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Good morning Frances, 
 
It was so nice to meet you and the members of the CommiƩee that aƩended our property ‘Merotherie’ on 
Thursday aŌernoon. As per our conversaƟon please find aƩached the notes I used for my presentaƟon and 
copies of the photos I presented.  Also aƩached is a flyer from the Insurance Council of Australia. Also I have 
sent various minutes from ACEREZ and Energy Co asking  ongoing quesƟons about Public Liability Insurance. 
 
Notes re Energy Co Flyer 15Jan2025 – you will note on the map the entrance to the camp site is along the 
Merotherie Road from the Golden Highway to Birriwa Bus Route South, then enter the construcƟon site off 
Birriwa Bus Route South. The trucks are now entering through the gates off Merotherie Road and the 
northern end of the construcƟon site (where we menƟoned to the CommiƩee the endangered grass was 
located). You will note on the ACEREZ Monthly ConstrucƟon Update Dated March 2025 the entrance to the 
site has been altered to include the gates at the northern end of the Site. You will also note how the site 
looked when construcƟon first started, then what you observed on Thursday during your visit. 
 
On 12th May 2025, Jim and I met with the outgoing CEO of ACEREZ (Trevor Armstrong) and met the new CEO 
(Steve Masters) – aƩached our concerns. 
 
I look forward to further correspondence with you regarding this maƩer. 
Kind regards 
Amanda Bowman 



ACEREZ & Energy Co Meeting at Merotherie Property Tuesday 23rd July 2024 at 10:30 am 

 

 

Concerns and Questions 

 

1. Trespassing on Private Property – this has already occurred! Policing of traffic on local roads. It is not up to the 

landholders to police the traffic movement – GPS in vehicles? 

 

2. Fire Risk – our property has the hub and workers camp on south eastern side and Solar project on western side.  

How will you reduce fire risk? Will there be fire fighting access for RFS and will you have crews on site and trained 

to put out bush fires?  Evacuation plan for Camp – will this impact the local people that already have their 

evacuation plans in place? 

 

3. There will be 1700 people living within 6kms of our home (twice the population of Dunedoo). Mobile Phone 

service – impact on local community – needs to be upgraded to handle volume 

 

4. There is already a lack of Emergency Services in this area…we will need further Police, Ambulance, Doctors, 

Nursing staff – how will that be addressed? 

 

5. Alcohol free? Drug and alcohol testing? Safety to our children and the families living in close proximity to the Hub 

and Camp 

 

6. Water Access for Hub and camp? 

 

7. Waste Disposal? Sewerage, grey water, land fill rubbish, recycle rubbish? 

 

8. Animal safety – on property and local roads? These local roads are part of our day to day running of the property. 

LLS stock permits (animals have right of way)? Will be greatly impacted by the amount of traffic and people. Road 

safety for local people with increase in traffic?  

 

9. Golden Highway – this is the main road from South Australia, Western NSW to Newcastle. Property on both sides 

of the road – we need flashing lights and signs for stock crossing and machinery movement. Yards on northern 

side of Golden Highway to reduce stock movement on Merotherie Road & Golden Highway 

 

10. Upkeep on local roads?  Process for upgrading the Merotherie Road across the 1.7km flood plain – will the 

Merotherie Road be closed for a period of time and how long? Flood plain mentioned on numerous occasions in 

submissions etc…….here are a few photos! Our family has been moving stock over the flood plain and around the 

property since 1822 when first settled. 

 

11. Will the hub and camp be 24hour operational? Lights, generators, noise level? Motor bike track is on the other 

side of the proposed hub and we can hear the bikes here at the house. 

 

12. Insurance? We live in an area that is Agricultural land and when all this infrastructure is up and running it will be 

industrial – how will that work? 

 

13. Update our security system – who will pay for this? 

 

14. Trees – trees need to be planted on the Hub & Camp site all around our boundary to give us privacy.  

 

15. This whole CWREZ must be looked at as one, not lots of little projects! 

 

 

If you cannot answer these questions today, please send an email to us with the answers before too long and well 

before construction begins. 



 

 

Monthly construction update – March 2025 
 

Pre-construction minor works start in Merotherie 
 
ACEREZ started Pre-construction minor works at the Merotherie site on 7 February 2025 in 
preparation for the establishment of the temporary workforce accommodation and site 
offices. Construction of energy hub and transmission line infrastructure is expected to start 
around mid-year. 
 
