19 June 2025
PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE NO. 5 -JUSTICE AND COMMUNITIES

Principal Council Officer, NSW Legislative Council
NSW Parliament House

6 Macquarie Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Dear David Rodwell,

I would like to submit, on behalf of Tzedek Collective, further information for the Inquiry into
Antisemitism as per the supplementary questions provided below.

1. Would the IHRA definition of antisemitism or similar help in understanding and
classifying antisemitic speech?

Tzedek Collective would like to express our concern on the IHRA definition of antisemitism and
its impact on free speech and academic freedom, as well as confusing criticism of Israel with
hatred towards Jewish people.

The IHRA definition of antisemitism might seem legitimate at first glance; however, once you
read into the examples provided explaining its usage, one can see that what this definition
mainly centres around, is criticism of Israel rather than hatred towards Jewish people. This is
what political Zionism is about, using Jewish people to hide behind, while committing atrocities
which the International Court of Justice confirmed last year after decades of Palestinians and
allies screaming about it to deaf ears.

By the definition of IHRA Jewish activists of Tzedek Collective would be antisemitic for drawing
comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis when | compare the inhumane
conditions Israel has imposed on Gaza to those suffered by our Jewish ancestors in the ghettos
imposed on them under Nazi occupation in Europe in WWII. Something that is well documented
by now by many human rights groups, and which the International Court of Justice has
investigated, with plenty of research and long overdue. The inquiry will impact Australia’s global
standing, particularly in light of recent International Court of Justice rulings on Israel’s
occupation. Missteps will harm Australia’s reputation and international relations, as it should
abide by the ruling of the International Court of Justice and impose an arms embargo, an end to
all other commercial activities that may damage the Palestinians, and targeted sanctions,
including asset freezes, on Israeli individuals and entities involved in illegal occupation and
racial segregation and apartheid policies.

The IHRA definition of antisemitism sees criticism of Israel as hatred towards Jews. Many Jewish
people however, oppose and criticise the state of Israel quite harshly (in response to the scale
of violence by Israel itself). This definition of antisemitism does not take into account the
experiences and opinions of Jewish people with these views, which is, in our opinion,
antisemitic, as it does not allow diverse opinions among the Jewish community. It confuses
Jewish people with a state; in contrast, Jewish culture and history are so much more varied than
an allegiance to a state, even if it calls itself Jewish. Jewish people cannot be reduced to a state!
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Yes, there are Jewish people and established Jewish organisations who see Israel as their main
expression of Judaism. However, we should not be denied the right to criticise such opinions,
that is not antisemitism rather that is anti-zionism. Anti-Israel stances, which would be
uncomfortable to people holding such views, however, are not expressions of hatred to a person
or a group based on their identity but rather based on their opinions and political views. IHRA's
definition of antisemitism would not allow for the claim that the existence of a State of Israelis a
racist endeavour, which is how Tzedek Collective sees the project of Zionism and the creation of
Israel since the beginning. This is expressed clearly by Israe’s actions of ethnic cleansing
Palestinians of their land since its creation and even before and has accelerated this even
further now. One only need to read and listen to what many in the Israeli government are saying
to see how fascist and racist it is in plain sight, yet the IHRA definition of antisemitism would not
allow, on pain of being accused of antisemitism, when bringing this to light, if adopted. The
inquiry’s outcomes will set precedents that could lead to broader restrictions on civil liberties,
such as limitations on protests and increased surveillance of activist groups.

Adoption of the IHRA definition of antisemitism would silence pro-Palestinian groups. For
example, recently, a Jewish person was sacked from their work for their activism in the union in
support of Palestinian rights. Adopting the IHRA definition of antisemitism would make this even
more common.

