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Page 44 of Transcript

The Hon. JACQUI MUNRO: Are you seeing a rise in reports of digital vilification as opposed
to in-person or physical vilification?

DAVID HUDSON: 1 think the digital environment has influenced a broad range of criminal
activities, not just antisemitic incidents. | would suggest that they probably are increasing,
anecdotally. | don't have that data before us. We can certainly try and establish that and take
it on notice.

ANSWER

The data captured by the Engagement and Hate Crime Unit (the spreadsheet brought to the
Hearing on 4 July 2025) introduced an “Online Y/N” field in August 2024.

The introduction of this field indicates that instances of online hate were occurring with
enough frequency that it warranted data capture.

Page 45 of Transcript

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Thanks, Deputy Commissioner, for your evidence. On
that 9 October protest, it has been talked about in the media and, indeed, in this inquiry in a
very unitary sense. We've had people talk about a march from Town Hall, a march or protest
at the Opera House, where "they" chanted these things, as if to suggest that everyone
present at the event did those things. | understand that the event at the Opera House was
the subject of various video recordings. I'm wondering if you could take on notice, to the
knowledge of the police—and | understand there was an expert report done of a particular
video—how many people chanted that phrase "Eff the Jews" and how many people chanted
that phrase "Where's the Jews". Is that something you can take on notice for us?

DAVID HUDSON: I can. That particular investigation wasn't conducted under my command;
it was done through field operations as a protest activity. | know that there was some
suggestion that there were other forms of words used as well, which we can't identify on the
tapes, and we've had experts look at that. I'd have to take that on notice and get back to you.

ANSWER

The NSW Police Force engaged an expert who concluded with overwhelming certainty that
the phrase chanted during the protest, as recorded on the audio and visual files was
“‘where’s the jews” and not another phrase as otherwise widely reported.

The phrase was not able to be attributed to any particular individuals.

Page 46 of Transcript

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: With 11 per cent antisemitic. Are you able to tell us how
many of the 208 hate crimes led to charges?

JENNIFER HASTINGS: No is the short answer. We are back-capturing where legal charges
have resulted from the hate incidents or hate crime, but it's not a direct correlation. We can't
follow the thread, necessarily, here today to say 16 resulted in charges. We can say how
many charges occurred. | don't know that we have it back to 2022, because it's a back-
capture of information that we're—
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The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Yes, so 2020 we were talking about just then, | think.
JENNIFER HASTINGS: Yes, we don't have it back to then. We might have it from 2023
onwards, or 2022.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Can you take on notice how many led to charges in
20207 JENNIFER HASTINGS: Yes, but it's the time frames of getting that information.
ANSWER

112 legal actions were commenced for hate-related reports that occurred in 2020 for all
victim group categories.

Page 47 and 48 of Transcript

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Do you have a separate database that records how many
hate crimes were charged in 2020 in New South Wales?

DAVID HUDSON: No.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: You don't?

DAVID HUDSON: No.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Wouldn't that be an important thing to record?

DAVID HUDSON: Legal actions in relation to hate crimes?

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Yes.

DAVID HUDSON: There are legal actions in relation to crimes that are specified in the
Crimes Act.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: So you just do it by the offence provision number, or
whatever it's called, in the database?

DAVID HUDSON: | can give you, very easily, the legal action rate for the number of assaults
in New South Wales, sexual assaults—

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Sure, but not by hate crime.

DAVID HUDSON: No, because it's not a category in the Crimes Act.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And it's not otherwise marked in a distinguishing way in
the police database. Is that right?

DAVID HUDSON: In the police database it's a tag that, if an individual putting an event on
that system, the computerised operational policing system, believes that the cause of that
crime was hate or prejudice or bias, they will tick that box, that flag, which is then reviewed
by Mr Johnston's area, for accuracy. But any ongoing investigation or preferring of charges
goes through a totally different system.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: If you wouldn't mind taking on notice whether you can
somehow cross-reference them to work out how many charges, that would be good. For
2021, can you tell me how many hate crime allegations and hate incidents there were?

