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SEXUAL CONSENT EDUCATION: SUMMARY

Most young people aged 16-24 years reported having learnt at 

least a little about sexual consent while at high school.

However only around half of them thought that the information 

they had received was sufficient.

Females aged 18-24 years were least likely to feel they had 

received sufficient information.

Young people feel that information about sexual consent should 

be taught as early as possible in high school.

Year 7 is considered the most appropriate time to start teaching 

sexual consent and most feel it should begin by Year 10 at the 

latest.

Almost a quarter of young females feel this information should 

actually be taught in primary school.

It appears that this issue is being given increased focus current

high school students were more likely to have received education

on sexual consent than those who have left high school.





44

THE BEST AGE TO START TEACHING SEXUAL CONSENT
Over half of participants felt that consent should be taught in Year 7 or earlier, with females significantly 

more likely to feel this way (69%) than males (41%).

Q37 At what grade do you feel schools should begin to teach students about sexual consent? // Base: all participants aged over 16 that 

agreed to answer to questions regarding sexual consent (n=500)

17 16

12
10

1
4

1

23

11 11

7

0 1 0

10

46

39

31

22

13 13

2

7

2

Primary school Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 This should not be 

taught in school

School year to begin teaching sexual consent (%)

Total Female Male