The IHRA definition of antisemitism has been criticised by many for a long time. First by
Palestinian rights groups back in 2020, who stated that “the fight against antisemitism has been
increasingly instrumentalised by the Israeli government and its supporters in an effort to
delegitimise the Palestinian cause and silence defenders of Palestinian rights. Diverting the
necessary struggle against antisemitism to serve such an agenda threatens to debase this
struggle and hence to discredit and weaken it.” They have stressed that “the fight against
antisemitism must be deployed within the frame of international law and human rights. It
should be part and parcel of the fight against all forms of racism and xenophobia, including
Islamophobia, and anti-Arab and anti-Palestinian racism. Importantly they have correctly
pointed out that ‘there is a huge difference between a condition where Jews are singled out,
oppressed and suppressed as a minority by antisemitic regimes or groups, and a condition
where the self-determination of a Jewish population in Palestine/lsrael has been implemented
in the form of an ethnic exclusivist and territorially expansionist state. As it currently exists, the
state of Israel is based on uprooting the vast majority of the natives — what Palestinians and
Arabs refer to as the Nakba — and on subjugating those natives who still live on the territory of
historical Palestine as either second-class citizens or people under occupation, denying them
their right to self-determination.”

Later in April 2023, more than 100 Israeli and international civil society organisations asked the
United Nations to reject a controversial definition of antisemitism of IHRA because it is being
“misused” to protect Israel from legitimate criticism. They stated that the “adoption of the
definition by governments and institutions is often framed as an essential step in efforts to
combat antisemitism. In practice, however, the IHRA definition has often been used to wrongly
label criticism of Israel as antisemitic, and thus chill and sometimes suppress, non-violent
protest, activism and speech critical of Israel and/or Zionism, including in the US and Europe™.

Adopting the IHRA definition will have negative effects on free speech and academic freedom. It
could suppress important discussions on Palestine issues in university campuses. There is
some academic analysis of it as well for example by Jan Deckers and Jonathan Coulter from
2022 which concludes “that pro-Israel activists can and have mobilised the IHRA document for
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political goals unrelated to tackling antisemitism, notably to stigmatise and silence critics of the
Israeli government. This causes widespread self-censorship, has an adverse impact on freedom
of speech, and impedes action against the unjust treatment of Palestinians” and they
“recommend using one like the OED definition, as it has advantages in terms of simplicity and
equality” and “one that can equally be applied to other groups”. A more recent analysis by Neve
Gordon (2024) came to similar conclusions that “the IHRA definition of antisemitism serves as a
counterinsurgency tool aimed at shielding Israel from resistance to its oppressive form of racial
governance and, following its recent war on Gaza, from accusations of genocidal violenc™’.
There is a further report from European Legal Support Center and the British Society for Middle
Eastern Studies from 2023 with all similar conclusions and recommendations with detailed

analysis here.

One of the lead drafters of the IHRA definition of antisemitism, “Kenneth Stern appeared before
the House Judiciary Committee at the congressional hearing” in the US in 2017 where “the bill
would require the Department of Education to apply a specific definition of antisemitism when
investigating alleged cases of discrimination against Jews on college campuses”, to say that “it
“was not drafted, and was never intended, as a tool to target or chill speech on a college
campus.” Stern was particularly concerned about a section of the definition that listed eleven
contemporary examples of antisemitism, among them “denying the Jewish people their right to
self-determination” and holding Israel to “double standards” that were not expected of other
nations. As this language suggests, Stern believed that antisemitism could manifest as hostility
to Israel and Zionism. But he also believed that enshrining such a definition into law would have
dangerous consequences, exposing schools to civil-rights investigations simply for allowing
lectures, protests, or programs that cast Israel in a negative light. In fact, some groups had
already complained that courses critical of Zionism, and even films about Israel’s occupation of
the West Bank, amounted to discrimination, based on the I.H.R.A. definition. The proposed bill
was a clear threat to academic freedom, Stern warned, placing Congress in the middle of a
debate that it had no business adjudicating.” This important criticism can be read further in a
report by Eyal Press in The New Yorker article from earlier this year and criticism from Stern of
“outside groups for using the I.H.R.A definition to “silence anti-Israel discourse and speakers.”

