Free camping and public access dump points

Background

Our Association has no issue with the principle of “free camping”, provided it occurs in areas that
comply with all relevant regulations, and when it is allowable under law.

There are numerous places throughout the State where compliant free camping is available.

We believe it's important that a full range of services and experiences be available in the caravan
and camping sector, so that it can continue to appeal to such a broad and growing market.

Everything from free compliant sites in pristine natural environments to fully equipped holiday
parks!

We celebrate the growth of the RV industry and its increasing popularity, especially amongst the
retiree market. It’s a terrific way for people to experience the best of NSW/Australia.

Key facts

= NSW State government legislation sets stringent laws under which commercial caravan parks
need to operate. These laws help ensure the preservation of the environment and the safety of
guests/customers.

= Caravan parks in NSW are required under law (i.e. their approval to operate) to have a dump
point if they are in a location that is connected to sewer.

* In instances where small outback villages provide water/dump point facilities, Councils are
likely providing these because there is no small business operator or caravan park in town
providing the service.

= Governments at all levels normally provide services when there is market failure - i.e.
something is not being delivered because it is not being financially viable for commercial
businesses to provide these services.

There is no such thing as a free dump point or water service

= RV users create waste that needs to be discharged responsibly as they continue on their
travels, to ensure that the pristine natural environment is maintained.

= There is a cost for the _:mﬁwﬁgnﬂwﬂq;@%ﬁ@u Em.ﬂmsm:ﬁ and insurance of dump point and
water facilities used by travellers. \\\m /
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Free camping and public access dump poinis

= |f they can't be provided an equal playing field, these small businesses will not be able to
compete, and hence they will go out of business, with a resulting loss to the town of valuable
tourism infrastructure.

= Small business caravan parks are also an important part of the local economy. They employ
local people, pay local rates, and buy goods and services locally.

= Creating a business environment that allows local small businesses to flourish should be a
priority for local councils.

= |f Councils offer services for free in competition with local businesses it makes it extremely
difficult for these small businesses to remain commercially viable.

= A recent study demonstrated that for every $1 taken by a caravan park, $1.38 in economic

benefit flows on to the local economy.
Source BDO/CRVA study - fact sheet available.

= Another recent study demonstrated that commercial campers spend an average of $576 per
stay compared to an average of $213 spent by free campers. This means commercial

campers inject 2.7 times more money into the local town than free campers.
Source BDO/CRVA study to be released

Non-compliant campgrounds and potential environmental impacts

= Free dump points/water provision can be the catalyst for the establishment of non-compliant
caravan parks.

= Non-compliant, non-approved caravan parks have been known to spring up around dump
point facilities without regulations to ensure environmental protection, nor with any of the
mandated safety requirements under which commercial parks need to operate to safe guard
their guests.

= The ongoing maintenance of the facilities and rubbish removal creates a significant cost
impost on the local community, with ratepayers funding the cost of services delivered by the
Council.

= Dump points within a secure caravan park environment provide added vigilance to guard
against the potential misuse of facilities, which can lead to environmental degradation. The
dumping of substances such as formaldehyde is extremely damaging to waste systems as
well as the wider environment.

= Discharge of grey water from sinks, laundries and showers via hoses under vans and RVs will
increase nutrient loads into local waterways causing significant algal blooms including Blue
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Free camping and public access dump poinis

businesses, manufactured home communities, caravan, camping and RV dealers and
manufacturers, manufacturers of homes and those that provide services to these industries.

This gives us the collective strength of more than 640 caravan, camping, RV, Holiday Park and
manufactured housing businesses throughout NSW. We actively work for members to encourage
and promote the use of touring products, caravan parks and manufactured home communities
across government, businesses and the general public.

Disclaimer

The staff at CCIA & MHIA have used their best endeavours to ensure that all the information contained in this position paper is correct
at the time of publication and that the information has been obtained from reliable sources. We are not responsible for any errors or
omissions, or any outcomes as a result of a use of this information. The information is provided for general guidance on industry issues
only and should not be used as a substitute for legal or other professional advice.

Printed: Wednesday, 21 August 2013
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