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The NSW Legislative Council's Standing Committee on Social Issues is conducting an inquiry into the
state of live music in New South Wales, including in the regions.

Committee Chair, the Hon Dr Sarah Kaine MILC said "The inquiry will investigate the state of live music
across New South Wales, including an assessment of how far we've come since the 2017 inquiry into the
music and arts economy. The 2017 inquiry found that music venues were in crisis and struggling due to
restrictions around planning, liquor licensing and noise.'

The new inquiry will also examine the progress of the NSW Government's Contemporary Music Strategy,
as well as the 'Vibrancy Reforms' which address legislative, planning and other issues which affect the
live music industry.

The Chair went on to say: 'As well as assessing the current situation for live music, we are looking forward
to suggestions for improvements from music industry stakeholders. The committee is interested to learn
how we can establish and protect live music venues, increase audiences, support musicians' careers, and
reduce regulatory burdens. The committee is also seeking suggestions for government funding
mechanisms for a sustainable live music sector.'

Submissions to the inquiry are open until 27 February 2026.

Further information about the inquiry, including the full terms of reference, is available on the
committee's website.

-ENDS-

For further information please contact Committee Chair, the Hon Dr Sarah Kaine MLC, on 9230 2444


https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=2471
https://www.nsw.gov.au/business-and-economy/office-of-24-hour-economy-commissioner/vibrancy-reforms
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=3147

