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The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: ['ve seen on the social media of the AJA, as part of preparing for
the hearing, things that seem quite extreme—for example, posts that openly advocate the ethnic cleansing of Arabs
on the West Bank. Do you think that those sorts of racist, extreme types of statements might not be assisting in
terms of antisemitism?

ROBERT GREGORY: Are you talking about a particular comment?

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Yes, I'm talking about one, for example. There seem to be a lot
of them, but one on 25 February:

WE NEED TO MOVE THE ARABS (PALESTINIANS) AWAY FROM ISRAEL.
It is the ONLY solution says Micah Avni and he should know ...

Then you go through in the post to list examples of population transfer throughout history. It appears to openly
endorse ethnic cleansing. Is this the position of your organisation?

ROBERT GREGORY: I don't have the particular thing in front of me.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: I'll just provide you a copy of it.
ROBERT GREGORY: Sure.

The Hon. CHRIS RATH: Chair, are we able to ask some questions as well?

The CHAIR: Yes. I don't want to go too far down this rabbit hole. We're halfway through the
questioning time already. We've only got limited time. We might move on to the next question.

ROBERT GREGORY: I'm happy to address it when it comes, but before it comes, AJA, I don't believe
we've made that statement. That might be a quote from somewhere.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Yes, it's a quote but it's endorsed by the organisation. I think the
copy is about to reach you. It states:

It is the ONLY solution says Micah Avni and he should know ...
ROBERT GREGORY: Those are clearly in quotation marks.

The Hon. STEPHEN LAWRENCE: Not the bit, "It's the ONLY solution says Micah Avni and he
should know".

TENEILLE MURRAY: Thank you for the question. I think we'll take this question on notice.
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Question on notice
Answer:

The Australian Jewish Association is the largest Jewish organisation in Australia on social media. AJA has well over 100 thousand
followers across platforms. AJA publishes a large number of posts a day which are closely followed in the Jewish and general
community. AJA has made many thousands of posts since its inception.

Given this volume, it is always possible for an individual to scroll through and find a post to take offence to, but we respectfully
question whether combing through AJA’s social media history is a constructive way to prepare for a hearing intended to address
antisemitism.

The post in question quoted Micah Avni, whose father was murdered by a Palestinian Arab terrorist. The quote was made on the day
that the murderer was released. It was clearly marked with quotation marks and attributed. AJA frequently shares quotes from a wide
range of voices, doing so is not necessarily an endorsement. In this case, the quoted individual was a bereaved son reacting to a deeply
traumatic event. His right to express such views is understandable in that context.

We also note that the post does not mention the "West Bank," contrary to what was claimed in the question.

AJA categorically rejects and is appalled by the suggestion, even implicitly, that Jewish individuals or Jewish organisations contribute to
antisemitism by speaking out on issues of security or communal concern. Jewish Australians are the victims of antisemitism. AJA and
its representatives have themselves been targeted by antisemites, including in cases that are currently before the courts.

For anyone interested in AJA's policy positions, they are publicly available and have been for years at www.jewishassociation.org.au,

covering a range of local and international issues.

Finally, we have conveyed to the Premier our serious concern that a parliamentary hearing into antisemitism was used as an
opportunity to attack Jewish organisations. We urge that future proceedings remain focused on addressing the real threats and
perpetrators of antisemitism in Australia.

Robert Gregory
Chief Executive officer
Australian Jewish Association
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