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government eow busy braaking that ladder.”.

Mr Kaye said the leameg four-page cabinet docurment that named 27 TAFE sites across the state
10 be sold for a total of $62 3%y iIlion earmarked four Hunter campuses 1o be fully or partially
sold for $6.47million. )

This inciudes the sale of the Scone campus for $1. T¥sglion, which will move primary industries
training to the Kurri Kurri campus. .

The wastern side of the Muswelibbrook campus will be sold or “reu ad” in collaboration with
Muswellbrook Shire Council for $1.48million. The western side of the BelmoMsgampus will be
sold for $2.96million. which will require courses to be delivered either in other cammges or 1o a
limited extent in nearby leased facilities.Vacant land at the Glendale campus will be sold 1o
$860.000.

Dr Kaye said the proposed closures wouid reduce the access of a whole generation of Hunter
residents to education and training, particularty if they did not drive or have access to public
transport to travel to another campus.

He said many of the students who afttended TAFE needed the suppbrt of a face to face teacher
and physical classroom and would struggle with courses being moved online.

“It's fine for people who have experience in learning and who have language, literacy and
numeracy skills, but very bad for people who struggle with the use of computers and who will be
isolated without access to teachers,” he said.

“Many young people will have the chance of employment, the chance of building a life for
themselves taken away because the Baird government wants to cut its investment in TAFE.

“The Hunter ccmmunity is being robbed of its economic future and pathway to employment and
guality of life in return for more than $8million being ripped out by the government.”

Dr Kaye said the Hunter faced employment challenges and needed tools to continue building
the skills of its workforce. “Investment in public education produces a big return to the
community and to government, and nat just economically, but socially, too,” he said.

The ieaked document said TAFE NSW required a $54.5million increase in capital spending this
year to fund $32millicn for new projects.