Members of the Tzedek Collective have participated in student protests at universities such as
Sydney University, organising a traditional Jewish reception of Shabbat (Saturday Jewish
celebration) as part of the student protests asking their universities to divest from collaboration
with arms manufacturing, especially those involved in supplying arms to Israel that bomb
Palestinians in Gaza. We were welcomed very warmly, people were eager to hear about Jewish
traditions and learn about the nuance of Jewish cultures. Tzedek Collective has also
participated in many other protests and actions since October 2023 and before as an anti-
Zionist Jewish group and our members have felt safe in each one of them. This proves that anti-
Israel protests are not antisemitic, rather it is about protesting the atrocities such as
occupation, genocide, and ethnic cleansing that are inflicted by Israel on Palestinians. Those
who support Israel, essentially are supporting these actions and would understandably feel
uncomfortable with criticism. However, should we then stop criticism and protests against
other countries that commit atrocities such as Russia just because those who support Russia
feel uncomfortable or perhaps even unsafe?

Adopting a narrow definition of antisemitism will increase division and polarisation in our
society, and endanger Jewish safety too. Combating antisemitism effectively requires working in
partnership with other groups facing bigotry and discrimination and fighting all forms of racism,
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including Islamophobia and anti-Palestinian racism. We cannot fight only against one form of
racism in isolation, which is how IHRA sees antisemitism and the fight against it. Rather, we
should fight against all forms of racism in unison, as it is how it usually expresses itself.
Antisemitism is most dangerous from right fascist groups, which comes with islamophobia,
anti-immigration and other forms of racism. It is therefore imperative for all of us from these
marginalised and targeted groups to come together to combat it. IHRA's definition of
antisemitism undermines such efforts and thus aids racists. | would like to add that
antisemitism, as in hatred towards Jewish people, can exist in groups or people who are critical
of Israel, however, that should be treated as such. Criticism of Israel however is not
antisemitism; hatred of Jewish people is.

We would like to reiterate the importance of distinguishing between antisemitism and legitimate
political critique of Israel and Zionism. | call on the inquiry to carefully consider these
distinctions to avoid unintended consequences that may harm free speech and academic
freedom. It would also harm Palestinians and allies who are critical of the state of Israel for all
the suffering and injustices it has inflicted on them. And it would discriminate against Jewish
groups like Tzedek Collective, who are critical of Israel.

Sources:

e |HRA - https://holocaustremembrance.com/resources/working-definition-antisemitism

e |CJRuling on Israel Apartheid and Occupation https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-
releases/2024/07/experts-hail-icj-declaration-illegality-israels-presence-
occupied#:~:text=The%20Court%20added%20that%20Israel's,the%20return%200f%20
displaced%20people

e Amnesty International - Stop Arms Transfer to Israel
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/01/more-than-250-humanitarian-and-
human-rights-organisations-call-to-stop-arms-transfers-to-israel-palestinian-armed-
groups/

e Ruling of the ICJ Court of Justice - https://www.icj-cij.org/sites/default/files/case-
related/186/186-20240719-adv-01-00-en.pdf

e Sacred Heart sacks Jewish person for Palestine activism -
https://michaelwest.com.au/sacred-heart-should-get-a-heart-jewish-worker-sacked-
for-supporting-palestine/

e Palestinian groups criticism of IHRA -
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2020/nov/29/palestinian-rights-and-the-ihra-
definition-of-antisemitism

e Israeli and International groups criticism of IHRA -
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/04/human-rights-and-other-civil-society-groups-
urge-united-nations-respect-human

o WhatIs Wrong with the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance’s Definition of
Antisemitism? By Jan Deckers and Jonathan Coulter 2022
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9092927/

o Neve Gordon 2024
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/19436149.2024.2330821

e European Legal Support and the CENTER British Society for Middle Eastern Studies from
2023
https://www.brismes.ac.uk/files/documents/Freedom%200f%20Speech%20and%20Ac
ademic%20Freedom%20in%20UK%20Higher%20Education-BRISMES-ELSC.pdf
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e Kenneth Stern helped write a definition now endorsed by more than forty countries. Why
does he believe it’s causing harm? By Eyal Press 2024

e https://www.newyorker.com/news/persons-of-interest/the-problem-with-defining-
antisemitism

2. Is an antizionist political stance a new phenomenon in Jewish communities?

Opposition to Zionism from the Jewish community has existed as long as political Zionism has
emerged in the 19" century. Zionism was originally a fringe movement in Jewish European
communities and almost non-existent in Jewish communities in other parts of the world such
as in Arab countries in West Asia. Zionism has only gained popularity and was propagandised in
Jewish communities after the Holocaust, with the annihilation of Jewish communities in
Europe, and later had a spike in popularity after the 1967 war in Israel, when religious Zionism
emerged.

