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Inquiry on the planning process in Newcastle and the broader Hunter region 
 
Additional questions: Mr Paul Broad, Chairman, Hunter Development Corporation  
 
1. Please confirm the dates and occasions on which Mr Hawes, as General Manager or 

consultant of the HDC declared a conflict of interest in relation to his ownership of 
properties in the vicinity of Wickham railway station;  

Response:  As recorded in the HDC annual declarations on the following dates: 

• 14 February 2011 

• 21 November 2011 

• 19 February 2013 

• 13 February 2014 

as recorded on the HDC pecuniary interest register.  

2. In relation to each instance in (1) please provide all supporting documentation;   

Response:  Copies of each declaration and copy of register provided as attachments A,B,C, D, 
and E. 
 
3. Please provide all minutes of the HDC Board on and from 1 January 2009 where the 

questions of Newcastle Urban renewal and/or the future or possible truncation of the 
Newcastle railway line were considered;   

Response:  For the purpose of determining which minutes include items relating to “where the 
questions of Newcastle Urban renewal and/or the future or possible truncation of the Newcastle 
railway line were considered”; the definition used is where the Board made a decision endorsing 
Newcastle Urban Renewal Strategy and/or the future possible truncation of the rail line. This is 
consistent with the limited decision-making role that the Corporation has on these matters. 
Accordingly, the following extract from the HDC Board meeting of 13 March 2009 is attached 
(attachment F) 

4. In respect of each instance in (3) please advise each occasion Mr Hawes was present and 
on each occasion he declared a conflict of interest together with all supporting 
documentation.  

Response:  A standing item on each HDC Board agenda is an invitation to disclose conflicts of 
interest in relation to agenda items. Mr Hawes was not employed at the Corporation at the date 
of this meeting. 
 
5. When was the Minister responsible for the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes ownership of 

properties in the vicinity of Wickham railway station;  

Response:  The CEO of the Corporation, being firstly the then Chief Executive of the Land and 
Property Management Authority and subsequently the then Director General of the Department 
of Planning and Infrastructure (as it was known at the time) were made aware through the 
declarations already noted, however it is not known if this information was relayed to the then 
Minister. 
 
6. How was the Minister responsible for the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes ownership of 

properties in the vicinity of Wickham railway station and in what form? Please provide all 
supporting documentation.  

Response:  As above (5). 
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7. When was the Board of the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes ownership of properties in the 
vicinity of Wickham railway station?  

Response:  The Chairman of the Board was informed via declarations made during the course 
of Mr Hawes’ appointment as was the Chief Executive of the Land and Property Management 
Authority (and Board member). This occurred in February 2011. Subsequently, the then 
Director-General of the Department of Planning and Infrastructure (also a Board member) was 
provided with the declaration. 

8. How was the Board of the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes ownership of properties in the 
vicinity of Wickham railway station and in what form? Please provide all supporting 
documentation.   

Response:  As above (7).  

9. When was the Board of the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes’ intention to increase his 
ownership in the property at 1-9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West from a 25% interest to 
a 50% interest?  

Response:  HDC does not have any process for capturing “intentions” of this nature. 

10. When was the Board of the HDC first advised that Mr Hawes’ increased his ownership in 
the property at 1-9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West from a 25% interest to a 50% 
interest? Please provide all supporting documentation.  

Response:  The increase was noted in the declaration of 19 February 2013 (refer attachment 
C). 

11. How was the Minister responsible for the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes ownership of 
properties in the vicinity of Wickham railway station and in what form? Please provide all 
supporting documentation.   

Response:  Declarations were made to the chief executive of the Land and Property 
Management Authority and subsequently to the Department of Planning. It is not known if this 
information was relayed to the then Minister. 

12. When was Minister responsible for the HDC first advised of Mr Hawes’ intention to 
increase his ownership in the property at 1-9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West from a 
25% interest to a 50% interest?  

Response:  HDC does not have any process for capturing “intentions” of this nature. 

13. When was Minister responsible for the HDC first advised that Mr Hawes’ increased his 
ownership in the property at 1-9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West from a 25% interest to 
a 50% interest? Please provide all supporting documentation.  

Response:  Declarations were made annually to the Department of Planning and Land and 
Property Management Authority. It is not known if this information was relayed to the then 
Minister. 
 
14. When Mr Hawes submitted draft ministerial correspondence to then Minister Hazzard 

office under his signature dated 27 February 2012 did Mr Hawes’ disclose his ownership of 
properties in the vicinity of Wickham railway station?  

Response:  No 

15. If the answer to (14) is yes please advise in what form the disclosure was made and 
please provide all supporting documentation.  

Response:  not applicable. 
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16. If the answer to (14) is no please advise why this conflict of interest was not disclosed.  

Response:  Declarations were made through the pecuniary interest register. 

