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The Upper House committee inquiring into the management of cat populations in New South Wales has 
handed down its report. The report's 10 recommendations address multiple aspects of cat management, 
including the importance of desexing and behaviour change programs to encourage responsible cat 
ownership and reduce the overpopulation of cats. 
 
The Chair of the Animal Welfare Committee, the Hon Emma Hurst MLC stated:  
 

"It is clear that the overpopulation of cats has serious impacts in New South Wales and that 
effective cat management strategies are urgently required. However, it is important that cat 
management programs are underpinned by sound scientific evidence to ensure that initiatives are 
effective and produce the desired outcomes." 

 
The Chair continued: 
 

"While the committee recognises that there are benefits to voluntary cat containment, the 
potential negative consequences of mandatory or punitive cat containment laws are likely to make 
them unworkable in New South Wales at present. It was apparent to the committee that there is 
currently insufficient evidence that mandatory cat containment and cat curfew laws are effective, 
and in fact they could have adverse consequences including on the costs imposed on councils 
and the local community during a cost of living crisis, and significant increases in euthanasia rates.  
The committee therefore encourages the use of education and behaviour change programs to 
foster the voluntary adoption of cat containment within the community." 

 
The NSW Government has three months to respond to the committee's recommendations. The 
committee's report and other inquiry documents may be found on the committee's website: 
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/committees/inquiries/Pages/inquiry-details.aspx?pk=3011  
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For further information please contact Committee Chair, Hon Emma Hurst MLC, on 9230 3462 
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