Work in February included:  

• Deliveries of plant and equipment  
• Ground clearing of the construction 

site 
• Bulk earthworks to level and compact 

the site ready for construction  
• Delivery and installation of granular 

base layer  
• Preparation for the installation of site 

utilities 
• Bore water investigative drilling 
• Installation of traffic cameras at the 

intersection of Merotherie Road and 
Golden Highway to monitor road 
usage as required under the Project’s 
planning approval 

The Central-West Orana Renewable Energy Zone (REZ) Transmission Project will build new high-
capacity transmission lines, energy hubs and supporting infrastructure to transfer power 
generated by solar and wind projects to electricity consumers. The new infrastructure is expected 
to be operational by 2028 and will initially unlock up to 4.5 gigawatts of new network capacity. 

ACEREZ, a partnership of ACCIONA, COBRA and Endeavour Energy, has been appointed by 
EnergyCo as the preferred network operator to design, build, finance, operate and maintain the 
Central-West Orana REZ Transmission Project. 

Pre-construction minor works at Merotherie 



Work in March and April:  

• Deliveries, ground clearing and earthworks continue 
• An upgrade of the Merotherie Road-Golden Highway intersection is planned to start in 

late March/early April. We’ll let the community know about the upgrade and temporary 
traffic changes before work starts 
 

Work hours 

The work listed above is permitted to take place between 6am and 6pm, seven days a week. 
These activities are permitted under the Project’s planning approval to take place outside of 
standard work hours (Monday to Friday 7am to 6pm, Saturday 8am to 1pm). Noise levels have 
been modelled and are unlikely to affect residents. We’ll continue to monitor noise to ensure 
we are compliant. 
 
Work area map 

 
 

Community engagement events  

ACEREZ will be attending events including agriculture shows and market days across the 
region this month to provide information on the project and the opportunities it will bring. 

We’re here to listen and get your feedback as we deliver the transmission network 
infrastructure to power homes and businesses in NSW for generations to come. 



Come and visit us at events in Gulgong, Wellington, Coolah, Cassilis and Dunedoo. 

Gulgong pop-up  

Friday 21 March, 12 pm – 2 pm                                                             

Gulgong Community Hall, 112 Herbert Street, Gulgong 

Wellington Rotary Markets  

Saturday 22 March, 8 am – 1 pm                                               

Cameron Park, Wellington   

Coolah pop-up  

Friday 28 March, 12 pm – 2 pm                                                                     

Youth Community Centre, 10-12 Binnia Street, Coolah   

Cassilis pop-up  

Friday 28 March, 4 pm – 6 pm                                                           

Community Centre, 24 Buccleugh Street, Cassilis 

Dunedoo Show  

Saturday 29 March                                                                                           

Dunedoo Showground, Wargundy Street, Dunedoo  

For details of upcoming community events near you, please visit our website at: 
acerez.com.au/community 

 

 
24/7 Community Information Line 1800 298 379 

 

 
cwo.community@acerez-acjv.com.au 

 
PO Box 19 Dunedoo 2844 

 
www.acerez.com.au 
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Notes for CEO ACEREZ – 12th May 2025 

1. Huge impact on access to our home – dust, traffic, tar after project is finished. Our stock do 

have the right of way on the Merotherie Road to the Golden Highway (and across it to our 

other paddocks). Also south to Fenella. 

2. Flood Plain – 1.7km flood plain on Merotherie Road from Golden Highway to 300 metres 

past the Leo Nott Bridge. Huge impact with building up the Merotherie Road. Each flood has 

a different water course flow. Making a dam wall upstream as well. 

3. Merotherie Road being changed from gravel road to tar (asphalt) – when there is a flood, it is 

a very real possibility that the tar will be washed downstream into our agriculture paddocks 

and impact stock, crops, machinery. Whose responsibility to remove tar from our land? 

4. Security and biosecurity to our holding. Safety of our families, native fauna & flora, our stock 

and animals. 

5. Two sides of the ACEREZ camp adjoin our property. 1200 people living with 3kms of our 

home (bigger than the town of Dunedoo). Also 650 people camp to be built nearby (ACEN). 

6. Bush Fire danger. 

7. Public Liability. 

8. Transmission Lines, Energy Hub 

9. Our whole life is being turned upside down by the CW Orana REZ with little to no 

compensation. We have been promised things, but nothing in writing. 

10. Naming of the whole Project and Camp – Merotherie – we strongly object to using our 

property name. 



Leo Nott Bridge 2022 

 

  



Merotherie Aug22flood 

 



Talbragar River Bridge 5.12.2010 

 



Talbragar River crossing Leo Nott Bridge 5.12.2010 

 



Talbragar River foreground Cainbil Creek further away 5.12.2010 

 



Trees being Removed 

 



Trees different Angle 

 

  



Trees Riverbed 
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