ANSWER

NSW Police can advise 112 legal actions were commenced for hate related reports that
occurred in 2020. To obtain further information relating to the detail of those actions requires
extensive manual review of records to retrieve and analyse the information, which cannot be
met within the timeframe required to respond to the question.

BRAD JOHNSTON: In 2021, again, hate crimes was 170 and the hate incidents were 377.
The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: What percentage of those were antisemitic allegations?
BRAD JOHNSTON: The Jewish reports were 61 reports, or 11 per cent. Again, another 11
per cent.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And then for 20227
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BRAD JOHNSTON: The hate crimes were 263 and the incidents were 568, and the reports
from the Jewish were 117, or 14 per cent.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And for 20237

BRAD JOHNSTON: Hate crimes, 431, and hate incidents, 906.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And then the percentage?

BRAD JOHNSTON: Twenty-two per cent.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And for 20247

BRAD JOHNSTON: Hate crimes, 479, and 1,156 for the incidents.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And then the percentage?

BRAD JOHNSTON: Twenty-seven per cent.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Do you have them for 2019 or 20257

BRAD JOHNSTON: We've got year to date for 2025, which is, hate crimes, 395, and hate
incidents, 726.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: That's for 2025, is it?

BRAD JOHNSTON: Yes, year to date. | don't have 2019.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Have you worked out the percentage increase in the two
figures, total, from 2020 to 2021, to 2022, to 2023, to 20247

JENNIFER HASTINGS: No.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: If you wouldn't mind taking that on notice, that would be
helpful, because there seems to be an increase every year.

ANSWER

e From 2020 to 2021 there was a 15% increase in all reports, a 18% decrease in hate
crime reports and a 41% increase in hate incident reports

e From 2021 to 2022 there was a 52% increase in all reports, a 55% increase in hate
crime reports and a 51% increase in hate incident reports

e From 2022 to 2023 there was a 61% increase in all reports, a 64% increase in hate
crime and a 37% increase in hate incident reports

e From 2023 to 2024 there was a 22% increase in all reports, an 11% increase in hate
crime reports and a 22% increase in hate incidents.

Page 50 of Transcript

Dr AMANDA COHN: | had a couple of follow-up questions relating to the database. | might
give you those questions first, in case you need to take them on notice or come back to
them. You haven't mentioned other victim groups of hate incidents and hate crimes. Could
you provide us with what the breakdown is of those other groups as well? | appreciate this
may need to be a table on notice, for example.

DAVID HUDSON: I think it will be. Specifically in relation to this Committee, | think it's
focused on antisemitic, so | don't think—I didn't think it was a review of the hate crimes
database, but we certainly can take that on notice.
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The table below shows the number of reports received from the victim groups that have consistently had the highest figures by group for the period
2021 — 2025.

There have been improvements in the categorisation of incidents. Data collection methods used in 2020 were not consistent with current
methodology. Consequently, data for 2020 has not been provided as it is not reliable for all victim categories.

Victim Group
Hate Hate
Year Reports . . . . . . . . .
Crime Incident | Aboriginal Asian Disabled Indian Jewish Muslim | LGBTIQA+ | Christian N/A Other

2025* 1262 450 812 20 74 4 49 405 128 147 19 73 343
2024 1635 479 1156 37 82 4 55 445 178 256 31 127 420
2023 1337 431 906 49 87 2 127 294 113 313 13 51 288
2022** 831 263 568 15 45 3 36 117 44 120 1 69 381
2021 547 170 377 10 48 1 54 64 19 82 44 225

*2025 figures are 1 January — 30 June 2025

**In 2022, 77 Information Reports were not categorised by Victim Group

In 2025 “Other” refers to African (10), Bangladesh (4), Buddhist (1), Catholic (4), Caucasian (27), Elderly (1), European (2), General Public (7), Homeless (3), Immigrant (2) Iranian (2),