17. Please note that in relation to these questions “HDC” is a reference to the Hunter 
Development Corporation including in its former name as the Honeysuckle Development 
Corporation.  
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Extract from HDC Declarations of Interest Register ‐ Robert John Hawes via Annual Declarations 

Name
Date of 
Declaration Document Item

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011
Appointments to other Federal, State and Local Government Boards, 
Trusts Advisory Councils or Committees

1. Community Reference Group, Burwood Beach Waste Water Facility, Hunter 
Water Corp
2. Member, Hunter Chapter Committee, Property Council of Australia

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011 Contracts Buildev / Jabstan Equity P/L ''Employment' contract, in process of being dissolved

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict

1‐9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West. Part owner through Meremen P/L, 25% 
interest, site for sale

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict

780 Hunter Street, Newcastle West. Part owner through Ledroc P/L, 7% interest, 
Investment property

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011 Other corporate offices which I hold where a conflict may arise
Hunter Business Chamber (Director) ‐ Board member, NFP. Also chair of HBC 
Regional Infrastructure Committee

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011 Firms/partnerships I am a member of wich may give rise to a conflict
Meremen P/L ‐ Director, Property owning entity. Ledroc P/L ‐ Director, Property 
owning entity.

Robert John Hawes 14/02/2011 Other interests which may give rise to a conflict
Jabstan Family Trust ‐ Trustee: operates Castlecrest Consulting, a locally based 
firm

Robert John Hawes 21/11/2011
Appointments to other Federal, State and Local Government Boards, 
Trusts Advisory Councils or Committees

Hunter Water Community Consultation Committee for Burwood Beach Waste 
Water System upgrade, Newcastle Council Merewether Public Domain Reference 
Panel

Robert John Hawes 21/11/2011
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict 1‐9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West. 25% interest ‐ Property ownership

Robert John Hawes 21/11/2011
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict 780 Hunter Street, Newcastle West. 7.5% interest. Property ownership

Robert John Hawes 21/11/2011 Other corporate offices which I hold where a conflict may arise Hunter Business Chamber (Director) ‐ Non‐executive Director

Robert John Hawes 21/11/2011 Firms/partnerships I am a member of wich may give rise to a conflict Fintraz Pty Ltd trading as Castlecrest Consultants ‐ Director
Robert John Hawes 21/11/2011 Other interests which may give rise to a conflict Property Council of Australia Hunter Chapter ‐ Committee member

Robert John Hawes 19/02/2013
Appointments to other Federal, State and Local Government Boards, 
Trusts Advisory Councils or Committees

Hunter Water Community Consultation Committee for Burwood Beach Waste 
Water System upgrade, Newcastle Council Merewether Public Domain Reference 
Panel

Robert John Hawes 19/02/2013
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict

1‐9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West. 50% interest. Property ownership ‐ 
currently leased; DA in place for redevelopment. Property has been for sale for 
some time.

Robert John Hawes 19/02/2013
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict

780 Hunter Street, Newcastle West. 10% interest. Commercial investment 
property currently leased.

Robert John Hawes 19/02/2013 Other corporate offices which I hold where a conflict may arise Hunter Business Chamber (Director) ‐ Non‐executive Director

ATTACHMENT E



Name
Date of 
Declaration Document Item

Robert John Hawes 19/02/2013 Firms/partnerships I am a member of wich may give rise to a conflict Fintraz Pty Ltd trading as Castlecrest Consultants ‐ Non‐executive Director
Robert John Hawes 19/02/2013 Other interests which may give rise to a conflict Property Council of Australia Hunter Chapter ‐ Committee member

Robert John Hawes 13/02/2014
Appointments to other Federal, State and Local Government Boards, 
Trusts Advisory Councils or Committees

Hunter Water Community Consultation Committee for Burwood Beach Waste 
Water System upgrade, Newcastle Council Merewether Public Domain Reference 
Panel

Robert John Hawes 13/02/2014
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict

1‐9 Beresford Street, Newcastle West. 50% interest. Property ownership ‐ 
currently leased; DA in place for redevelopment. Property has been for sale for 
some time.

Robert John Hawes 13/02/2014
Real property which I hold, or a body in which I have an interest 
holds, which may give rise to a conflict

780 Hunter Street, Newcastle West. 10% interest. Commercial investment 
property currently leased.

Robert John Hawes 13/02/2014 Other corporate offices which I hold where a conflict may arise Hunter Business Chamber (Director) ‐ Non‐executive Director

Robert John Hawes 13/02/2014 Firms/partnerships I am a member of wich may give rise to a conflict Fintraz Pty Ltd trading as Castlecrest Consultants ‐ Non‐executive Director
Robert John Hawes 13/02/2014 Other interests which may give rise to a conflict Property Council of Australia Hunter Chapter ‐ Committee member
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