In Australia, the first Jewish Communities established here were non-Zionists or anti-Zionist
who rejected calls to support the Zionist movement, among them Sir Isaac Isaacs. Later on
Zionist emissaries to Australia have worked hard to turn the political stance of Australian Jewish
communities to be pro-lIsrael. As opposition to the increased adoption of Zionist ideology in
Australian Jewish communities, new organisations emerged, continuing Jewish anti-Zionist
opposition. “By the mid-late 1970s, the seeds of a hew generation of Jewish anti-Zionists were
planted in Australia, the US and the UK. Small anti-Zionist groups emerged, such as the
Australian Jews Against Zionism and Anti-Semitism (JAZA), formed by a small group of Jewish
Marxists in 1979 who saw Zionism as an attempt to turn Jews into a race or a nation, similar to
what Nazism tried to do to the Germans;” writes Zachary Foster.

This history is important to show that anti-Zionism is not antisemitic, rather it is a political
movement in opposition to Zionism. Jewish communities used to be overwhelmingly opposed
to the ideas of Zionism, and more recently, with the Zionist project being exposed for its violent
nature, there is a growing movement of anti-Zionist jews around the world. Tzedek Collective
was formed in response to the growing demand for anti-Zionist Jewish spaces.

Sources:

e History on Jewish anti-Zionism can be found in this article with additional sources
https://palestinenexus.com/articles/jewish-antizionism.

e History of Zionism and antiZionism in the Jewish community in Australia
https://www.jstor.org/stable/25834699 and in this article as well
https://jcpa.org/article/zionism-and-australian-jewry-before-1948-the-battle-for-
ideological-and-communal-supremacy/

3. How do you define Zionism and is it essential to Judaism and Jewish culture?

Tzedek Collective understands Zionism is a settler colonial racial project. Zionism is a settler
colonial movement and ideology that was born in Europe in the 1800s that came into being
through colonisation and through a relationship with European powers and European British
imperialism.

The notion of Zionism as settler colonialism is explicit in the early Zionist leaders' words. For
example, Herzl, one of the founders of political Zionism wrote in 1902 to infamous coloniser
Cecil Rhodes, arguing that Britain recognised the importance of “colonial expansion”:
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“You are being invited to help make history,” he wrote, “It doesn’t involve Africa, but a piece of
Asia Minor ; not Englishmen, but Jews . How, then, do | happen to turn to you since this is an out-
of-the-way matter for you? How indeed? Because it is something colonial.”

(found in ‘Bulwark against Asia’: Zionist Exclusivism and Palestinian Responses’ Nora Scholtes,
p. 9)

Nordau, Herzl’s right hand man, even rightfully called Zionist settlements in Palestine
“colonies”:

“Zionism rejects on principle all colonization on a small scale, and the idea of “sneaking” into
Palestine. The Zionists have therefore devoted themselves preeminently to a zealous and
tireless advocacy of the uniting of the already existing Jewish colonies in Palestine with those
who until now have given them their aid and who of late have inclined towards the withdrawal of
their support from them.”

Menachem Usishkin, chairman of the Jewish National Fund, was known for his calls to rid
Palestine of its natives:

“What we can demand today is that all Transjordan be included in the Land of Israel. . . on
condition that Transjordan would be either be made available for Jewish colonization or for the
resettlement of those [Palestinian] Arabs, whose lands [in Palestine] we would purchase.
Against this, the most conscientious person could not argue . . . For the [Palestinian] Arabs of
the Galilee, Transjordan is a province . . . this will be for the resettlement of Palestine’s Arabs.
This the land problem. . . . Now the [Palestinian] Arabs do not want us because we want to be
the rulers. | will fight for this. | will make sure that we will be the landlords of this land . . . .
because this country belongs to us not to them ... *“

