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In keeping with that statement, would you consider the use of your powers under section 15 (3) of 
the Act to provide advice and recommendations to the Planning secretary or the Independent 
Planning Commission for all of these projects going forward? Do you see that there is a role for the 
commission at this point in utilising that power, particularly in this period where we just don't 
necessarily have great visibility on how we do this work in getting to the 2030 target?  

KATERINA KIMMORLEY: We don't want to front-run our recommendations because they're 
recommendations that we'll be making as a collective commission. I think what we can confirm, as 
we have in the report—and in the submissions that we've received to this hearing—is that the 
resource sector is a very big concern to us as well, and we will be doing considerable work to get 
under the hood of the data and the situation and provide recommendations this year.  

Ms SUE HIGGINSON: To round that off, what do you see in terms of the timing? Obviously you've 
now lifted the hood; you've got an idea. I note you say it'll be this year. What do you suspect in terms 
of the real time when you might be able to say, "These are the assumptions that we can rely on. This 
is the data. This is the best we're going to get at this point in time"? When do you think we might be 
in that position? You can take it on notice. If there's more consideration, I'm happy for you to come 
back. The intention is not to be putting anybody on the spot. I accept that these answers are 
sometimes not black and white in the moment.  

MEG McDONALD: We will take it on notice. I don't think there is a single date in mind, in the sense 
that we do intend to start an engagement process by actually putting out an issues paper, which will 
canvass some of these issues. I don't expect it will have the answer that we have, but we will be 
really starting to actually have full engagement and more transparency around what some of the 
numbers are, what the assumptions are, and what some of the implications are for other sectors as 
well. We're actually beginning that process. How long it will take us then to arrive at a set of 
recommendations around that—certainly by the end of the year. But whether there'll be something 
in between will depend on the nature of how those proceedings go and what we find.  

KATERINA KIMMORLEY: I would say that this has already begun. I know meetings have been 
happening even this week on that very topic of getting underneath the data, particularly for 
resources. It has already begun and it will continue, but we don't have an exact date for you now. We 
can take that on notice.  

RESPONSE: 

The Net Zero Commission is in the process of reviewing currently available data on greenhouse gas 
emissions; including data from the National Greenhouse Gas Inventory, and NSW Government-
developed historical data and projections of future emissions.  

Analysis and availability of this data is a priority for the Net Zero Commission and will be 
foundational for the Commission's next Annual Report, along with other advice it may provide. 
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RESPONSE: 

Questions about the latest status of the delivery of the Roadmap are best addressed to the NSW 
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water.  

According to the latest information provided to the commission by the department on 4 March 2025, 
3.03 gigawatts (GW), equivalent to 25% of the 12 GW generation capacity target of the Roadmap, 
have been commissioned. A further 3.91 GW (33%) are considered as ‘committed’ projects that are 
relatively likely to proceed. The remaining approx. 5 GW (42%) of the targeted generation capacity 
has not yet been commissioned and is not considered ‘committed’ at this stage.  

Construction has started on 6.4 gigawatt hours (GWh), equivalent to 40% of the 16 GWh 2030 long-
duration storage capacity target, however none has been commissioned to date. An additional 
target of 12 GWh of long-duration storage capacity by 2034 was legislated in November 2024.  

The call for input is the commission’s first public consultation and is scheduled to be published in 
the coming months. It is designed to invite stakeholder feedback to help inform our future work and 
ensure the commission develops balanced, robust advice on NSW’s transition to a net-zero, climate-
resilient future.  

 