Lebanese (3) Men (1), Non-Caucasian (208) Pakistani (1), Police (16), Political/Politician (26) Polynesian (1), Russian (1), Scientology (1), Serbian (1), Syrian (1), Ukranian (3),

Women (12), Blank (5)

N/A Generally refers to reports of incidents, where specific details are not known/provided or captured. For example, witnessing a fight where racist remarks are made but not

detailed. Such reports are often made via Crime Stoppers and may be made anonymously.
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Dr AMANDA COHN: It may have been a committee that I'm not present on. I'm just trying to
get my head around accurate figures while we've got all this time to today. | want to come to
a related issue in my community. | live in Albury. You're probably aware of the neo-Nazi
organisations based in Corowa and Albury. I'm deliberately choosing not to name them
because they would love the publicity if they were named on the record today. They
assembled at the war memorial in Albury in October 2024, and have had a number of
community appearances since then. | understand that at that incident in October, the police
dispersed that group but made no arrests. Are you aware of these organisations operating in
the Riverina and what is the New South Wales police doing to respond to this alarming rise
of neo-Nazism in our region?

DAVID HUDSON: That group has been of concern to us, although it's probably more active
in Victoria than here. Although Albury obviously has spillover from Victoria, the leadership
has always historically been in Victoria. People will remember a couple of Australia Days
ago—not this Australia Day that has just gone but last year's, in 2024—when they tried to
conduct a protest or a staging, and we turned them away on the train. We gave them a lot of
infringements in relation to transport offences. They had their faces disguised, and we had
them removed, lawfully, and photographed. They tried to convene the next day at a park out
at Marsfield, and the same thing happened. They were disbanded.

I'm fairly sure that group has disbanded itself and is turning itself into a political party. They
actually staged a protest here two weeks ago outside Parliament. They are turning
themselves into a political group with a political agenda of white Australia, | believe. | have
asked for advice following that protest—which | haven't received as yet—as to what exists of
the group that shall not be named, and whether the political affiliations and their attempts to
become a political force are replicated around the country with other subgroups of them. The
advice | got initially, which | haven't got in writing as yet, was that in New South Wales it is
ostensibly disbanded and following a political pathway. There was a protest outside
Parliament in Macquarie Street 10 days ago.

Dr AMANDA COHN: They came back to my attention in the last week because there were
another three reported incidents of antisemitic graffiti, including swastikas, in the Albury-
Wodonga region. At least one of these was in Victoria but | know that, locally, the Murray
River Police District have a very strong relationship with their counterparts across the river.
Perhaps it might be one to take on notice whether these are related to this particular
organisation or whether there's an unrelated, broader audience or broader movement
related to this group in the community.

DAVID HUDSON: | certainly will.

ANSWER

NSW Police is unable to give a definitive answer at this time based on the available
information.

Page 52 and 53 of Transcript

Dr AMANDA COHN: Moving away from this topic, | did want to ask about the anniversary
events for October 7 that took place in October 2024. | understand there were applications to
police for a number of different events, a rally and a candlelight vigil, and there were
applications made to prevent some of those events from going ahead. Could you speak to
those events from a police perspective and what transpired?
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DAVID HUDSON: I'm not responsible for those events—field operations is—so | don't have
visibility. | can certainly take that on notice as to what was submitted and what was rejected.
But | don't have visibility on that. It wasn't raised with me.

Dr AMANDA COHN: | appreciate you being able to take that on notice.

