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INQUIRY INTO ANTISEMITISM IN NEW SOUTH WALES 

Hearing: 19 May 2025 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY QUESTIONS  
 
 

Australian Jewish Association  
 

(1) In your submission you identify three key sources of antisemitism: far-right, far-left, and 

Islamic. You also refer to a fourth: Jewish voices who endorse antisemitic narratives. Can 

you expand on that – what impact do fringe anti-Zionist Jewish groups have on community 

safety? 

(a) Why are they so frequently cited to legitimise antisemitic content? 

(2) As discussed at the hearing I am concerned your organisation may be worsening 

antisemitism in the community, including through divisive and extreme rhetoric that 

conflates criticism of Israel with antisemitism. On 4 December the Facebook page operated 

by your organisation posted a video of a protest in Castlereagh Street in Sydney and added 

text saying it depicted an “anti-Jewish protest calling for an antisemitic boycott” and that 

“the antisemites were protesting a Jewish community event related to education”. This 

seems to be an inaccurate and partial description of both the event and the protest. The 

protest was organised on the basis that the event was publicised as featuring an Israeli 

Defence Force speaker and related to ‘Technion’ and its established role in supporting 

Israel’s military industries. The event was initially publicised by the organisers in the weeks 

leading up as taking place at an undisclosed location and that the speakers would include an 

IDF soldier reporting on experiences fighting in Israel’s war in Gaza and David Weinberg, 

from The Institute for National Security & Zionist Strategy. (His speech was promoted as 

titled “Israel’s Resilience and Determination to Win”). The protest was organised in the 
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weeks leading up to the event and publicised when the location of the event was yet to be 

announced. On the day of the event the location was announced as the Great Synagogue. 

In light of these facts as stated, and assuming them to be the case: 

(a) What does your organisation say to the suggestion that it deliberately provided a partial 

and unfair description of the protest (by omitting reference to the fact the protest was 

related to the IDF in the ways described above and was arranged before the location 

was announced) in a manner that tends to conflate legitimate criticism of Israel and 

antisemitism?   

(b) Does your organisation stand by the post? 

(3) On 10 October 2023 the Facebook page operated by your organisation posted a video and 

added text saying it depicted a “Muslim mob of 100s” chanting “Gas the Jews” at the Sydney 

Opera House on 9 October 2023. NSW Police later determined that chant was never said.  

(a) Who posted that video? 

(b) Who created and/or edited that video? 

(c) Who added the subtitles? 

(d) What inaccuracies does your organisation accept were in that post?  

(e) Were these inaccuracies deliberate? 

(4) At the hearing I asked Mr. Robert Gregory about a post made on the Facebook account of 

your organisation on 25 February.  

(a) Having had the time to consider the post does the organisation now accept that it 

endorses and promotes ethnic cleansing of Palestinians? 

(b) Does your organisation accept in stating “it is the only solution says Micah Avni and 

he should know” that your organisation was endorsing the concept of ‘moving the 

Arabs’ away from Israel? 

(c) Does your organisation accept that that part of the post was not in quotation marks 

and was therefore suggestive that your organisation endorsed the suggestion? 

(d) Does your organisation accept that in including examples of ‘population movements’ 

through history your organisation was suggesting ethnic cleansing of Palestinians 

would be legitimate?  

(e) Who created and posted the post? 
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(f) Does your organisation stand by this post?  

(5) On 9 September 2024 the same Facebook page published a post headlined “ARAB 

“PALESTINIANS” JUST LOVE KILLING JEWS” which cast doubt on whether 

Palestinians are a valid people through the use of quotation marks and generalised that they 

have a “culture which loves death as we love life”. These statements are made without 

qualification and seem intended to stereotype and demean all Palestinians. 

(a) Does your organisation stand by this post?  

(b) Who created and posted this post?   

(6) Your organisation’s rules, provided to the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 

Commission (ACNC), state your organisation will, “promote mutual respect and tolerance 

between groups of people in Australia by actively countering racism and bringing widespread 

understanding and tolerance among all sectors of the community”.  

(a) Can you explain how the social media content created by your organisation does this? 

(Including for example the content that stereotypes Arabs and Muslims and 

encourages ethnic cleansing detailed above?). 

(b) Is your organisation acting consistently with what it had told the ACNC are it purposes 

and organisational principles? 

(7) One widely accepted definition of a ‘hate group’ is “An organization whose goals and 

activities are primarily or substantially based on a shared antipathy towards people of one or 

more other different races, religions, ethnicities/nationalities/national origins, genders, 

and/or sexual identities. The mere presence of bigoted members in a group or organization 

is typically not enough to qualify it as a hate group; the group itself must have some hate-

based orientation/purpose”.  

(a) What does your organisation say to the suggestion it constantly promotes hatred 

against Palestinians, Arabs and Muslims and is therefore a hate group? 

(8) Who are the people who in the years 2023, 2024 and 2025 who have been able to post 

content on the Facebook account that operates in the name of the Australian Jewish 

Association? 

(9) Does your organisation have a system in place of vetting of posts or proposed posts on your 

organisation’s social media?  

(a) If so, can you please detail it? 
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(10) Records maintained by the ACNC show that your organisation in 2023 paid ‘management 

fees’ of $39,236.61 and in 2024 paid ‘management fees’ of $88,450.00.  

(a) Who received this money?  

(b) What was it specifically payment for? 

(c) Why did it increase so significantly from one year to the next? 

(11) Records maintained by ACNC show that your organisation received donations in 2023 of 

$250,523.02 and in 2024 of $216,975.00.  

(a) Who were the individuals or organisations who donated these monies? 

(12) Has your organisation supported financially, or acted to arrange financial support for, any 

activities undertaken by Israeli citizens in lands captured by Israel during the 1967 war?  

(a) If so, what activities?  

(13) Has your organisation to your knowledge ever failed to comply with the legal regulation that 

applies to it by virtue of being a registered charity? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We don’t propose to correct the numerous errors in the supplementary questions aside from expressing our disgust and 
disappointment that a hearing on antisemitism has been hijacked this way. We are particularly concerned by the implicit suggestion 
that Jewish individuals or organisations are responsible for antisemitism, a notion that is offensive and dangerous. 
 
We note that Premier Chris Minns has previously reprimanded the questioner, Mr Stephen Lawrence MLC over some of these issues. - 
https://www.australianjewishnews.com/minns-slaps-down-mp-who-questions-veracity-of-gas-the-jews-footage/  
 
We have conveyed to the Premier our view that Mr Lawrence is an unsuitable representative on this committee and is undermining 
the NSW Government’s record on antisemitism.  
 
We also note that whoever prepared the questions for Mr Lawrence mistakenly directed several of them to the Australian Jewish 
Association Tzedakah which is not a participant in the inquiry.  
 
 
 
Robert Gregory  
Chief Executive officer  
Australian Jewish Association  
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