Revisionist Zionist Vladimir Jabotinsky, in an essay titled The Iron Law (1925) wrote that:

“A voluntary reconciliation with the Arabs is out of the question either now or in the future. If you
wish to colonize a land in which people are already living, you must provide a garrison for the
land, or find some rich man or benefactor who will provide a garrison on your behalf. Or else-or
else, give up your colonization, for without an armed force which will render physically
impossible any attempt to destroy or prevent this colonization, colonization is impossible, not
difficult, not dangerous, but IMPOSSIBLE!... Zionism is a colonization adventure and therefore it
stands or falls by the question of armed force. It is important... to speak Hebrew, but,
unfortunately, it is even more important to be able to shoot - or else | am through with playing at
colonizing.”

The idea of colonising Palestine did not stay just in theory as words rather it was turned into
practice especially in since 1947-48 with Al-Nakba (Catastrophe) when more than 750,000
Palestinians were expelled from their homes and lands, not allowed to return, and thousands
massacred. A great source to start on the history is Ilan Pappe’s account in ‘The Ethnic
Cleansing of Palestine’. This process has been ongoing as outlined by Rashid Khalidi ‘One
Hundred Year War on Palestine’, with the current genocide in Gaza an intensification of the
process of massacres, expulsion and land grab. As Ronit Lentin writes in ‘Traces of Racial
Exception’ what we out to look for when examining Zionism is the outcome - ‘in the annals of
settler colonialism Zionism is an unparalleled example of deliberate, explicit planning, making it
particularly revealing for researching settler colonialism, where the logic of elimination involves
careful forethought but doesn’t depend on it. Palestinian entitlement, Wolfe insists, does not
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depend on whether it can be shown that, somewhere in Europe, Jewish theorists imagined
expelling the Natives from the land of Zion. What matters is the outcome’ (p. 14).

Zion, the Land of Israel, Jerusalem all are part of Jewish religion for millennia however these
places and concepts were understood as holy places and ideas for contemplation within
oneself rather than political ideologies which is what political Zionism that emerged in the 19th
century made these religious Jewish concepts to be. This political ideology sadly has been since
the beginning a settler colonial racist ideology that used Judaism to further its agenda.

We at Tzedek Collective see and practice Judaism as one that rejects Zionism. As explained
above Zionism is a settler colonial movement, whereas we see Judaism as a religion and a
culture as practised in various Jewish communities. Zionism, specifically as a political settler
colonial movement it is understood as in modern times, did not exist prior to the 19" century in
Jewish communities. At Tzedek Collective we focus our Jewish values of tzedek, tikkun olam
and v’ahavta. Our name, Tzedek, is often used in contexts of charity or righteousness, but more
accurately describes justice work as a moral obligation. Tikkun olam, or repairing the world,
refers to our obligation to heal the world by righting the wrongs we see around us, however we
can. The Jewish value of v’ahavta comes from the phrase “v’ahavta l'reacha kamocha”, meaning
“love your neighbour as yourself”. As Jewish activists, we interpret this phrase expansively — all
people are our neighbours and loving is not just an emotion we feel, it is something we

actively do. Itis not enough to think well-meaning thoughts; we must act towards collective
liberation.

Sources:

e https://palestinenexus.com/articles/jewish-antizionism

e https://www.jphilll.com/p/equating-zionism-and-judaism-hurts

e Rashid Khalidi ‘One Hundred Year War on Palestine: A history of Settler Colonialism and
Resistance 1917-2017’

e |lan Pappe ‘The Ethinc Cleansing of Palestine’

e Ronit Lentin ‘Traces of Racial Exception’

e https://www.tzedekcollective.com/points-of-unity/
Have you or other members of the Tzedek Collective attended pro-Palestine
protests and are they antisemitic in your view?