ANSWER

1. The Palestine Action Group (PAG) lodged a Form 1 Notice of Intention to hold a Public
Assembly and mobile march for Monday, 7 October 2024 at Town Hall. This was
contested by the NSW Police with a hearing set for the for the Supreme Court on 3
October 2024. Atthe hearing, the Form 1 was withdrawn with the Palestine Action
Group indicating that they planned to hold a static vigil in Town Hall Square at 6:00pm
with no march to be held. From 4:30pm on 7 October 2024, crowds commenced
forming near Town Hall for the static protest. An estimated 1200 persons attended. A
number of speeches were held by various speakers, and the crowd dispersed at
8:30pm. No march was held as agreed with the organisers.

2. A Form 1 ‘Notice of Intention to hold a Public Assembly’ was submitted by Stand 4
Palestine to hold a public assembly outside the Lakemba Mosque for 1000 persons
between 5:00pm to 6:30pm on Monday 7 October 2024. No march was to be held.
The event was not contested by NSW Police.

3. A Form 1 was submitted by the Zionist Council of NSW for a Pro-Israeli Memorial and
Commemoration Service/Vigil to be held at Christison Park Vaucluse on 7 October
2024 between 6:00pm and 9:00pm for 5000 persons. This was not contested by Police.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Just going back to the percentage of incidents that
related to the Jewish community, you've given, in answer to questions | earlier asked, a
percentage that relates to the combination of the two types of categories. So 11 per cent in
2020 was related to the Jewish community, and that is, | presume, 11 per cent of 208 plus
268—so0 the two categories. Are you able to take on notice for me the percentage of
complaints that relate to the Jewish community in each category for each year? For
example, in 2020, what per cent of the 208 related to the Jewish community, and what per
cent of the 268 related to the Jewish community?

DAVID HUDSON: Yes, we can take that on notice.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: And then on for each year, if that's all right?

DAVID HUDSON: Yes.

ANSWER
Jewish Community Reports
Year Total Hate Crime Hate Incident
2025 32% 36% 35%
2024 27% 53% 17%
2023 22% 35% 16%
2022 14% 33% 5%
2021 12% 32% 3%
2020 11% 19% 5%
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The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Just going back to questions that Dr Cohn asked about
the neo-Nazi movement, in terms of the Corowa event and then the event in Sydney that
involved the people on the train in masks or balaclavas, are you able to explain what
particular police powers were used in each incident to end those events? Was that move on
powers or was that charges?

DAVID HUDSON: Ultimately, they were move on powers, but there were infringement
notices issued for transport offences, | think, as well.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: They didn't have tickets or something?

DAVID HUDSON: Something. It was 18 months ago now. | can't remember this, but
certainly, ultimately, they were move on directions given.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Move on directions, yes. With the Corowa event—and
I'm mindful of section 200 of LEPRA, which I'm sure you're familiar with, that says that,
except in some circumstances, you cannot apply move on directions to a protest or
demonstration. Are you able to talk to, in respect of the Corowa event, what particular part of
section 200 was used to give a move on?

DAVID HUDSON: I'd have to take that on notice. | wasn't there and it was done by the local
police.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Also, in terms of the train event, are you able to take on
notice what particular type of move on direction was given?

DAVID HUDSON: | can because the Public Order and Riot Squad, which sits under me, was
certainly involved in the Australia Day incident, and | know we obtained fairly detailed legal
advice about what opportunities and options were available to us on that particular day. But |
can take that on notice as well and get back to you.

ANSWER

Regarding the Corowa incident on 12 October 2024, move-on powers were not used.
People dispersed without formal directions being given.

Regarding the train event, on 26 January 2024, NSW Police used powers available under:
e Part 6B of the Law Enforcement (Powers and Responsibilities) Act 2002 (Public
Safety Orders)
e Part 14 of Law Enforcement (Powers and Responsibilities) Act 2002 (powers to give
direction)
e Part 5 of the Passenger Transport (General) Regulation 2017

Sixty-one (61) persons were issued with Public Safety Orders precluding them from all

Australia Day activities in the Sydney Metro area or the North Sydney and Sydney City Local
Government Areas until 23:59 on 26 January 2024.
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