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From: Lelia GREEN 
Sent: Thursday, 17 April 2025 1:06 AM
To: Committee Social Issues
Cc: Giselle WOODLEY
Subject: FW: Inquiry into the impacts of harmful pornography  – Post-hearing responses – 

24 March 2025 - ECU
Attachments: Convention on the Rights of the Child General Comment 4 (2003).pdf; Talk Soon. 

Talk Often (2024).pdf; Transcript - HIGHLIGHTED FOR QON - SI - Impacts of harmful 
pornography on mental emotional and physical health - 24 March 2025-
editGW.pdf; pornographyaddiction.docx

Dear Members, Standing Committee on Social Issues 

I realise that the email below has omitted an exploratory line. That line has been replaced in this version: 

One of the errors, is that General Comment no. 5 is listed when General Comment 4 was intended. We noted 
the uncertainty at the time, even though the date was correct. We have attached General Comment 4 and it seems 
that sections 12, 22, 24, 26, 27, 30, 31, 33, 36 and 37 could particularly speak to aspects of adolescents’ views on 
needing education that is currently met by pornography; along with education about sex, sexuality and pornography; 
and recommendations include involving adolescents in designing such materials.’ 

Additionally, one of the questions pertained to pornography addiction and we have added some additional 
information that may be useful. We also attach additional resources, research from our ECU team and the Talk 
Soon, Talk Often resource by HealthyWA. 

Thanks again. 

With best wishes 

Lelia 

Lelia Green, PhD 
Professor of Communications, 
School of Arts and Humanities, Edith Cowan University, Perth, Australia 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 































During the inquiry there were a number of questions asked that we did not have 
opportunity to add to. We would like to add some additional information (if useful) now.  

The Hon. SUSAN CARTER: Last question. Any evidence as to what age addictions to 
porn may start? 

MEGAN LIM: No, I haven't seen that evidence. 

Additional answer: Currently ‘pornography addiction’ is not a scientifically recognised 
phenomenon. According to the American Psychiatric Association’s DSM-5 and DSM-5-
TR (used for diagnostic criteria) pornography is not recognised as a mental disorder or 
addiction of any kind.  

Pornography can be technically be referred to as ‘problematic pornography use’ or 
‘compulsive pornography use’ but not an addiction, as it is not currently recognised as a 
behavioural addiction. It can also be used under the umbrella of ‘Hypersexual disorder’. 
‘Pornography addiction’ tends to be a term used by media discourse to create additional 
panics around pornography, or ‘pseudo’ psychologists and conservative businesses 
profiting off shame in relation to pornography use.  

While the diagnostic criteria for disorders can change over time, and may update in 
years to come, as it currently stands, ‘pornography addiction’ is not a current 
recognised phenomenon.  

 

Some additional useful reading: 

 

Taylor, K. (2019). Pornography addiction: The fabrication of a transient sexual disease. 
 History of the Human Sciences, 32(5), 56-83. 
 https://doi.org/10.1177/0952695119854624 (Original work published 2019) 

 

Taylor, K., & Gavey, N. (2019). Pornography addiction and the perimeters of acceptable 
 pornography viewing. Sexualities, 23(5-6), 876-897. 
 https://doi.org/10.1177/1363460719861826 (Original work published 2020) 

 

De Alarcón, R., De La Iglesia, J. I., Casado, N. M., & Montejo, A. L. (2019). Online porn 
 addiction: What we know and what we don’t—A systematic review. Journal of 
 clinical medicine, 8(1), 91. https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/8/1/91  

 

https://doi.org/10.1177/1363460719861826
https://www.mdpi.com/2077-0383/8/1/91


Ley, D., Prause, N., & Finn, P. (2014). The emperor has no clothes: A review of the 
 ‘pornography addiction’model. Current sexual health reports, 6, 94-105. 
 https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11930-014-0016-8 
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