fly Fishing

Stream fishing at its best, with browns and
rainbows unmatched anywhere on the mainland.
Local fly patterns include Adams, Black/Red
Spinner, Deer Hair Caddis, Humpys, assorted Dun
patterns, Royal Wulff, Beetles, Red Tag, March
Brown, Tups Indispensable, and Caenid, 4-5
weight, 7-9ft rod, floating line. Please ask property
owners before venturing onto private land and
remember that all year round fishing is available at
Coolumbooka Weir on the outskirts of Bombala.
Electric motors only if using a tinny.

Bush Walking and Camping

Camp at Waratah Rd and from there trek to
Pheasants Peak and Myanba — it’s a bushwalker’s
dream. Or try the tranquil beauty of the Nunnock
Swamp camping site, open forest, tall majestic
gums, bird life galore, a carpet of spring wildflowers
and frogs by the score. Always let someone know
where you are going and when you will be back.
Don't walk alone. Carry a compass, protective
clothing, food, water and an up-to-date map.

Bird Watching

There are many waterfowl, parrots and birds of
prey that inhabit the region. The varied terrain

of uninhabited dense escarpment forest, open
farmland, pine forest and waterways provide a
myriad of opportunities for the birdwatcher. Look
for endangered species, such as pink and hooded
robins, olive whistlers and powerful owls, which
have found a haven in our unspoilt wilderness.
Bird hides at the Platypus Reserve will help you
view a myriad of waterdirds.

Delegate and
Errinundra Rainforest

DRIVE 3:
AN HISTORIC DISCOVERY TOUR

Set aside a full day to take it all in and
make the most of the flora and fauna that
surrounds you.

Drive south to the pioneer village of
Delegate, stroll along the Delegate
Platypus Walk or the Federation River
Walk, soak up the history of the area at
the Delegate History Museum, view the
beautiful art and craft at the Borderline
or Bundian Way Galleries, then on to
the Early Settlers Hut to learn how life
used to be. Before crossing the border,
view the plaque commemorating the
proclamation of the Black Allen Line —
the border between NSW and Victoria.

Back to Bendoc and a walk around the “Chinese
Tunnel”, or take a gold pan and try your luck in the
waters of the Delegate River. Then finally back to
Delegate for afternoon tea and a chance to view
platypus, wet a line or soak up some more history.

DRIVE 4:
LUSH RAINFOREST TRAILS

Pause to photograph the giant tree ferns,
native waratahs and towering native
eucalypts before walking the lush trails of
beautiful Errinundra Rainforest.

This cool temperate rainforest with its
flora from our prehistoric past will calm
your senses and relax your mind.

If you’re a 4WD enthusiast, you'll find the
forest trails offer a unique and challenging
experience. Your reward is spectacular
views of unspoilt scenery and native
animals in their pristine natural habitat.

£ The Errinundra Plateau, source of seven
noéth, south and east flowing rivers, has links back
to the Aboriginal tribes and their ancient trails and -
meeting places. The more recent European history
is evident from derelict old fence lines, machinery
and mine shafts.

Frosty Hollow is the only camping area but toilets,
picnic facilities, walking tracks and lookouts are
scattered throughout the park.

DELEGATE HISTORY MUSEUM *
BORDERLINE GALLERY
DIAN WAY GALLERY
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Elevation 1308m.
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For those with a passion for
unusual facts...

@® The Ngarigo tribe, the traditional owners, had a reputation for being good singers and
good imitators.

@® The border between New South Wales and Victoria — the Black Allen Line — was only
officially dedicated in 2006 during a ceremony at the Delegate River.

® By 1839, European squatters had ‘acquired’ properities that ranged in size from
35,000 acres to 80,000 acres.

@® One of the first women to be registered as a landowner in her own right in the colony
of New South Wales was Sophia Campbell of Delegate Station.

@® By 1847 Ben Boyd had imported Kanakas to work as shepherds.

Gold was discovered in the Bendoc River in 1855.

Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop stayed in what is now the Platypus Country Visitor
Information Centre twice during her life time.

Bombala, but for a severe snow storm, could have been our nation’s capital.

Cathcart was named after General Cathcart of Crimean War fame.

The men of the first ‘Snowy River Recruitment March’ left Delegate |6th January 1916.
The last train departed Bombala railway station at 12 noon on 26th March 1986.

In 1995 the platypus was adopted as the official emblem of Bombala.

In 2001 Bombala adopted the Lavender flower as the floral emblem for
the Bombala region.

Annual events tonote

Australia Day Celebrations - January
Cathcart Variety Show - February

Country Music Talent Quest - February
Delegate Show - March

Bombala Show - March

Platypus Country Month - October
Celebration of Motorcycles - November
Ando Pottery sale - November

Bi-annual Historic Engine Rally - November

Platypus Country Visitor Information Centre 02 6458 4622

Bombala Council 02 6458 3555
NPWS — Bombala 02 6458 4080
State Forests — Bombala 02 6458 3177
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