Tzedek Collective has attended numerous pro-Palestine protests, as well as members on their
own accord. Tzedek Collective members were invited as speakers at the multiple protests and
have led Jewish prayers in a couple of multi-faith actions related to Palestine. We have always
been treated with respect, felt welcomed and even further our presence as anti-Zionist Jews is
greeted with appreciation and others have expressed their gratitude to us. We did not encounter
antisemitism from the organisers or generally at the protests. The essence of the protests has
always been one of solidarity with each other and an anti-racist stance, including fighting
against antisemitism, for example, by reminding participants of this in speeches. We are all
there with one goal to fight against settler-colonialism and to stop occupation and genocide.

5. How many members does your organisation have?

We do not currently have formal membership; rather, we are a collective of like-minded
individuals who volunteer their time to foster an anti-colonial and anti-Zionist Jewish
community. We have run events for various Jewish holidays in the past few years and have been
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drawing approximately 100 attendees on various occasions for both religious and cultural
events as well as political activism, with growing interest.

6. You assert that Zionism “strives for Jewish supremacy.” Isn’t this an antisemitic
trope in and of itself — accusing Jews of seeking global domination?

The facts on the ground are that there is a regime of Jewish supremacy from the Jordan River to
the Mediterranean Sea, creating an apartheid between Jewish Israelis and Palestinians as one
of the manifestations of settler colonialism. The report by B’Tzelem, the Israeli Information
Center for Human Rights in the occupied Territories, from 2021 outlines the details of
manifestations of the apartheid system, showing the Jewish supremacy in this regime of
control. If you are a Jewish Israeli, you are entitled to many more privileges than Palestinians
living right next door. Palestinians themselves are divided and separated into various categories
depending on location, with varied degrees of control imposed over them by the Israeli state.
The privileges extend not just to Israeli Jewish citizens but also to Jews who are not citizens of
Israel by the ‘right of return’ law, allowing any Jew, or one that is considered as such by the
Israeli state, to immigrate and receive monetary incentives for that too. At the same time,
Palestinians living in other countries, usually due to their parents or grandparents being direct
refugees from the expulsions from their homeland by the Zionists in 1948, cannot immigrate to
the area between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River, even if they, their parents or their
grandparents were born and lived there. This is the Jewish supremacy we are referring to, and it
is not a trope when we talk about a specific case of supremacy in Palestine. With this we are not
implying that supremacy is inherent to Jews. And as stated in our previous responses, we
therefore see Zionism not as Jewish but rather as a racist settler colonial movement.

Sources:

e https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
e https://www.alanalentin.net/2015/04/14/the-opposition-to-anti-zionism-as-
antisemitic-philosemitism/

7. Why does your submission conflate Jewish self-determination as an extension of
white supremacy?

Although seeing Zionism as Jewish self-determination is a popular understanding of the term,
the reality on the ground has been, since the beginning of Zionism, the colonisation of the land
of Palestine by expelling, occupying, and massacring the indigenous population.

When Zionists claim that Zionism is just Jewish self-determination, what are they leaving out of
their story?

At what cost was Israel established?
What happened to the society that already existed when the first Zionist settlers arrived?

Is the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians and the colonisation of their lands not worth mentioning
in this context?

Furthermore, is it intellectually honest to frame objections to these atrocities as objections to
Jewish self-determination as a concept?

Everybody should be able to determine their own destiny, but not at the expense of the
oppression of others. Palestine has always been home to countless refugee populations, the
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idea that the Jewish people fleeing persecution could find a safe home in Palestine was never
the issue. The issue is when Zionists did not want to be equals but above the native population,
hence the Zionist State of Israel is a racist white supremacist endeavour.

White supremacy was part of the ideology of Zionism from the beginning, as exemplified the
founders of Zionism referred to and thought of the indigenous inhabitants of Palestine. For
example, in discussing whether Argentina or Palestine ought to be the location of Zionist
colonization, the founder of the Zionist Organization, Theodor Herzl, claimed the Jewish state in
Palestine would be “a portion of the rampart of Europe against Asia, an outpost of civilization as
opposed to barbarism.” (Theodor Herzl "The Jewish State" Der Judenstaat 1896, p. 12). Such
white supremacist discourse is deployed to justify the colonization of Palestinian land and the
untold violence that it entails.

