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The Select Committee on Rural Housing and Second Dwellings Reform will hold its first hearing on 
Monday 3 November 2025 at NSW Parliament House.  

The committee will hear from a number of stakeholders involved in planning and housing, including 
Urban City Group, Better Planning Network, Housing Industry Association and several local councils 
from Greater Sydney and the Illawarra. The committee will also take evidence from other key 
stakeholders including NSW Farmers, Tenants' Union of NSW and the NSW Aboriginal Land Council.  

Committee Chair, the Hon John Ruddick MLC stated 'Current planning rules make it difficult for 
property owners to build a second home on rural properties. What is missing is a series of minor but 
impactful regulatory and legislative changes that empower landowners to build a second residence. These 
changes are proposed within the draft model instrument. All good reform needs to be carefully thought 
through, which is why consultation with key organisations, local councils, planning experts, and those 
likely to be most impacted is so important'. 

The Chair continued: 'The committee looks forward to hearing directly from a variety of stakeholders 
about how the current system can be better adapted to support multigenerational living, boost regional 
economies, and deliver affordable housing'. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the hearings in-person or watch via the broadcast live on 
the NSW Parliament website.  

For more information about this inquiry, including the committee membership and terms of reference, 
see the inquiry webpage. 
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