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New South Wales

The Hon. Kerry Hickey MP

Minister for Local Government

Ref:
MIN:
Doc ID: AB3195
The Director
Eudlget Estimates
arliament House -
Macquarie Street RECEIVED
SYDNEY NSW 2000 21 NOV 7006 2 1 NOV 2006
GPSC's

Dear Sir

I am writing in reply to your letter of 13 November 2006 regarding the Inquiry
into the Budget Estimates 2006-07.

When officers from the Department of Local Government appeared before the
Committee on Friday, 10 November 2006 several questions where taken on
notice. | now enclose responses to those questions.

It should be noted that the information provided in response to a question from
the Hon D T Harwin MLC (page 19 of the transcript), regarding written advice
provided by the Investigations and Review Branch of the Department is limited
to the submission entitled ‘Hornsby Shire Council — Acquisition of Homnsby
Quarry'. The documents referred to in that submission are not attached as they
are already in the public domain.

The response also includes an amendment to the evidence provided by Mr
Garry Payne, Director General of the Department of Local Government.

Yours sincerely

Kerry Hickgy MP
Minister

Governor Macquarie Tower, 1 Farrer Place, Sydney NSW 2000
Phone: (61 2) 9228 3333 + Fax: (61 2) 9228 5551



GENERAL PURPOSE STANDING COMMITTEE No. 4
Portfolio Area: Local Government
10 November 2006
Response to Questions

Questions from the Hon D T Harwin

(page 19)

“Mr Payne, given the public interest in this matter, are you prepared to release
the written advice that was given to you by the investigations branch in relation to
this review?”

Answer
Yes. Copy attached.

(pages 21-22)

“Was it necessary to obtain legal advice on that compulsory acquisition?”

“... are you prepared to table the advice that was given to the Minister on the
compulsory acquisition?”

Answer
No additional legal advice was sought. The Department also relied on it's own
legal experts.

(page 39)

“During your recent review at the request of the Mayor of Hornsby Council of its
handling of the Hornsby quarry issue, did you find whether they had a plan of
management in place for the quarry?”

Answer
No attempt was made to review any management plan as part of the review - this
was not relevant to the acquisition processes.

Question from the Hon Dr A Chesterfield-Evans

(page 29)

“Did you look at the Gerard report, which said there were likely to be large
remediation costs because of the geotechnical problems?”

Answer
No. The loan approval process only looks at council's capacity to borrow, not
projects to be undertaken.

Questions from the Chair, the Hon J A Gardiner

(page 36)

“Can you provide on notice a list of the community groups that made
representations on the cultural cenire?”

Answer :
o Resident Action Network

o Kooloonbung Group

o The Community That Cares



{page 36)
“Did the member for Port Macquarie make representations in relation to that
matter?”

Answer
Yes.

(page 39)

“What is the budget in relation to inquiries conducted by the department, breaking
it down into reviews, public inquiries and investigations? Could you also give the
Committee the budget for 2006-077”

Answer
» Budget for 2006/07
o Inquiries - $60,000
o Investigations &Review Branch - $1,405,800

* Expenditure 2005/06
o Inquiries - $265,943
o Investigations &Review Branch - $1,247,882
There were also costs incurred in relation to reviews and public inquiries that are
not costed separately and are contained within other cost centres.

Amendment to Transcript

Mr Payne wishes to advise of a correction to this sentence {marked as red text) at
page 25 of the transcript:

“The Hon. DON HARWIN: How long has that project targeting preschool children,
those between the ages of one and four, been in preparation?

Mr PAYNE: Some months.
The Hon. DON HARWIN: It would have been in preparation in August 20067

Mr PAYNE: No, nothing formal. We were putting in place the SPOT program and
having it developed and committed, which we have done, We have made the first
payment on that. We then turmed our attention to children aged from one year to
four years. | can recall people from Victoria, which has a program for junior
people, coming up here after the estimates committee and talking about it.

The people from Victoria came on 26 July 2006, before the budget estimates
committee hearing of 28 August 2006.

The one-to-four year olds’ dog education program is still not resolved, as funding
has not been allocated. The Department received further details in early August
2006 and the Minister then adopted a formal position in support of a preschool
program in early September 2006.
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