Zionism is a European-based colonial race ideology and, colonial movement. it’s a political
ideology which puts race at the center, without calling it race, early Zionists themselves thought
of the Jews as a race apart, not very unlike the Nazi Germans, or even people in Europe before
the Nazi regime, thought of the Jews as an inferior race, but as people apart. Now, being a
people apart is not something new to Judaism, because if you look at a lot of what’s in the Bible,
| mean, there is this sense of an apartness, a purity, and this was picked up by some of the
Zionist ideologues from Theodor Herzl to Max Nordau to Pinsker to Moshe Hess to Arthur Ruppin
and to some others who saw Jews as a race apart, and aspired to create this race apartin its
own homeland. Without actually looking at what Zionists themselves wrote about Jews being a
race, we really cannot understand the nature of Zionism. And this goes together with the notion
of supremacy.

We see Jewish self-determination to be found wherever Jews reside based on the principle of
doikayt (hereness). And we reject the notion that Jewish self-determination should be at the
expense of the indigenous population of Palestine that have inhabited the land for generations.

Sources:

e https://criticalzionismstudies.org/2024/05/13/zionism-and-anti-zionism-with-
ronit-lentin/

e https://al-shabaka.org/commentaries/the-continuation-of-zionist-settler-
colonialism/

e https://matzpen.org/english/1972-02-10/zionism-and-anti-semitism/

e https://matzpen.org/english/2018-10-24/why-israel-is-a-racist-state/

e https://decolonizepalestine.com/myth/zionism-is-not-colonialism-just-jewish-
self-determination/

8. You assert synagogues forfeit their religious sanctity and therefore implied
protection by supporting Israel. Do you believe that places of worship should be
denied protection based on the political views of their congregants?

As antizionist Jews we see support for the Zionist state of Israel, for all the reasons outlined in
previous answers, to be antithetical to Judaism and therefore sacrilegious. Yet this stance does
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not mean the removal of protection of rights that any citizen or place is afforded by the
government just because of their political views, notwithstanding our opposition to it. The issue
is that synagogues have already been afforded extra protection further than other places of
worship, and this committee has from the outset in its point of reference is recommending even
further security measures on top of that.

These extra measures are unnecessary first since we call into question the increase in
antisemitism and second as we see the fight against antisemitism as integral to be as part of a
broad fight against all racisms, which is done with education and fostering solidarity among
different communities rather than with security and punitive measures.

First, as has been presented to the committee in the hearing and submissions from other
groups the reports on antisemitism are quite questionable, specifically reports by Zionist
organisations such as the report by Executive Council of Australian Jewry (ECAJ) for 2024 shows
many examples that are anti-Israel or anti-Zionist while putting them in the same category as
antisemitic incidents. This deliberate conflation demonstrates that ‘there is no credible,
independently sourced evidence of record levels of antisemitism on university campuses’ and
highlights that need for the reports on antisemitism to be fact-checked as researcher Emma
Thomas investigates. Although one can assume an increase in antisemitism it is part of the
broaderrise in racism and is increasing with islamophobia as well, yet the fact that
islamophobia is not being scrutinised to the same extent leads us to conclude that what this
committee is looking at instead is suppression of speech and political protest. We disagree that
synagogues or other places of worship should be exempt from political protest in their
surroundings.

Itis also clear that specific groups of people are being wrongly targeted as the reason for the
supposed increase in antisemitism above other racisms, specifically the Muslim community
and pro-Palestine advocates. This only serves racists and Zionists, as they hide behind Judaism
and antisemitism to suppress their critics.

Sources:

e https://www.ecaj.org.au/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/ECAJ-Report-Anti-
Jewish-Incidents-Australia-2024-1.pdf

e https://michaelwest.com.au/facts-and-evidence-missing-in-claims-about-
increasing-antisemitism/

e https://islamophobia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Islamophobia-in-
Australia-Report-5.pdf

9. Would you say mosques lose their religious sanctity and therefore implied
protection should they support Palestine?

As mentioned in the previous answer, we do not consider a political stance to be a reason for
the removal of protection, nor have we implied this point.

Sincerelly,

Shulamit Kirovsky
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