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UPCOMING HEARING FOR UPPER HOUSE INQUIRY INTO 
RURAL HOUSING AND SECOND DWELLINGS REFORM 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
12 DECEMBER 2025 
 
The Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform will hold its third public hearing 
in Sydney on Tuesday 16 December 2025. 
 
On Tuesday, the committee will hear from a range of stakeholders including the NSW Government, the 
Law Society of NSW, Lydia's Legacy Southern Highlands Homelessness, Hawkesbury City Council and 
Progressive Project Solutions.   
  
Committee Chair, the Hon John Ruddick MLC stated: ‘One of the committee's primary tasks is to assess 
the draft model instrument State Environmental Planning Policy (Rural Housing) Amendment (Second 
Dwellings) 2025 (SEPP). Hearing from the Government on what housing delivery initiatives are currently 
being undertaken, and what they believe can be done to better support rural homeowners, would allow 
the committee to better understand the systems that homeowners are currently working within.’ 
 
The Chair continued: ‘Rising public support for second dwelling reform in areas such as the Hawkesbury 
local government area has led to existing local initiatives exploring low-cost bipartisan solutions to current 
restrictions on second dwelling construction on rural zoned properties. The committee looks forward to 
hearing how the current system can be better adapted to support rural homeowners and increase the 
supply of affordable housing.’ 
 
Hearing details   
  
The hearing will be held in the Preston Stanley Room at Parliament House, Sydney on Tuesday 16 
December 2025 and will commence at 9.15 am. To view the hearing schedule, please visit the 
inquiry webpage.   
  
Members of the public are welcome to attend the hearings in-person or watch via the broadcast live on 
the NSW Parliament website.   
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For further information please contact Committee Chair, The Hon John Ruddick MLC, on (02) 9230 2656  
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