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Thank you for the opportunity to address questions on notice, following from the 
Jewish Council of Australia’s expert testimony to the Portfolio Committee No. 5’s 
inquiry into antisemitism in New South Wales. Below we address the questions in 
turn.  

(1) In your submission, you caution against adoption of the IHRA Working 
Definition of Antisemitism. Can you elaborate on the risks of adopting the 
definition in a legislative, policy, or other capacity? 
 
The Jewish Council urges the Inquiry to avoid utilising overly broad definitions of 
antisemitism, such as the International Holocaust Remembrance Association (IHRA) 
definition, which conflate Jewish identity with support for Israel. This issue is 
explored in the Jewish Council of Australia’s submission to the Federal Inquiry on 
antisemitism at Australian universities. Definitions such as this risk equating 
legitimate political discourse with antisemitism, undermining efforts to address 
antisemitism. The NSW Government should not seek to adopt contested, unwieldy 
or overly complicated definitions for every form of racism. It should instead operate 
from principles of anti-racism and anti-prejudice.  
 
Advocates of the IHRA definition like to present it as having consensus support, but 
this is far from being the case. The IHRA definition has been criticised by Jewish 
groups, leading international organisations, Jewish and Israeli scholars in Holocaust 
and Jewish Studies, scholars of Middle East Studies, academic associations, UN 
special rapporteurs, legal and human rights organisations including the American 
Civil Liberties Union and Human Rights Watch, and Palestinian and Arab academics 
and students. 
 
Even Kenneth S. Stern, the original draftee of the IHRA definition, warned against its 
adoption by universities and governments. Stern writes: “that’s one of my deepest 
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concerns about the use of IHRA today as the answer for antisemitism. Beyond the 
legal and the free speech concerns, and the inevitable backfiring of creating free 
speech martyrs, using IHRA as the way to approach antisemitism actually restricts 
our ability to be effective in confronting antisemitism. We need a wider lens, not a 
narrow one.” 
 
Risks of adopting the IHRA definition are below. This is not an exhaustive list:  

-​ Organisations might adopt the IHRA definition without understanding its 
implications and the ways it is used to suppress speech on Palestine 

-​ By equating criticism of Israel with antisemitism, the IHRA definition diverts 
focus from the rising rates of antisemitic threats by the far-right  

-​ The definition is used to explicitly target critics of Israel, due to its expressed 
conflation of antisemitism and criticism of the State of Israel 

-​ It has implications for peoples’ inalienable rights, such as the right to free 
speech and freedom of expression, as outlined in expert opinion critical of the 
definition  

-​ Per the definition’s drafter Kenneth Stern in his submission to US Judiciary 
Committee, the IHRA definition does not actually address the core roots of 
antisemitism, and is used primarily to stifle political speech on Palestine 

 
(2) How many members does your organisation have? 
 
The Jewish Council has 2 Executive Officers, 6 Executive Members and 12 Advisory 
Committee members. We have over 1000 Jewish supporters who have signed onto 
our Statement of Core Values and more than a dozen Jewish Council discussion 
groups, with 200+ Jewish participants (and growing), across Australia. 
 
The Jewish Council has maintained from our formation that no one organisation can 
speak for the whole of the Jewish community: our community is not a monolith, and 
we represent Jewish people who support Palestinian human rights and are not 
represented by pro-Israel Jewish organisations. 
 
(3) Why has your organisation been registered in Queensland? 
 
We are a national organisation that operates across Australia including in 
Queensland. 
 
(4) How does your organisation have any credibility on combating 
Antisemitism after your Executive Officer’s use of the “Dutton’s Jew” slur at 
QUT earlier this year? 
 
We are not clear what part of ‘Dutton’s Jew’ is a slur. Does the Inquiry committee 
suggest that ‘Dutton’ is a slur, or that ‘Jew’ is? The Jewish Council resolutely 
disagrees that either of these are slurs.  
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Sarah Schwartz’s speech criticised opposition leader Peter Dutton, and global 
far-right leaders, for their cynical misuse of Jews to push their own agendas. Ms 
Schwartz faced a racist campaign by right-wing figures and media outlets following 
this speech, who engaged in a broad disinformation smear campaign.  
 
We recommend the Inquiry committee read her response in The Guardian. Here is 
an excerpt: “This week I’ve faced a relentless smear campaign by the Murdoch press 
and pro-Israel lobby groups for making this point during a comedy debate, and 
ridiculing Dutton and the Coalition’s imaginary conception of Jewish people as 
“Dutton’s Jew”. The smear campaign against me, which deliberately misinterprets 
my presentation, concocting a fantasy of it that is completely divorced from reality, 
proves my point: the right will go to great lengths to silence any Jew who does not fit 
into their mould.” 
 
We also recommend the Inquiry read these articles in the Sydney Morning Herald / 
the Age, and Crikey, which set out the nefarious are racist nature of the campaign 
against Ms Schwartz.  
 
(5) You support a “holistic” anti-racism approach. If there was a 339% rise in 
attacks against one groups – say Muslim or Asian populations, would you say 
the solution is to address all racism equally? 
 
Without a doubt, rates of racial prejudice are rising in Australia. The Islamophobia 
Register report (date span Nov 2023-Jan 2024) found a 250% increase of reported 
online incidents and a 150% increase in in-person incidents, averaging nearly one 
Islamophobic in-person or online incident every day of the 700 days for the report 
period. We have also seen an increase in racism against Indigenous people, 
heightened after the failed referendum.  
 
The Jewish Council advocates for a coalition-based approach to address racism and 
prejudice in Australia, rather than prioritising one form of racial prejudice over 
another or placing different racialised groups in competition with one another.  
 
(6) Why should Jewish people not be afforded urgency when their schools, 
synagogues, and homes are being firebombed? 
 
Jewish people, like all people, deserve to live in safety, protected from violence, 
prejudice, and harm. This is something that the Jewish Council is committed to: 
dignity, equality, and freedom for all.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jewish Council of Australia 
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